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and staff about the rising cost of education and the resources 
available to meet it. Also in attendance at this discussion were 
State Representative Michael Brady and State Senator Tom 
Kennedy, both of whom have long been committed friends of 
Massasoit, City Councilor Shaynah Barnes, and five Massasoit 
Community College trustees.

Faculty, students, and staff have had great successes over 
this past year, some of which we are pleased to highlight for 
you in the following pages. Massasoit Community College  
is a vital and vibrant community, academically, intellectually, 
athletically, with a strong commitment to service across our 
region. This is a truly exciting time for our College, and I  
look forward to sharing more great stories with you in the 
coming months!

Sincerely,

Dr. Charles Wall
President

Friends of Massasoit Community College:

Over the course of this academic year, there have 
been many wonderfully positive happenings around 
our College, the most exciting of which was the 

announcement by Governor Deval Patrick of a $27.4 million 
appropriation for Massasoit to construct a new Allied Health 
and Sciences Building in Brockton. This new building, which 
will allow us to expand our current offerings in these fields, 
improve our existing laboratory spaces, and better meet the 
needs of both our students and the workforce, represents 
the first new construction on the Brockton campus since the 
1970s. Its likely location on the Christo’s Restaurant property 
will contribute to the creation of a North Campus of the 
Brockton campus, tying together the Conference Center and 
the now-empty and in-need-of-renovation North Building. 
Christo’s Restaurant had been owned and operated until 
its closing this past December by the Tsaganis family, who 
has had close ties to and has been highly supportive of our 
College for many, many years.

In January, we were pleased to have both of our United 
States Senators visit campus. On January 20, Senator Edward 
J. Markey joined us at our 12th Annual Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration event, sharing with us his views 
on the political courage Reverend King exemplified.

On January 21, Senator Elizabeth Warren had an engaged 
conversation with a group of Massasoit students, faculty, 
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Massasoit Community College is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, religion, age, veteran status, genetic information, gender identity or sexual orientation in its programs, activities, or employment as required 
by Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and other applicable statutes and college policies. Sexual harassment, including sexual violence is prohibited. Inquiries or 
complaints shall be referred to the Affirmative Action Officers/Title IX Coordinators: Lisa Lowery, Vice President of Human Resources & Affirmative 
Action Officer at 508-588-9100 Ext. 1550 or llowery@massasoit.mass.edu and Donna Boissel, Associate Director of Human Resources & Affirmative 
Action Officer at 508-588-9100 Ext. 1505 or dboissel@massasoit.mass.edu Inquiries or complaints may also be directed to the Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination, the Equal Employment Opportunities Commission or the United States Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights.
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Jessica Watts ‘14

Jessica Watts jumped in with both feet- becoming fully involved in 
the life of the College community from the moment she stepped 
on campus. She enrolled at Massasoit Community College as a 

Liberal Arts Transfer student in 2011 and immediately recognized 
opportunities for campus engagement all around her. “I remember, as 
a new student, I had no idea what my experience at Massasoit would 
be like and I am happy to report it has been extremely positive!” 
Jessica became involved in campus activities by joining the Artists’ 
Union, student newspaper, the Student Senate, and as a Presidential 
Student Ambassador. “These experiences have given me a unique 
knowledge of the inner workings of this College and all it has to 
offer.” Jessica was also selected to participate in the Alternative 
Spring Break service trip to Washington D.C. last spring and is now a 
member of the Phi Theta Kappa honor society and editor-in-chief of 
the student newspaper. 

Jessica credits her success at the College to the helpful tutors at the 
Academic Resource Center and to the culture of community, such as 
“the delicious, affordable Thanksgiving meals served in the cafeteria.” 
But she is quick to point out that it is also her fellow classmates who 
have motivated her, “I have been very fortunate to have met some of 
the most fascinating and inspiring people of my life in my classes at 
Massasoit. There are many fellow students who come to mind who 
have been very kind, encouraging, and have give helpful advice.” 

Through the activities Jessica has joined she has embraced the 
opportunity to ‘pay it forward’. As a Presidential Student Ambassador 
she shares her experiences with prospective and new students so they 
will learn about and take advantage of all that Massasoit has to offer. 
“What I love most about working at orientations is helping people to 
get started at Massasoit, and often times they still remember me from 
orientation and tell me how they are doing. It is nice hearing people 
are doing well, especially when at first they seemed anxious about 
their first semester,” said Jessica.

Embracing Opportunities on Campus
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One Book/One College
In keeping with the premise of Chitra 

Divakaruni’s One Amazing Thing, the One 
Book/One College Committee has developed 
a schedule of events true to the novel’s theme 
of telling one’s story. Included are several 
opportunities for students to express 
themselves through storytelling: a student 
writing contest with prizes; a panel of 
international students recreating the storytelling 
element of the book; and a collection of our students’ own amazing 
stories for our archives. Concluding the two-month program, the 
author, Ms. Divakaruni, will be spending time at Massasoit’s Brockton 
and Canton campuses to visit with students, faculty, and staff, and to 
speak to an audience of both College and community members at the 
Massasoit Conference Center in April.

 
The Massasoit Theater Company presents.
The Massasoit Theater Company will be staging a production of the  
L. Frank Baum classic, The Wizard of Oz, directed and choreographed  
by Corinne Mason, with musical direction by Janice Issa-Wright.

Friday and Saturday evening performances are scheduled for May 2, 3, 9 
& 10 at 8:00 pm & Sunday matinee performances on May 4 & 11 at 3pm.

For tickets call 508-427-1234 or order online at www.massasoit.edu.

what’s new @ massasoit

SAVE THE DATE

Monday, May 19, 2014  
at Thorny Lea Golf Club

The 15th Annual  
Massasoit Foundation Golf Tournament

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, May 18, 2014  
at The Canton Campus

The 6th Annual Massasoit Community College

 
For more information on any of the following events, please 
visit our website at www.massasoit.edu.

Wednesday, April 2, 2014
Massasoit Spring Job Fair

Wednesday, April 2, 2014
Massasoit Spring Open House

Tuesday, April 15, 2014
The Senior Center Variety Show

Sunday, May 18, 2014
The 6th Annual Massasoit Arts Festival

Monday, May 19, 2014
The 15th Annual Foundation Golf Tournament 
at Thorny Lea Golf Club

Wednesday, May 28, 2014
Honors Convocation

Friday, May 30, 2014
Massasoit’s 47th Commencement

massasoit calendar

Stay connected to Massasoit via our Social Media 
Facebook - Twitter - YouTube - Instagram
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Massasoit’s New Faces Bring  
A Lot To The Table

They hail from Russia, Pakistan, India, the Caribbean, and all 
over the U.S., from the Atlantic to the Pacific coastlines.

They range in age from 22 to nearly 70, and each of them 
brings a unique set of life experiences and education to their respective 
classrooms. They are new additions to the Massasoit Community 
College faculty and they are all part of Senior Vice President for 
Faculty and Instruction Barbara Finkelstein’s vision for a more diverse, 
creative, and imaginative Massasoit.

“Over the next five years, the College is going to be a very different 
place. I’m expecting a lot of retirements,” said Finkelstein. “There were 
many people hired at state community colleges in the late 1970s and 

early 1980s, and those people are all nearing retirement age now.”

“I’m looking for individuals who are imaginative and creative; people 
with fresh ideas regarding curriculum, student approach, and teaching 
methodology; people who are acquainted with new technologies. I’m 
looking for new faculty who are going to be able to advance the College 
and serve as mentors and role models for our students,” said Finkelstein. 
“We want them to carry on the future vision of the College and to create 
courses and programs that benefit our students in terms of employment 
or transfer to four-year programs.”

Finkelstein hopes to hire seven or eight more faculty members in the 
next year, with a focus on building science and health areas that appear 

Associate Professor Karim Sharif

By Lauren Daley
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to see the biggest growth projection in terms of employment over the 
next 10 years, many in the STEM areas.

“Our focus will be on hirings in the Veterinary Technician area if our 
program proposal receives Board of Higher Education (BHE) approval; in 
Engineering, if our program proposal receives BHE approval; and in the 
academic areas which support those programs. Additionally, we will be 
focusing on hiring within our Polysomnography (sleep study) program,” 
Finkelstein said.

Finkelstein is also looking to create 
a diverse tapestry of faculty members, 
in terms of cultural backgrounds, life 
experience, and age. For example, new 
Mathematics Professor Aisha Arroyo 
was hired last year at age 21, fresh 
from earning her Master’s degree in Mathematics from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, while new Nursing Professor Christine 
Hall has been teaching for 25 years; Anthony Kapadoukakis, a new 
Radiologic Technology professor, has 34 years of experience in his field; 
and new Nursing Professor Linda Raulinaitis has 25 years of experience 
in hers. “Hiring some faculty straight out of college and others who 
have left a long career in the business or industry [that they’ll teach] is a 
good way of balancing faculty,” she said.

As for cultural backgrounds, new professors hail from all over the 
globe: Economics Professor Subhendu Roy, who emigrated from India, 
formerly worked at the World Bank; Biology Professor Elena Zoubina is 
a Russian native and former Neurology instructor at Harvard University 
Medical School; Biology Professor Karim Sharif, of Pakistan, was a 
research associate at the Weill Medical College at Cornell University; 
and Glen Prospere, of Montserrat, is a new member in the Human 
Services and Social Science Department.

“I think Massasoit is headed in the right direction. [In the next 
decade] I would like to see the diversity that’s in this body continue, 
both students and faculty,” said Prospere, who was born on the 

Caribbean island of Montserrat and emigrated to the U.S. in 1980  
at age 17. Prospere earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Educational Psychology from Cambridge College near Boston, and is  
a doctoral candidate in psychology at North Central University. He was 
a psychotherapist, working with mental health and addiction patients, 
for nine years. “I personally would like to see even more people of 
color on faculty, and more bilingual professors,” he noted. He said he 

loves teaching at Massasoit because “the 
students come from various backgrounds, 
some have difficult backgrounds, and 
there are many adults who are living full 
lives, with families and jobs.”

Marin Beaupre, a recent addition to the 
Biology Department and a transplant from 

Oregon, had similar sentiments: “I love teaching here because I’ve always 
been interested in the background stories of my students. Massasoit 
students have varied, and often amazing, personal histories, which enrich 
the classroom experience. Massasoit offers the opportunity to truly make 
a difference in students’ lives, which is satisfying to me to an extent I’ve 
never felt while teaching at other colleges.”

When she first came aboard as an adjunct professor, Beaupre 
was “welcomed into a warm, supportive work environment where I 
immediately felt a sense of community. I couldn’t be more thrilled that I 
was invited to stay.”

Scott Meagher, new director of the Paramedic Program, had similar 
sentiments. He said he’s “excited to be here and to help Massasoit 
Community College provide great opportunities for students”, and 
loves the sense of enthusiasm pervasive among College employees and 
their “willingness to help students to achieve their goals. Of course, the 
support here for myself as a new employee has been overwhelming.”

Associate Professor Karim Sharif

“Over the next five years, the College  
is going to be a very different place...”

- Dr. Barbara Finkelstein, Senior Vice-president  
and Vice President of Faculty and Instruction

This Diverse Cohort of New Faculty Members are “Creative,”  
“Imaginative” and “Ready to take Massasoit into the Future”.

Aisha Arroyo

Glen Prospere

Marin Beaupre
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Back when he was hired to lead this Center, he said, “I want 
to provide services and connection, as that will have Massasoit 
Community College leading the way in campus veteran services. This 
Center should transcend this room and spread throughout the College 
community to create a military-friendly culture. It is not just the Center 
that will attract military students; it will be the College’s becoming 
known as a school that enthusiastically and wholly supports military 
students and their families.” Siegel has worked diligently to reach that 
goal by not only providing a broad range of services to veterans, but also 
reaching out to the community to assist.

Recently he has volunteered for various 
workshops and information sessions 
through which he has learned to further 
assist Massasoit’s student veterans. At its 
heart, Siegel said, the Veterans Center is 
about giving back: “The bottom line is 
that veterans are a dedicated group who 

sacrificed, or are willing to sacrifice, for our country. We want to pay 
them back. Our motto is, ‘For those who served, the support they 
deserve.’” The number of veteran students, the Center, and the outreach 
effort to the greater community have all grown since the Center oped its 
doors in 2012.

Massasoit’s First Veterans Center Offers “Anything and Everything” for Vets

Volunteers Nathan Mros and Sean Butrica, along with others from the Veterans Center, helped to raise more than 
$750 for the Wounded Warrior Project this past Veterans’ Day.

Massasoit opened its Veterans Center in May 2012 and it is the 
first military student support center at a Massasoit campus. 
Its mission is “to honor and support our service members, 

both current and former, as well as their families, by providing the 
most comprehensive and caring college experience possible while 
helping them to reach their educational, personal, and professional 
goals.” The Center provides veterans a place to study, to socialize, or 
to get help filing for benefits. Outfitted through donations from local 
organizations, the space has a lounge area, a study area, computer lab, 
flat screen TV, and meeting space.

“We have an active Veterans and 
Service Members student club that’s 
affiliated with the National Student 
Veterans of America. We also bring 
in outside agencies and organizations 
to assist with such things as Veterans 
Affairs healthcare enrollment, career 
opportunities, and 4-year college transfer opportunities,” said Michael 
Siegel, veterans coordinator. Siegel was active in the U.S. Army Infantry 
for 20 years and served tours in Afghanistan and Bosnia, and at various 
posts in the United States. Siegel wears a variety of hats at the Center, 
such as academic advisor for all veterans, coordinator of all the activities 
for Veterans Services, and supervisor of the veterans certifying officials 
who process educational benefits.

On Veterans’ Day this fall, the Massasoit Veterans and Service 
Members Club, comprised of more than 25 student veterans, held 
a fundraiser luncheon and raised more than $750 for the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

The Veterans Center also has a number of programs to honor the 
Veterans’ Access, Livelihood, Opportunity, and Resources (VALOR) 
Act, a senate bill signed by Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick in 
May 2012. The Act creates increased supports for veterans, including 
requiring higher education institutions to designate a single point of 
contact for student veterans. “Massasoit was 100 percent compliant with 
the Valor Act even before it was required,” said Siegel.

“Our motto is: ‘For those who served, 
the support they deserve.”

- Michael Siegel, Massasoit’s first Veteran’s Counselor

Veterans Center Director, Michael Siegal
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When this past August rolled around, there were questions 
surrounding both the Massasoit Community College men’s 
and women’s soccer programs.

Could the men’s team make another run at a Region XXI Championship? 
Would the women’s team even have enough players to compete for the 
season? Those questions were answered as both teams far surpassed 
expectations, showcased by their successes this past fall.

The men’s team under Head Coach Rui Estrela had its eye on reloading 
to bounce back after falling in the Region XXI Finals the season prior. The 
women’s program looked to improve under Head Coach Ruben Teixeira in 
his second season at the helm.

The Massasoit men’s soccer team has a rich history of success, claiming 
the Region XXI Championship five of the seven seasons under Estrela. 
Unfortunately, the Warriors floundered out of the gate in 2013, starting off 
at 2-2-2, and owned a 6-5-2 overall record in the middle of October. For 
most programs, being above .500 would be considered a strong year, but 
the Warriors had averaged more than 10 wins per season with Estrela as 
Head Coach.

The turning point came on October 16 when Massasoit squared off 
against rival Dean College on the road. The Warriors would prevail, 
4-3, marking the 100th career coaching victory for Estrela. That victory 
would spark Massasoit to get hot down the stretch prior to postseason 
play, tallying a five-game winning streak. That streak was capped by a 2-1 
victory against Dean in the Region XXI Finals.

The victory advanced the men to the Northeast District Championship, 
where they dropped a heartbreaker in penalty kicks to ASA College. The 
Warriors had trailed early on, 2-0, rallied to take a 3-2 lead, but eventually 
fell in penalty kicks after a pair of scoreless overtime periods.

The women’s season was nearly a polar opposite of the men’s, using a 
sizzling start to begin the year at 4-1. The hot start would cool down towards 
the end of the season, as Massasoit would lose five straight contests, setting 

up a marquee matchup at Springfield Tech Community College (STCC) on 
October 19. The winner of the final regular season match would advance 
to the Region XXI Finals, in which the Warriors had only appeared once 
since 2000.

Massasoit would break its losing streak, earning a 2-1 victory vs. STCC 
to take on Holyoke Community College in the region championship.

The season ended for the women’s squad at the Region XXI Finals at 
HCC, where they fell 2-0 to the Cougars in a hard-fought match.

It was a successful season for the Massasoit soccer programs, as both  
teams advanced to the Region XXI Finals, with one winning the 
championship. The two programs combined for 11 All-Region players  
and 14 Athletic Academic Honor Roll recipients.

The future looks bright for the Warrior soccer programs, and the freshmen 
that plan to return for their sophomore campaigns will have the opportunity 
to play on the brand new Massasoit Soccer Field next season.

Back on September 30, 2013, President Charles Wall broke ground to 
start construction on the new Massasoit Soccer Field in a ceremony that 
featured student athletes from both the men’s and women’s soccer teams.

Massasoit soccer players, Torrey Medeiros, Julio Gomes, and Kristin Reardon present an autographed soccer 
ball to President Charles Wall, with Athletics Director, Julie Mulvey, at the official groundbreaking for the new 
soccer field.

by Ben Warnick

Massasoit Soccer Programs Showcase Success in 2013
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Dear Alumni & Friends: A big Thank You to all who 
have contributed to the College! Your donation makes 
a HUGE difference to our students and the services 
and support that we provide to them. Every gift, of 
any amount, is valued and welcomed. Please visit the 
Alumni & Friends page on our website, www.massasoit.

edu, and click on Donations to send in a gift now. Thanks!

Our alumni are the foundation of our Massasoit Community College 
family. We sincerely appreciate your input and we would like you to 
stay involved. Please contact me with any stories, updates, or comments 
at ssavage1@massasoit.mass.edu.

I hope to hear from you soon.  Thank you!

Sincerely,

       Sheryl
                     Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello to All! Welcome, I would like to invite you to 
the Alumni Association meetings, held on the second 
Thursday of each month from September through June 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Student Center Building, lower level, 
Student Senate Conference Room, on the Brockton 
Campus. Our Annual Meeting will be held on June 12, 

2014. The Association’s goal is to raise money for student scholarships 
and to develop awareness for the alumni throughout the community. 
Please feel free to contact me at alumni@massasoit.mass.edu with any 
comments.

We warmly welcome all who would like to participate in our 
Association. Please consider  volunteering to help at our Grad 
Reception on Tuesday evening , May 27th at 6:00 p.m. Thank you!  
And I hope to see you at the next alumni meeting!

Sincerely,  
                       Bonnie

                       Bonnie Blackler, President, Massasoit Alumni Association

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, over 350 people gathered for 
the Annual Fall Gala at the Massasoit Conference Center 
to support the College’s United Student Fund. Honored for 

their contributions to the College and the community were Dr. Jean F. 
MacCormack, former chancellor of UMass Dartmouth, and Vincent J. 
Marturano, president and chief executive officer of Old Colony YMCA. 
One of the highlights of the evening was the recognition of two of 
our students, Jeffrey Delorey and Tammy MacDonald, who inspired 
the audience with their dedication and perseverance in their personal 
and educational journeys. “This was a wonderful night of celebrating 
students and giving thanks to those who support Massasoit, its students, 
and the community,” said President Charles Wall.

Dr. Jean F. MacCormack is a distinguished educator and leader in 
higher education who remains actively engaged in her community. 
She has served on national leadership panels, statewide educational 
and economic development task forces, and on several essential civic 
and community boards. Vincent J. Marturano is a member of the 
Association of YMCA Professionals (AYP), Community Connections 
of Brockton, and the MetroSouth Chamber of Commerce. He serves 
on the board of the Old Colony Council Boy Scouts of America, 
and is a long-standing member of the Rotary Club of Brockton.

Friends and supporters contributed generously to this annual event.  
The money raised goes directly to the United Student Fund, which 
provides students with support for a variety of education-related costs. 
Corporate gifts are also managed through this Fund, with donations 
providing sponsorship for student tuition for a class, a semester, or  
a year.

Alumni & Friends
Massasoit Honors Our Everyday Heroes at The Annual Fall Gala.
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Upgrades & Updates
The Brockton Student Center Gets A Facelift

The College has completed Phase I of the 
Student Center Lower Level Build-out Project.  
Existing record storage space was renovated in 
order to provide private offices of varying sizes, 
open spaces, and a conference room. The new 
space houses the following offices: Career Services, 
Experiential Learning, Institutional Research, 
Cooperative Education/Internships, Trade 
Adjustment Assistance Community College and 
Career Training (TAACCCT) Grants, and the Phi 
Theta Kappa Chapter.

By Lauren Daley

When Brockton native Alex Cotter enrolled at Massasoit Community College in 2002  
as a Liberal Arts Transfer student, he had a vague notion of pursuing a career in Business  
or Accounting. 

But his professors here influenced him so much that he decided to teach.

“Their passion for teaching fired me up,” said Cotter, the new chair of the Mathematics 
Department at Massasoit. “I came to Massasoit at a critical time in my life…The 
education I got at Massasoit helped me to improve my life, and I wanted to help others  
do the same thing.”

Cotter began tutoring at the College’s Academic Resource Center in 2002. He earned his 
Associate’s degree in 2004, his Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and Mathematics from 
Stonehill College in 2006 and his Master’s degree from Boston College in 2010. He joined 
the Massasoit faculty as an adjunct professor in fall of 2010 and started full-time in Fall 2011.

This semester, Cotter is teaching “everything from Fundamentals of Math to Calculus III.” 
He added, “Like all teachers, I love that moment when you see the light bulb go off. They 
work hard, and they get it.”

“The College really is student-centric— I knew that as a student, but I understand that 
so much better now. That’s real and genuine,” said Cotter. “Massasoit was very much a big 
part in my life and in large part is responsible for me getting my education. The help and 
support I received here was foundational to all of my success. It’s a place I’ve had a long 
relationship with, first as a student, then as a tutor, now as a teacher.” 

Mathematics Department Chair Alex Cotter, Class of 2004

Alumni ProfileAlex Cotter ‘04

The College has begun Phase II of the Student 
Center Lower Level Build-out Project. As with Phase I, 
the College will be collaborating with BKA Architects 
(House Doctor) for architectural, engineering, and 
rendering services. The project scope involves the 
renovation of approximately 10,300 sf and includes 
the following offices: CHOICES, PLAN, the Women’s 
Center, the Senior Center, the Veterans Center, the 
GED Testing Center, Computer Lab, staff offices, and 
open study area. The project is slated to be completed 
by August 15, 2014.

Phase I - Completed

Phase II - Artist’s Rendering
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a thousand words... Living Dr. King’s Legacy: “Making a Career of Humanity” 

“Make a career of humanity - and you will make a greater person of yourself, a greater nation 
of your country, and a finer world to live in.”              -  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

U.S. Senator Edward Markey

Kerri Jackson, Student

Maria Coviello, Chair 
President’s Community Advisory Council

You can be  
an Everyday Hero  
& help our students succeed!

Donate Online Today 
Visit us at  massasoit.edu/give

Elisabeth Dorsey (left) & Carla J. Ribeiro  
performing “When You Believe”


