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Greasy Rider Author Visit 
Engages College Community

The author Greg Melville’s event-packed, two-day visit to Massasoit in March of this 
year brought the college community together around a common piece of literature 

and a shared concern for the planet. Melville’s Greasy Rider was this year’s One Book, One 
College selection and the author’s visit provided an appealing opportunity to learn more 
about writing and about environmental sustainability.

Greg’s first stop was at the Canton Campus, where a reception with staff and faculty 
was followed by an open panel discussion on biofuels led by Dean Felix DeVito. Later 
Greg addressed students in the Canton lecture hall on writing and authorship.

On the second day of his visit, the author was greeted by faculty and staff at a 
morning reception on the Brockton campus. He then fielded questions from students 
in composition, reading, and writing classes about his book and the writing profession, 
as well as about their own writing. Following this, Greg presented at a faculty luncheon 
sponsored by the Academic Development Committee. In the afternoon, the author 
taped an episode of Writers at Work with Professor Mark Walsh, followed by a meeting 
with members of the One Book, One College and Sustainability Committees. His final 
appearance was in the evening, where he took part in a student Read-In at the Brockton 
campus library that was coordinated by Professor Laurel Santini. 

Each year the One Book, One College committee seeks reading recommendations 
from the college community. Selected books must meet multiple criteria, including, 
being easily accessible to students; of interest and value to faculty, staff and students; 
able to be studied under several academic disciplines; and either under 300 pages or 
capable of being enjoyed in segments.

Greg Melville’s book Greasy Rider inspired many other “Sustainable Massasoit” 
community activities throughout the semester. A campus-wide yard sale and recycling 
effort capped off this year’s One Book, One College program. Other environmental 
projects will have a lasting impact and can be seen around campus. Be sure to check 
out the new herb garden in front of the student center that was planted by the culinary 
arts club, sustainable landscaping around the new bus stop, and the wildflower meadow 
which continues to grow and take hold. 

 In an effort to reduce plastic water bottle use on campus, 
sustainable water bottles for sale.

Environmental science students plant new shrubs in front of the 
Student Center.

Kaitlyn Fitzpatrick and fellow environmental science students 
ready to get to work on new landscaping.

The environmental impact of plastic water bottles was cleverly 
illustrated at our May 5th Sustainable Showcase.

Community bike drive recycles old bikes to be donated to local 
organizations.

Professor Tom Kearns, Greasy Rider author Greg Melville, Dean Felix Devito and VP Nick Palantzas participate in a panel discussion in 
the Akillian Gallery at the Canton Campus.

One Book, One College selection for spring 2012.

One Book, One College coordinators join students, faculty and 
the author. Greg Melville, author of Greasy Rider

President Wall awards the student winner of the One Book, One 
College Cool Rides Contest, Vanda Miranda, her own parking 
spot for a month.

Inspired!

Announcing the Massasoit Community College 
Honor Garden on the Canton Campus. Acknowledge 
important events, express sympathy, celebrate 
retirement, and other milestones. Each stone will have 
personalized engraving.

Visit www.massasoit.mass.edu/honorgarden for more 
information or contact Sheryl Savage at 781-821-2222 
ext. 2603.

With your help, we’re building our  
Honor Garden one stone at a time.



From last year’s speech: Engage in “a cautious realistic optimism” about life and life’s 
myriad challenges – The first source of this kind of optimism comes through and with the 
knowledge and understanding which comes from education.  You’ve engaged in that, here 
– by choice. Engage in lifelong learning and furthering your perspectives.

Some pieces of personal advice:

•  Savor the good times and relish in “the ordinary” which often isn’t “ordinary” at all. 

•  Smell the scent of lilacs each spring-- I did it in three different states this year. 

•  Carve a pumpkin. 

•  Truly enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner; bring the leftovers to someone in need or lonely–     
    some of you may already do that. 

•  Fill in your blank. 

•  If you need help with unusual personal difficulties “engage” that help – don’t deal    
   with problems alone, there’s no need.  Many of you found the help you needed at  
   Massasoit.

•  Take time off from multi-tasking and gazing onto screens, and realize technology 
    serves us best as a, and our tool. 

•  Remember you’re not the only person to ask, “What am I going to do when I grow 
   up?”  Look at your neighbors; look at us on this platform.  It’s a lifelong quest, 
   question, and engagement. 

•  Imagine often.  Dream often.  As I said last year quoting Fali Shalot:  “Believe you can 
   fly, with a parachute attached, and you will soar like an eagle.”

And finally, strive to find the truth in the overwhelming amount and clutter of information, 
misinformation - propaganda, come-ons and the like in our world today.  Exercise common 
sense and listen as much as you speak, if not more.

We have confidence in you The Massasoit Class of 2012!  Go forth and do yourselves, 
your families, communities, state, nation, and the world proud!!

My personal congratulations!  

“Engage!”

In each spring/summer edition of The Associate, I have shared my Commencement remarks 
given to our graduates. In my speech I talk directly to them, so some of this may sound 
conversational.

Sincerely,

Dr. Charles Wall

President, Massasoit Community College

Greetings from the Massasoit Alumni Association

Brockton Mayor Linda Balzotti addresses the audience at the 
Cranberry Country Chamber of Commerce annual Elements for 
Excellence Conference held at the Massasoit Conference Center 
on May 15th.

President Wall and Veterans Counselor Michael Siegel (Army 
National Guard 1994-Present)  dedicate Massasoit’s new 
Veterans Center in an open house ceremony on May 7th. They 
are joined by Michael’s dad Stanley M. Siegel (U.S. Army 1951-
1954) who was on hand for the celebration.

On Saturday, May 5th , the  Massasoit community entertained 
all with the Jordan Rich Variety Show, sponsored by Paul 
Sullivan of Sullivan Tire & Auto Center. (L – R) Amanda Carr, 
WBZ 1030’s Jordan Rich, Dan Kenney, Professor Nicole Conlon-
McCombe , Dean Deanna Yameen, and student Kaleigh Muller.

Massasoit student Marybeth Banks is surprised by College 
administration with the announcement that she is to be 
awarded the prestigious Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship.

I  am pleased to have the opportunity to 
share a few words with you this evening, our 

Massasoit Class of 2012.  These are mine (for 
better or worse).  I spend several weeks tossing 
things around but don’t write them down 
until several days before this event.  Being a 
historian I reviewed previous years’ speeches, 
and as always consulted my confidential “brain 
trust.”  So, here goes:  The title is “Engage”!  
Also related are engaged, engagement.  The 
meanings are several fold: To occupy oneself in 
a task, project, cause, commitment; to pledge 
to seriously commit to something;  to move, to 
act, as in to engage in a debate, in combat, a 
calling. ENGAGE – using all these meanings – 
was used regularly by Captain Jean Luc Picard 
in Star Trek II – As in “Engage!” I want you to take 
this word/these concepts with you as you leave 
here this evening. 

Engage in YOURSELF. You’ve taken a big step already at Massasoit by being here, by 
graduating. If you haven’t, develop your own mission statement for your life.   Really think 
about who you are and where you are going?  What do you commit to?  You will, of course, 
revise it through your life, but it will give 
you direction. Seriously, – set and commit 
yourself to goals.

Engage in the political life, the public 
policy choices of your communities, your 
state and your nation. Engage in the 
protection of your freedom. As Barbara 
Jordan, the late, wise congresswoman from 
Texas said: “Democracy is not a spectator 
sport.”  It cannot be and is to our peril.

Engage in community service, 
volunteer – for the good it does and for 
working with others.

Engage in the Study of History!  Engage in 
the study of yourself! Start with your own life, and your family – how did you become who you 
are today? Who will you be tomorrow? As Professor Martha DeSilva said at the Radiological 
Technology Pinning Ceremony last week,  “As time shifts you still have to balance the past 
present and future.  If you leave the past behind without giving it a thought, you would be a 
hollow person indeed.” You must engage in the study of our collective history – the nation, 
world:  its culture, ideas, decisions about wars, what’s a crime etc.  It is important to know 
about the Boston Tea Party of 1773.

Around  About At Massasoit Community College

Dear Alumni & Friends, I hope you enjoy this issue of our Alumni 
and Friends newsletter, The Associate. A big Thank You to all who 

have contributed to our Annual Fund Appeal!  Your support makes a 
HUGE difference to our students and the services and support that we 
provide to them. Please know it is not too late to participate and every 
donation of any amount is valued and welcomed. Thank you!! 
    Sincerely, 
 
   

                                     Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello To All!  Welcome, I would like to invite you to the Alumni 
Association meetings which are held on the second Thursday of 

each month from September to June at 6:00 P.M. in The Student Center 
Conference Room, lower level of the Student Center, on the Brockton 
Campus.  Please note that the election of the Alumni Trustee for a 
five year term will be held on September 14, 2012 according to the 
Association By-Laws.  Thank you and I hope to see you at the next alumni 
meeting! 
  Sincerely, 

   
   Bonnie Blackler, President Massasoit Alumni Association

Commencement 2012

Graduates line up for the procession. Graduates stand for closing benediction. President Wall presents Allissa Jean Poole with the Presidential 
Scholar Award.

Class of 2012 speaker Maryann Serrilla addresses her fellow 
graduates.

President Wall with Honorary Degree recipients, former 
President and CEO of Bristol County Savings Bank, E. Dennis 
Kelly, Jr. and State Representative Geraldine Creedon and Board 
of Trustees Vice-Chair Pamerson Ifill.

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College 
Commencement Remarks to the Class of 2012 - ENGAGE!



Alumnus Profile: Meet Keith Ledin
Congratulations to Keith Ledin, Class of 2012!

Maureen Thayer
Dean of Students

Balancing a full-time career, an active leadership role in the military, and college studies 
can be challenging. But, Keith Ledin is not one to back down from a challenge. Keith first 

enrolled at Massasoit in 2001; it has taken him more than a decade to earn his degree. 

Keith is a veteran of the US Air Force and currently serves as an Air Force Tech Sergeant E6 
Supervisor Military Police in the Massachusetts Air National Guard. He is also a trooper first class 
with the Massachusetts State Police. Keith has twice received the Air Force Commendation 
Award, Lifesaver Award, and Achievement Medal. 

On June 1st, 2012 Keith celebrated his commencement along with a record breaking 972 
other Massasoit graduates. He earned his Associate of Science in Criminal Justice and will 
transfer to Bridgewater State University in the fall. “Life is too short to be lazy. You have to live 
healthy, be strong, learn more, and strive for success. Only you can create you,” said Keith. 

Keith’s commitment to his education and his exceptional promise as a future leader in 
civic affairs recently earned him the “29 Who Shine Award”, sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education. This award honors one graduating student from each of the 
29 public higher education institutions in Massachusetts including the five campuses of the 
University of Massachusetts, the nine state universities and specialty colleges, and the fifteen 
community colleges. In a ceremony at the State House on May 10th Massasoit student Keith 
Ledin was honored for his personal and academic achievements. Keith was nominated for “29 
Who Shine Award” by his advisor Kerryn Snyder, Coordinator of Academic Resource Center 
Math Services.  Ms. Snyder stated “Keith is a prime example of a student who defies the narrow 
definition of “success” often used to rank community colleges.  He has been persisting with  
his education throughout his three combat deployments and continuing obligations to the 
Reserves. He is an excellent student who serves as a model for other student veterans.” 

Outstanding student Green Key Society  recipients being 
recognized at the 45th Annual Honors Convocation on May 30th.  
(L - R) Marcos Severino, Catherine R. Nicoloff, Christophanie Julien, 
Stanley Jean-Noel, and Pierre R. Petit Frere.

Staff Profile: Mentors Make A Difference 
After 34 years, Dean of Students Maureen Thayer looks back

There are times in our lives when we think we know exactly what our plans for the future 
will entail, only to find out that our path will take a completely different route.  In 1977 

when Dean of Students Maureen Thayer arrived at Massasoit, she thought she was on track 
to receive a business degree.  Instead she met Gerry Reese, then Director of Admissions, 
who guided her on a path that would keep Ms. Thayer at Massasoit for 34 years.  Dean Reese 
saw something special in Maureen Thayer and encouraged her to pursue her Masters of 
Education and Counseling to round out her undergraduate degree in Psychology.  It was 
that gentle nudge by Gerry Reese that put Maureen Thayer on a career path at Massasoit that 
was both rich in accomplishment and engaging and generous to the College community.

In the early days of her career, Maureen Thayer was an Admissions Counselor, visiting 
local high schools to attract young students to the college.  As the student population 

changed, so did Maureen’s role.  She took on roles in 
the Advisement and Counseling Center, and later 

became a Veterans Counselor, assisting military 
students with educational and career decisions.  
So it was a special day for Dean Thayer when 
Massasoit dedicated the on-campus Veterans 
Center this past May 7th.  Today Michael Siegel 
is in the role of Veterans Counselor assisting 
military members and our veterans, including 
those returning from Iraq and Afghanistan to 
find a place to learn, socialize, and find respite 
at Massasoit, but Maureen Thayer was there in 

the early days, advocating tirelessly for veterans 
to pursue higher education.

It was not by accident that Dean Thayer arrived 
to her existing role as Dean of Students.  Here, 

too, a mentor named Dean Marguerite 
Donovan, encouraged Ms. Thayer.  “Peg 

Donovan took me under her wing.  I am 
so very blessed to have two wonderful 

mentors who changed my life.  I always 
talk to students about ‘stretching’ and 

getting out of their comfort zone.  
That’s what these two mentors did 
for me.”  After fulfilling a variety 

of roles under Dean Donovan’s 
tutelage, Dean Thayer 
became Dean of Students 
in 2001 and today oversees, 

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2602, 2603

Saturday, October 20, 2012   
6:00 pm - 10:00 pmThursday, Sept. 13 from Noon to 2:00 p.m.

Save the date for the Annual Gala Awards & Luncheon

For more information about the Annual Awards Gala 
visit www.massbroadcastershof.org.

Massasoit Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society members Maryann 
Serrilla and Matthew Forrest receiving the Massachusetts ALL-
USA Academic Team award on May 8th in a ceremony at the 
State House. Pictured with the recipients are Professor Charles 
Mastrangelo, President Wall, and Senior VP Barbara Finkelstein.

Student Services, eight departments, serves as a student advocate, is responsible for 
implementing the Student Code of Conduct, is Chair of the College Concerns Team, and 
is the effervescent Coordinator of Commencement.  Dean Thayer will be retiring soon 
and in reflecting on her last graduation at Massasoit had this to say.  “This was my last 
graduation and I must say that it’s the best night of the year.  We see students we’ve 
known, so proudly walk across the stage.  I’m sad that it’s my last graduation, but proud 
of the work we’ve done to improve the ceremony over the years.”  That’s the voice of 
someone who cares about the role they play in the Massasoit community.

Because Maureen was bestowed with two wonderful mentors over her 34 year career 
at Massasoit, you’ll see her in the role of mentor to others, both at Massasoit and in the 
community.  She was a Big Sister to two young women over the years, has coordinated a 
Special Olympics Awards Tent at Brockton High for the past 10 years, has served on the 
Board of Directors of Old Colony Hospice for seven years and was the Massasoit liaison 
for coordinating the Credit for Life Fair hosted at Massasoit for over a decade.  Credit for 
Life teaches teens the importance of money and credit in their lives and is supported by 
the local banking community.

As Dean Maureen Thayer prepares for her retirement, she hopes to volunteer at 
a hospital and as she put it, “go where the action is.”  No surprises there.  Busy people 
like to stay busy, even after putting in a 34 year career at a place that feels like home.  
Maureen Thayer looks forward to the days ahead and is eager to spend time with her son, 
daughter-in-law and grandson.

Keith Ledin
Class of 2012

Maureen with long-time friend, and 
colleague, Ellen Lavarnway at the annual 
Foundation golf tournament.

Maureen prepares for graduation ceremonies.

Save the Date 
for the 

 Annual Fall Gala 
to Benefit The United Student Fund
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4th Annual Arts Festival

Golfers registering and socializing before the fabulous 
barbecue luncheon.

Steve Murphy, Massasoit Community College Foundation 
President, thanking all participants for their support.

Visual Arts Professors Scott Ketcham and Karen Hays revealed the giant 4’x6’ steamroller print created by members of the Ink 
Monkeys, a print-making collaborative of faculty and students. The theme was Animals of Myth and Legend.

Massasoit’s President, Dr. Charles Wall, presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Ross DeLuca of the Bridgewater Credit Union.

13th Annual Golf Tournament
On, Monday, May 21, 2012, The 13th Annual Massasoit Community College Foundation Golf Classic was held at the Thorny Lea Golf 
Club with Gaucher Associates as The Platinum Title Sponsor for the second year in a row.

Carl Kowalski (retired Massasoit Senior VP), State Representative 
Michael Brady, and Jim Murphy (retired Massasoit Dean) ) enjoy 
the barbecue on the clubhouse patio.

Enthusiastic golfers heading out on the course for a fun 
afternoon.

Visitors browsed and shopped dozens of crafters, 
photographers and artisans both indoors and out.

Two side-by-side 1st place winners were Frances Downey for 
her photograph “Carousel” and Marco Vizcarra for his watercolor 
“Countryside of Arequipa”.

Visual Arts Chair, Linda Dunn and Enrollment Advisor Sara 
Wood were among the crowd who watched as the giant 
steamroller print was revealed.

On Sunday, May 20, 2012, The 4th Annual Massasoit Community College Arts Festival was held at the Canton Campus, with Bridgewater 
Credit Union as this year’s Masterpiece Sponsor. Highlights included three juried art shows, demonstrations, crafters, an antiques 
appraisal show, antique & classic car cruise-In, and live radio broadcasts by 95.9 WATD-FM and Oldies 103.3 WODS-FM. Hundreds of 
attendees enjoyed this free event.

Charlene Frederick, Julie Goodale, and Karen Bennett, one of the Gaucher Associates Teams, taking a moment from playing to pose 
for a team picture.
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