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Professor Tom Kearns, training technicians on the newly acquired 
Cummins ISL-G Compressed Natural Gas Heavy-duty Truck Engine at Waste 
Management in Cranston, R.I.

Dr. Gilles Bolduc’s students Peter Murray, Merline Pierre , and Yin Wang working in the biotechnology lab.

The new life sciences lab at the Middleborough Center will allow for full 
degree program options in Middleborough. 

Massasoit Graduates Celebrate Milestone as They Move on to the Next Chapter
 of Their Lives
To the sound of bagpipes played by 

the talented Peter Reardon, Massasoit 
graduates entered the enormous tent on 
the far end of Massasoit’s Brockton Campus 
on Friday evening, the 31st of May, to 
roaring applause and cheers. Excitement 
and celebration filled the room despite the 
95 degree temperature. More than 2,500 
people gathered for Massasoit Community 
College’s 46th Commencement Exercises. 
943 students received 947 awards (840 
associate degrees and 107 certificates). This 
year’s graduates range from 18 to 67 years 
old and they come from 83 cities and towns 
in Massachusetts.

Honored with an honorary degree for 
their contributions to the College and the 
community were William Morse, President of 
Mutual Bank and Charles Tartaglia, owner of 
George’s Café.  Professor Gerald Janey of the 
Emergent Technologies Division gave the 
faculty address.  Liberal Arts Transfer student 
Heather J. Laperriere was awarded the 
Presidential Scholar Award for her perfect 
4.0 GPA. Criminal Justice student Jochebed 
Miller was selected to give the Class of 2013 
speech. 

See page two for more commencement coverage. 

Since 2010 Massasoit has offered Summer of Science programs for local youth. Students from grades 4-12 can experience a wide variety of science themes 
in this popular camp. For summer 2013 it will also be offered in Plymouth.

On March 4, 2013, the Women’s Resource Center and the President’s Community Advisory Council, under the leadership of the Office of Institutional 
Diversity, hosted  Dr. Tala Khudairi, Dean of Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics at Roxbury Community College to deliver a talk entitled 
“Women Inspiring Innovation Through Imagination: Celebrating Women in STEM”. Dr. Khudairi delivered an inspiring address, taking the audience on a 
journey through her life, which many students there could relate to; a single mother working, raising a family and attending college because she wanted 
to secure a successful life for her family. She highlighted her work in the STEM field which includes international work in both research and education.

STEM Leading the Way in Science,  
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)

COMMENCEMENT 2013



Dear Alumni & Friends, I hope you enjoy this issue of our Alumni  
and Friends newsletter, The Associate.

A big Thank You to all who have contributed to the college! Your 
support makes a HUGE difference to our students and the services and 
support that we provide to them. Every donation of any amount is 
valued and welcomed. Please visit the alumni and friends page on our 
web site, www.massasoit.mass.edu and click on donations to send in a 
gift now. Thanks!

  Sincerely,

  Sheryl Savage 
  Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello To All!

Welcome, I would like to invite you to the Alumni Association 
meetings which are held on the second Thursday of each month from 
September to June at 6:00 p.m. in the Student Center Building in the 
lower level Student Senate Conference Room, on the Brockton Campus.  
We warmly welcome all who would like to participate in our Association.  
Thank you! And I hope to see you at the next alumni meeting!

Sincerely,

  Bonnie Blackler 
  President Massasoit Alumni Association

which comes from our families and friends. What I would like all of us to do is take 30 
seconds and think about those who have inspired you. And, think also of who you are 
going to inspire tomorrow!

Some final quick thoughts to ponder:

•	 Savor; relish in the “ordinary” and the close-at-hand. 

Draw in the scent of lilacs in bloom every spring; I’ve done it several times this  
year – have you?

Watch a sunrise with family or friends or significant other, or alone and without any 
communication devices.

•	 Speaking of technology, as I say every year – it is a tool, a marvelous tool for us in the 
human journey but not our master; take a day off from multi-tasking and gazing onto 
or into screens – give thumbs and your fingers a rest. Shut it off.

•	 Remember – we all ask “What am I going to do when I ‘grow up’?” It is a lifelong quest – 
like seeking knowledge, understanding and perspective.

•	 Cherish, protect and ensure the future of our democracy and freedom. They are 
precious and do not come with a guarantee. Inform yourself; participate. Make  
choices based on accurate information. Public policies – in the final sense must be  
and are our policies.

•	 Be kind! No one wants to be known for the opposite. Kindness is a real  
human strength.

•	 Massasoit’s motto, by the way is ‘Endurance and Faith’. We see these attributes fully  
on display this evening.

•	 Class of 2013, go forth and do yourselves, your families, communities, state, nation,  
and the world proud! We are inspired by you! My personal congratulations!

 “Engage! “

Greetings from the Massasoit Alumni Association

On Thursday, May 2 Massasoit student Jochebed Miller was honored with a 29 
Who Shine award by Governor Patrick at the State House.

Massasoit Student Yin Wang is one of 73 Students in America to receive the 
Prestigious Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship Award. The recipients receive up to 
$30,000 per year for up to three years to continue their education. Yin will 
transfer to Wellesley College this fall to study Biochemistry.

President Charles Wall receives the Massachusetts YouthBuild Coalition 
Visionary Award presented by Mark Showan, Executive Director at Old 
Colony YMCA in Brockton at the Coalition’s 18th Annual Day at the State 
House. Also present were (l-r) Kenneth Klier, Senior Vice President and 
Vincent Marturano, President and CEO at Old Colony YMCA.

The Lady Warriors are the 2013 NJCAA Region XXI Div. II Champs defeating 
regional powerhouse, CCRI.

As I do each year, here I will share with our 
alumni and friends and college community 
my remarks to our graduates at our 46th 
Commencement.

 Our Commencement is in the time-
honored tradition of American university 
and college commencement ceremonies.  
We do this celebration fully for you – our 
graduates and your family and friends.   
This is your commencement! Graduates, I 
want you to know that the faculty and staff 
at Massasoit know your stories. We value 
your stories, and we draw inspiration from 
your stories.

The theme of this year’s commencement 
speech is “Inspiration; Selflessness and a 
few thoughts to ponder.” Inspiration: to 

inspire someone, to be inspired. The dictionary definitions (Oxford U.S. English) are, “to 
fill someone with the use or ability to do or feel something, especially to do something 
creative; or to create a feeling – especially a positive one in a person”. There are a couple 
of archaic meanings; to breathe in air/inhale and to impart a spiritual sense or an idea. 
Like many such value laden words today and throughout human history, others do use  
a concept like inspiration/inspire in “negative ways;” but our use of this term is in the  
very positive personal sense of being inspired, to inspire to do good, to achieve, to do  
positive things.

We saw and felt inspiration with clarity in the immediate aftermath and follow-up of 
the horrific, murderous bombings at the Boston Marathon on April 15th. We saw and felt 
selflessness.  We were inspired by the first responders and law enforcement personnel, 
the volunteers and “ordinary citizens”, medical personnel, political leaders, the families 
and friends of the victims, and the victims themselves. They shared compassion, courage, 
heroism, caring, expertise, sound judgment, and selflessness, among many other 
virtues. These human virtues- which were displayed in abundance in and about Boston 
– cause us to be inspired and to inspire others.  And, the degree of selflessness was truly 
heartwarming and an inspiration to all of us to show more of the same ourselves.

 Selflessness is an interesting term. You often see it in college mottos. I picked just 
two colleges and their mottos. Our friend and colleague institution Bridgewater State 
University’s is “Not to be ministered unto but to minister”. Ferrum College in Virginia, 
where I was a faculty member for seven years has a very straightforward motto, “Not self 
but others.” Massasoit has a motto; I will get to it in a few minutes.

Inspiration fills this Commencement Ceremony in each and every one of you – Class 
of 2013; and fills your families and friends, and the faculty and staff of Massasoit 
Community College, and all of us on the platform. We all can remember great teachers 
and professors, a counselor, a financial aid officer, a maintenance person, a college police 
officer; maybe it’s one or two or many special individuals who inspired us to achieve, 
succeed, and to make the right choices. And of course graduates, there is the inspiration 

Around  About At Massasoit Community College

Commencement 2013

Vice President of Student Services and Enrollment Management David 
Tracy, leads the students as Grand Marshall.

Excited Massasoit graduates line up before the procession. Professor Irving Weiner congratulates his student.Bagpiper Peter Reardon plays for the processional.

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College 
Commencement Remarks to the Class of 2013

President Wall with Honorary Degree recipients, William J. Morse and Charles H. Tartaglia and Board of Trustees Chair Pamerson Ifill.



Alumni Profile: Mark Lowell 
Class of 2004

Mark Lowell graduated from Massasoit 
Community College in 2004 with high 

honors, achieving an associate degree in 
Liberal Arts Transfer- Science. “I was in a 
somewhat unusual situation. As I entered 
Massasoit at age 16 after taking my GED, 
Massasoit was really where I discovered 

Local artist, musician, and poet Gary Rickson visited the Akillian Gallery for a 
gallery talk and poetry reading.

Staff Profile: Fran McCutcheon

Growing up, Frances McCutcheon loved spending summers at her grandfather’s farm 
in Woodstock, Vermont. Feeling the soil run through her hands and watching her 

grandfather’s crops grow throughout her idyllic  summers in the Green Mountain State, 
McCutcheon developed an “understanding and appreciation for the natural world” at a very 
young age, she said.

“I spent a lot of time with my grandfather and that’s part of how I developed a love for 
biology. I knew in fifth-grade I wanted to be a teacher, and I knew in seventh-grade I wanted 
to teach science. And I just always worked toward that goal,” said McCutcheon, who retired as 
Division Dean of Science in April, after some 30 years of teaching biology in various roles at 
Massasoit Community College.

Born in 1949 to Peg and Elmer Horton, McCutcheon grew up with her brother and 
sister in Fitchburg. She was the first person in her family to go to college. Her mother was 
a homemaker who never finished high school, and her father, who left school in eighth-
grade, was a steel mill worker. “My father loved science, and, had he had the opportunity, he 
would’ve loved to study chemistry,” said McCutcheon.

She went to Fitchburg State College and earned her Bachelors Degree in Biology in 1971. 
She taught at Gardner Junior High School until 1977, and then taught biology at Florida A&M 
University in Tallahassee until 1979. After moving back to Massachusetts, she earned her 
Master’s Degree in Arts of Teaching Biology in 1981.

After her son Jeremy was born in 1982, she and her husband Greg moved to Brockton in 
1983 and McCutcheon “put in an application at Massasoit. They called me in for an adjunct 
faculty position on Valentine’s Day 1983, and they hired me.”

Cupid aimed his arrow well—McCutcheon fell in love with Massasoit Community College. 
“I just loved the students; I loved the people I was working with in the sciences and math 
division,” she said. She had her daughter Molly in 1984, and stayed teaching part-time while 
her children were young. She took a full-time faculty position in 1992, teaching mostly 
microbiology. She was first named to the Division Dean post in 2002. She also served as the 

grievance officer for the 
Massasoit Professional 
Association and President 
of the Massasoit 
Professional Association.

She said serving a 
short stint teaching at 
Wheaton College from 
1989-91 only made her 
appreciate her role at 
Massasoit more: “I found 
I really enjoy working 
somewhere you can 
make a difference in a 
student’s life, especially 
returning students, 

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2602, 2603

Thursday, Sept. 12 from Noon to 2:00 p.m.

Save the date for the Annual Gala Awards & Luncheon

For more information about the Annual Awards Gala 
visit www.massbroadcastershof.org.

On Wednesday, May 8 Massasoit Community College, Higher Education 
Partners, LLC and Middleborough Public Schools celebrated the opening of 
the expansion of the Massasoit Community College Middleborough Center 
at 49 Union Street.

people who are making career changes. I really admire them because they’re balancing 
family, work and school. I was one of those fortunate people who were able to go to 
school full-time and get my degree. But a lot of students at Massasoit are working full-
time; they have families, and they’re really trying to make their lives better. You have to 
really admire what they do.”

She said some of her proudest moments during her career at Massasoit were the 
building of the new biotech lab, “which allowed us to offer courses and opportunities that 
we couldn’t offer before, like molecular and cell biologies. Another important thing we’ve 
been able to do is offer students opportunities in undergrad research. In order to get 
students to go on to study sciences at four-year colleges and universities, they really need 
the opportunities to practice (hands-on) science and to be mentored— that’s something 
we do at Massasoit that’s not necessarily done at other community colleges. That’s one 
thing that when I was dean, I was really looking for—faculty members who could mentor 
and engage students who wanted to go on in the sciences.”

She’s had many a student go on to study in the sciences at four-year schools, including 
Ivy League schools. Some have become professors or teachers, others have entered the 
medical field. But one of her favorite parts of her career was teaching the students for 
whom biology was not a 
strong suit.

“Some students who were 
not particularly successful 
in high school come to 
community college and 
discover their passion and 
academic ability,” she said. 
“For the first time, they have 
academic success. And that’s 
amazing to see.” 

Save the Date 
for the 

Annual Fall Gala 
to Benefit The United Student Fund 

Saturday, October 26, 2013   
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

how wonderful education can be when 
you can study what interests you instead of 
what the curriculum demands, and where 
teachers trust their students to learn instead 
of trying to force them to,” said Mark. While at 
Massasoit he was involved in the Math Team 
and was the AMATYC New England Regional 

Professor Fran McCutcheon 
Retired Dean of Science & Mathematics

Mark Lowell
Class of 2004

Champion in 2004. He also participated 
in the Amnesty International Club and 
Phi Theta Kappa honor society. “Math 
Team was a lot of fun. This may sound 
odd to people who aren’t mathematically 
inclined, and whose memory of math is 
suffering through an algebra class, but 
real math, where you are trying to tease 
the solution out of a problem instead of 
just applying a rote method, is really, really 
fun,” Mark noted.

Upon graduation, Mark went directly 
into the Mathematics program at the 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
where he earned his Bachelor of Science 
in Mathematics.  From there, Mark’s 

Are You A Massasoit  
Success Story?

Tell us your story and you could be featured in an  
upcoming issue of the Associate. 

Contact us at alumni@massasoit.mass.edu

passion for math took him across the 
world. He recently arrived home after two 
years of service in the Peace Corps. His 
mission was in Uganda, where he taught 
mathematics and was a supervisor to 
teacher trainees. Mark is currently studying 
theoretical mathematics at the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst in the Ph.D. 
program. He has passed his qualifying 
exams and is conducting research for a 
thesis in the area of contact and symplectic 
geometry; specifically on Legendrian 
contact homology, under Prof. Michael 
Sullivan. He is also teaching calculus at 
the University and is a math tutor in the 
tutoring center. 
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5th Annual Arts Festival

The winning team from Whelan Associates, LLC, pictured here with 
President Wall; Michael Doyle, David Ellis, Brian Droukas and Derek Fleming.

Golfers get ready!
A festive welcome greeted travelers along Randolph Street in Canton.

Festival-goers shopped many exciting crafters’ and artisans’ hand-made 
creations.

13th Annual Golf Tournament
On Monday, May 20, 2013, the 14th Annual Massasoit Community College Foundation Golf 
Classic was held at the Thorny Lea Golf Club with The Phia Group as the Platinum Title Sponsor. 

The tournament begins with a fun cookout on the patio at Thorny Lea Golf 
Club in Brockton.

Former Massasoit Vice President and CFO Betty Ann Learned joins her 
former assistant John Caffelle and successor William Mitchell for some fun 
on the course.

It was a beautiful day at the Canton Campus, as families, faculty, students, 
and visitors enjoyed activities indoors and out.

Entries for the Open Juried Exhibition were displayed under a giant tent, 
as on-lookers were entertained by Gary Rickson on keyboard. Nearly 
100 original works in oil, acrylic, watercolor, pastel, printmaking, and 
photography were featured.

Nuriman Faris, Massasoit Graphic Design graduate and Linda Dunn, Visual 
Arts Chair, join spectators to watch the giant steamroller make another 
6’ impression.

On Sunday, May 19, 2013, the Canton Campus hosted the 5th Annual Arts Festival with 
Bridgewater Credit Union as the Masterpiece Sponsor for the second year in a row. Highlights 
included three juried art shows, fine arts crafters, ceramics and print making demos, children’s 
activity tent, an inflatable obstacle course provided by the Old Colony YMCA, exciting raffles 
and gourmet food trucks with a live radio broadcast by 95.9 WATD FM. Hundreds of attendees 
enjoyed this free event. Funding was also provided by local Massachusetts Cultural Councils.

Dr. Wall with The Phia Group Team, Jen McCormick, Jeff Cabral, Luke Wasiak and Boris Senic.
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