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Felix deVito, dean of emergent technologies; nick Palantzas, Vice President of the  
Canton Campus; and Professor Gerald Janey, Chair of engineering technology.
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From the Desk of the President, Dr. Charles Wall
	 The	answer	is	yes	–	you	are	here	tonight.		And	as	you	go	forth	from	this	wonderful	
college,	I	offer	only	one	piece	of	advice,	and	I’m	going	to	throw	in	a	handful	of	ways	on	
how	to	make	use	of	this	advice.	I	think	we	are	getting	overly	accustomed	to	the	frantic	
pace	of	our	lives	today.		There	are	a	lot	of	ways	I	could	say	this,	but	I	think	you	all	know	
what	 I’m	saying.	 	Everything	 is	moving	 too	fast.	 	Too	much	multi-tasking,	 too	much	
being	by	virtual	reality	and	by	voice	in	several	places	at	the	same	time,	on	the	internet,	
on	cell	phones,	on	24/7	cable	–	you	know	what	I’m	talking	about.		My	advice	is	to	slow	
down	more,	do	more	“stopping	and	thinking.”	 	There	is	an	article	 in	 the	March	2008	
Chronicle	of	Higher	Education	by	Mark	Edmondson,	a	Professor	at	 the	University	of	
Virginia.		Its	title	is	“Dwelling	in	the	Possibilities”.		He	examines	his	encounters	with	
university	and	college	students	over	a	career	of	 teaching,	and	he	strikes	 these	 themes	
about	slowing	down,	doing	some	stopping	and	thinking.		
	 So	how	do	we	slow	down?		How	do	we	stop	and	think?		A	short	list.		Remember	we	
are	not	and	should	not	be	tools	of	technology.		Technology	is	a	tool,	finally.		Secondly,	
and	it	sounds	so	obvious,	but	take	time	for	yourself	and	others.		There	are	various	ways	
of	doing	that.		One	of	my	favorite	ways	to	do	that	is	to	smell	the	lilacs	each	and	every	
spring.		It’s	almost	too	late,	but	not	quite	too	late	for	this	spring.				Thirdly,	visit	a	loved	
one	in	a	nursing	home,	or	a	lonely	person	anywhere.		It	does	wonders.		Watch	the	sunrise	
and	watch	the	sunset.		Do	it	alone	and	then	do	it	with	a	valued	person,	but	don’t	take	any	
technology	with	you,	not	even	a	digital	camera,	or	whatever	-	don’t	take	it.		Fourthly,	
come	back	to	a	college	classroom	and	experience	the	academic	mission	of	colleges	and	
universities	again	and	again.		Finally,	read	a	really	good	book,	not	online,	not	scanning,	
but	read	it	in	a	relaxed	setting.
	 As	Mark	Edmondson	said,	“to	live	well	we	must	sometimes	stop	and	think	and	then	
to	remake	the	work	in	progress	that	we	currently	are.”		“There	is	no	better	place	for	that	
than	a	college	classroom	where,	together,	we	can	slow	it	down	and	live	deliberately	and	
stop	and	think	for	a	while.”
	 So,	 class	 of	 2008,	we	 are	 proud	 of	 you!	 	We	 are	 so	 pleased	 that	 you	 are	 a	 part	
of	this	family,	 the	Massasoit	Community	College	family.	 	We	honor	you	tonight.	 	Go	
forth	 and	 do	 yourselves,	 your	 families,	 your	 communities,	 your	 nation,	 and	 yes,	 the	
world	proud.		And	make	the	world	a	better	place	–	we	don’t	have	an	option	there,	really.	
Congratulations,	good	luck	and	“engage”!
	 (	I	will	devote	my	next	article	to	the	issue	of	College	expansion.)

As	I	did	 last	 year,	 I	want	 to	 share	with	 our	Alumni,	
Friends,	 and	 College	 Community	 the	 remarks	 I	
gave	 to	 our	 graduates	 at	 our	 41st	 Commencement	

Ceremony	 on	 May	 30,	 2008.	 	 If	 these	 words	 seem	 a	 bit	
“conversational”,	it	is	because	I	was	having	a	“conversation”	
with	 our	 graduates,	 which	 I	 thoroughly	 enjoyed.	 	 This	
year’s	Commencement,	like	past	years’	was	filled	with	high	
enthusiasm	and	energy	among	 the	class	and	palpable	pride	
in	the	audience.		The	Class	of	2008	included	877	graduates	
earning	722	Associate	Degrees,	34	One-Year	Certificates	and	
125	Short-Term	Certificates.

	 Class	of	2008:	For	 those	of	you	who	remember	graduation	 rehearsal	a	couple	of	
evenings	ago,	I	talked	about	a	quiz	of	sorts,	and	I	also	promised		that	you	wouldn’t	be	
asked	to	recite	anything	in	Latin	or	Greek.		And	it’s	not	a	long	quiz.		In	fact	I’ll	speed	it	
along	by	helping	you	with	the	answers.		It’s	a	quiz	based	on	a	poem.		The	poem	is	“Did	
I	Miss	Anything?”	by	Tom	Wayman	published	originally	in	The	Astonishing	Weight	of	
the	Dead	and	in	Did	I	Miss	Anything?		Selected	Poems,	1973-1993	So	here	we	go	–	it’s	
a	short	poem.		
	 Did	I	Miss	Anything?		This	question	is	asked	perhaps	surprisingly	and	rather	often	by	
students	after	missing	a	class!		The	poem	answers	one	of	the	classic	classroom	questions	
in	a	variety	of	witty	yet	thought-provoking	statements	generally	around	the	themes	of	
“Nothing”	or	“Everything.”		One	“Nothing”	says,	“When	you	were	not	present,	how	could	
something	significant	occur?”		And	one	“Everything”	concludes,	“Everything	contained	
in	this	classroom	is	a	microcosm	of	human	existence…	This	is	not	the	only	place	such	an	
opportunity	has	been	gathered,	but	it	was	one	place	and	you	weren’t	here.”		
	 But,	Class	of	2008,	you	were	here!		You	were	here!	You	were	here	in	the	classrooms,	
in	 the	 labs,	 in	 the	 clinicals,	 in	 the	ARC,	 in	 the	Plan	Office	 and	 in	 all	 the	 nooks	 and	
crannies	of	the	Canton	and	Brockton	campuses.		And	you	experienced	it	all.		
	 And,	the	full	answer	to	the	question	is	simple,	you	were	not	only	here	at	Massasoit,	
but	you	are	here	tonight.		Was	your	Massasoit	experience	part	of	the	fullness	of	human	
existence?		Yes,	I	think	so.		There	were	ups	and	downs.		You	were	sometimes	encouraged	
and	sometimes	discouraged.		You	laughed	and	sometimes	felt	the	sting	of	disappointment,	
but	you	increased	your	knowledge,	your	self	awareness,	your	understanding	and	your	
perspective.		

News from the Office of Development and Alumni Relations

Dear	 Alumni	 and	 Friends,	 I	 hope	 you	 enjoy	 the	
summer/fall	 2008	 edition	 of	 our	 Alumni	 and	
Friends	newsletter,	The Associate,	featuring	pictures	

highlighting	our	Commencement,	our	W.B.	Mason/Massasoit	
Community	College	Foundation	Golf	Classic,	new	directions	
for	our	Canton	Campus,	our	upcoming	Dinner	Theater	Gala	to	
raise	funding	for	“Smart”	classrooms,	and	more.		As	always,	
I	 look	 forward	 to	your	 continued	 feedback	concerning	 this	
edition	 and	 what	 you	 would	 like	 to	 read	 about	 in	 future	
publications.
	 Please	continue	 to	check	our	web	site	 for	exciting	

events	coming	up	on	both	campuses.		On	the	Canton	Campus,	the	“Art,	Art,	&	more	Art”	
Series	featuring	Petra	Seibertova	‘02	and	Megan	Griffin’07	will	be	on	display	through	
the	October	6th	closing	reception	from	1:00	p.m.	to	3:00	p.m.			The	opening	reception	for	
2008	alumna	Jennifer	“Star”	Torrey’s	work	will	be	held	on	Thursday,	November	13th	at	
5:00	p.m.		The	exhibition	will	feature	her	works	in	acrylics,	metal,	clay,	and	graphite.		As	
Star	is	an	accomplished	portrait	artist,	this	exhibition	will	include	a	large	number	of	her	
commissioned	works	on	loan	to	the	college	especially	for	this	show.		On	the	Brockton	
Campus,	The	Buckley	Performing	Arts	Center	features	a	variety	of	shows	appealing	to	
all	age	groups.		The	Culinary	Arts	Thursday	Luncheon	series	will	resume	on	September	

25th	through	the	first	week	of	December.		Also,	on	October	25th,	the	fast	paced	musical	
comedy,	 “The	Butler	Did	 It	 Singing”	will	 be	 the	 featured	 entertainment	 for	 our	 Fall	
Gala	at	our	Conference	Center.		All	monies	raised	from	this	wonderful	event	will	benefit	
equipping	 new	 “Smart”	 Classrooms	 on	 both	 campuses.	 (please	 see	 accompanying	
articles)	
	 We	continue	to	receive	annual	fund	donations	to	assist	many	areas	of	the	college,	
including	 The	 United	 Student	 Fund,	 General	 Scholarships,	 and	 the	 Shaw’s	 Modern	
Language	Lab	to	name	just	a	few	areas.		Every	dollar	raised	is	crucial	to	the	college’s	
ability	 to	 serve	 the	 community.	 	 We	 warmly	 welcome	 your	 support.	 	 For	 further	
information,	please	visit	our	web	site	www.massasoit.mass.edu	and	click	on	Alumni	and	
Friends	or	call	us	at	508.588.9100,	extension	2602	or	2603.	 	We	sincerely	appreciate	
your	help.		Thank	You!		
	 Our	alumni	are	indeed	the	foundation	of	our	Massasoit	Community	College	family.		
We	value	your	input	and	we	would	like	you	to	stay	involved	with	us.		Please	email,	call,	
or	write	to	me	with	any	stories	or	updates,	as	we	would	love	to	hear	from	you.		We	will	
continue	featuring	alumni	and	friends	in	future	newsletters.
	 Again,	please	enjoy	The Associate.		I	will	be	waiting	to	hear	from	you!
Sincerely,
Sheryl	Savage
Executive	Director	for	College	Advancement

Alumna Profile: Jeanie Martins

Jeanie	 Martins	 attended	 Massasoit	 for	 only	 two	
semesters,	 nearly	 twenty	 years	 ago.	 But	 she’s	 never	
forgotten	 her	 experiences	 there.	 	 Jeanie	 has	 been	 a	

successful	 real	 estate	 agent	 and	 broker	 for	 over	 a	 dozen	
years,	 and	 she	 credits	 her	Massasoit	 experience	 for	 giving	
her	the	confidence	and	encouragement	that	helped	to	get	her	
launched	in	her	successful	career.	How	successful?	A	single	
parent,	Jeanie	owns	her	own	commercial	and	residential	real	
estate	brokerage,	Martins	&	Associates	Real	Estate,	serving	
the	Brockton	and	Southeastern	Massachusetts	area,	and	also	

owns	 and	 operates	 Eastside	Market,	 a	 convenience	 store	 in	 the	 Brockton	 area.	And	
she	has	recently	begun	funding	the	Massasoit	EXCEL	Program	for	at-risk	high	school	
students.	Her	generous	donation	reflects	her	success,	her	generosity,	and	the	high	regard	
she	holds	for	Massasoit	and	her	teachers.
	 Why	 did	 you	 choose	Massasoit	 Community	 College?	 Location. It was close to 
home. I was taking care of my mother, who was sick, and I didn’t want to go far.
	 Was	there	anything	specific	you	were	looking	for	at	Massasoit?	There was nothing 
specific. I wanted to learn about business. Once I got there, I loved it.
	 What	 did	you	wind	up	 finding	 there?	Nancy Sullivan and Theresa Gonzalez are 
the only names I remember, but I had nothing but positive experiences. Nancy was 
very supportive. My mother was sick, I had a fulltime job. It was their support and 
encouragement that got me started and helped me get what I needed.
	 Why	did	you	only	stay	for	two	semesters?	I had a great job opportunity with Brown 

and Williamson in Rhode Island. I wanted to buy a house. The job was in merchandising 
and sales, and it was a great introduction to a business career. It also allowed me to start 
working in real estate on the side.
	 What	experiences	from	Massasoit	have	stayed	with	you	over	the	years?	It was all 
wonderful. Things were tough when I started. I wound up selling my antiques rather than 
applying for financial aid. And I worked part-time in the media department for Theresa 
Gonzalez. I learned skills there, such as photography, that I still use today, and I got 
paid. Theresa, like Nancy, was one of those people who really cared. I learned a lot more 
than what went on in the classroom. Theresa gave me confidence and really pushed me. 
I can even remember her working with me on the resume that helped me get the Brown 
and Williamson job.
	 What	are	the	circumstances	of	your	recent	reconnection	with	Massasoit?	I went to 
see my nephew, Kierre West, graduate from the EXCEL Program. I hadn’t gone back for 
many years.  By accident, I ran into Nancy. I was so happy to see her, and mentioned 
how much the program had helped my nephew. When she told me that their funding 
was expiring, I said that I would love to sponsor for a year. [Jeanie has now funded the 
program for two years—Ed.] I believed in it. I have the best feeling about the program.
	 Why	this	program?	Because of the impact on him. I also benefited from a similar 
program. English wasn’t my mother’s first language. We were very isolated until two 
Boston University students, Jude and Debby, connected with us as part of a BU program. 
They took us out of our isolated world. We went to movies, plays, concerts. I got my 
love of classical music and the theater from them and the program. I can never forget 
them. So I wanted to give back. There’s a saying: “If you do something for a child, they 
remember it forever.” That’s why I did this. I want these kids to experience the excitement 
I felt. 

The Alumni Association 

Hello	 To	All!	 My	 name	 is	 Bonnie	 Blackler.	 	 I	 am	
President	 of	 the	 Massasoit	 Community	 College	
Alumni	Association,	Class	of	1992.	The	Association	

meets	on	the	second	Thursday	of	each	month	from	September	
to	 June	 at	 7:00	P.M.	The	meetings	 are	 held	 in	 the	Student	
Center	Conference	Room	 in	 the	 lower	 level	of	 the	Student	
Center	on	the	Brockton	Campus.		Please	feel	free	to	contact	
me	at	alumni@massasoit.mass.edu.	
					The	Association’s	goal	is	to	continually	raise	money	for	
student	 scholarships,	 build	 working	 relationships	 with	 the	

many	 valuable	 organizations	 at	Massasoit	 and	 to	 develop	 awareness	 for	 the	Alumni	
throughout	the	college.		Please	come	join	us	and	have	fun	working	on	events.	We	welcome	
any	new	ideas.	Any	students	with	at	least	24	credits	and	all	graduates	are	encouraged	to	
become	part	of	our	Association.	
	 To	me,	serving	as	President	of	the	Massasoit	Community	College	Alumni	Association	
is	a	great	Honor!		During	my	years	as	a	student,	Massasoit	gave	me	so	much	and	it	is	with	
great	pleasure	I	now	return	some	of	those	gifts	as	President	of	the	Association.
Sincerely,
Bonnie	Blackler
President,	Alumni	Association



The	 EXCEL	 Program	 is	 one	 of	 the	
many	ways	Massasoit	serves	the	needs	
of	 its	 community.	 Partnering	 with	

the	 Brockton	 school	 system,	 the	 program	
provides	 after	 school	 career	 exploration	 and	
support	 services	 to	 “at	 risk”	 students.	These	
students,	 typically	 the	 first	 generation	 of	
their	 families	 with	 college	 aspirations,	 are	
identified	and	recruited	by	Amanda	Huggon-
Mauretti,	Special	Programs	Coordinator,	who	
coordinates	 all	 aspects	 of	 the	 program.	 Not	
surprisingly,	 these	 students	 need	 financial,	

academic	and	career	 support	 and	guidance.	Massasoit	provides	 the	expertise,	with	 its	
range	of	tutoring	and	counseling	services.	The	outside	community	provides	the	funding.	
For	the	first	three	years,	Putnam	Investments	of	Boston,	a	seventy-year-old	international	
financial	management	 firm	with	$165B	 in	assets,	picked	up	 the	 tab.	At	 the	end	of	 its	
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Keeping the Pump Primed for the EXCEL Program’s Outreach

Attendees socializing and having dinner following the 
day of golf.

The 2008 golf volunteers gearing up for a fun filled day

Massasoit Community College Foundation 
Secretary, Steven Murphy, thanking the 
participants of the tournament.

The winning team enjoying a moment with the President,  (L-R) Jay Sarson, Ed 
Mack, Dr. Charles Wall, Phil Sheppard, Chris Sheppard

W. B. Mason/Massasoit  
Community College  
Foundation Golf Classic
On	June	2,	2008,	the	W.	B.	Mason/Massasoit	Community	College	Foundation	
Golf	Classic	was	held	at	Thorny	Lea	Golf	Club	in	Brockton,	MA.	Money	
raised	helps	the	MCC	Foundation	assist	the	college	in	its	mission.	Thank	
you	to	all	the	players,	sponsors,	attendees,	and	volunteers.		Please	join	us	on	
June	1,	2009	for	our	next	tournament.		

The W. B. Mason Team with the President, (L-R) Chris Ward, Bob
Hamm, Dr. Charles Wall, Alfie O’Shea, and Tom McCann.

three-year	commitment,	Nancy	Sullivan,	Director	of	Academic	Support	Services	and	the	
EXCEL	Program,	was	looking	for	a	successor.	The	successor	found	her.	Jeanie	Martins,	
of	Martins	&	Associates	Real	Estate	 in	Brockton,	hasn’t	been	in	business	for	seventy	
years	like	Putnam,	but	she’s	felt	that	she	owed	her	success	to	her	brief	but	inspiring	time	
at	Massasoit.	Who	better	to	follow	an	international	donor	than	a	local	former	student?	
What	better	way	to	demonstrate	the	long	term	reach	of	the	Massasoit	experience?
	 Jeanie’s	generosity	wasn’t	driven	only	by	her	own	experiences.	She	 reconnected	
with	Nancy	at	her	nephew’s	graduation	from	the	program.	For	Jeanie,	funding	EXCEL	
for	one,	and	then	two	years,	was	her	way	of	paying	back	Nancy	and	Theresa	Gonzalez,	
who	had	taught,	encouraged	and	inspired	her	nearly	twenty	years	earlier.	Nancy	casually	
mentioned	that	she	was	looking	for	funding,	and	Jeanie	replied	“I’ll	do	it.”		It	was	just	
as	simple	as	that,	succeeding	a	multi-billion	dollar	company	and	keeping	a	successful	
program	going.	And	 Jeanie	 is	 getting	 paid	 back	 for	 her	 generosity.	 She’s	 taken	 on	 a	
student	from	the	program	as	an	intern	in	her	real	estate	office,	and	he’s	performed	so	well	
that	a	paid	four-week	contract	has	now	grown	to	ten	weeks.		

Emergent Technologies: “New Directions” 

The	Division	of	Emergent	Technologies	at	 the	Canton	campus	has	been	created	
to	meet	the	new	challenges	facing	the	state	and	national	economy.	The	Division	
has	 evolved	 from	 the	 former	 Division	 of	 Applied	 Technology	 that	 included	

Architectural	 Technology,	 Art,	 HVAC,	 Diesel,	 Verizon	 and	 Electronic	 Technology	
departments.		As	a	first	step	for	the	new	Division,	Dean	Felix	DeVito	plans	to	augment	
core	 technical	 syllabi	 with	 cutting	 edge	material.	 	 This	 new	 curriculum	will	 include	
material	on	sustainability,	bio	fuels,	geothermal	energy	and	a	much	stronger	integration	
of	required	physics	with	technical	courses.		In	addition,	the	Division	is	acquiring	state	
of	the	art	equipment	and	software	used	in	film	studio	productions,	a	major	new	industry	
in	the	State.		Modern	film	production	studios	rely	on	a	workforce	skilled	in	both	art	and	
technology.	 	Graphics	production	skills	are	an	asset	not	only	for	 those	looking	at	 that	
field,	but	are	valuable	tools	 in	many	areas,	from	the	financial	world	to	medicine.	The	
Division	has	a	full	art	department	in	addition	to	the	technical	programs	like	electronic	
technology,	making	the	Division	well	positioned.		The	integrated	offerings	of	the	Division	
will	provide	a	diversified	base	to	produce	well-rounded,	skilled	students	who	can	master	
change.		As	Dean	DeVito	says:	“The	new	division	will	have	to	be	dynamic	by	definition	
because	if	Massachusetts	remains	successful	there	will	be	a	continual	emergence	of	new	
technologies.”			These	technologies	will	not	only	drive	business	and	education,	but	also	
profoundly	impact	people’s	lives	in	the	twenty-first	century.	
	 There	is	ample	evidence	of	a	growing	need	for	change	in	the	programs	and	the	great	
opportunities	that	may	be	realized.		One	body	of	evidence	is	in	the	July	2008	report	from	
the	Milken	Institute.	
		Massachusetts retains its 1st-place position in the 2008 State Technology and Science 
Index…. Its lead has diminished somewhat, but Massachusetts remains the gold 
standard for other states to consider when evaluating their own technology and science 
capabilities…. As the National economy enters a challenging period… leading states are 
not immune to economic deterioration…. The technical and scientific work force of a 
state propels its technological sophistication, innovation, and economic growth. (Milken 
Institute Report, 2008)

Integrating Programs and Campuses
	 Success	of	the	Emergent	Technologies	Division	will	depend	on	more	than	a	newly	
ordered	integrated	academic	program.	It	will	also	rely	on	improving	the	capabilities	and	
links	between	Massasoit’s	two	campuses:	Brockton	and	Canton.		For	example,	two	of	
the	five	“Smart”	classrooms	projected	for	the	coming	year	will	be	at	Canton.		Another	

key	component	is	a	close	relationship	
with	the	Office	of	Grants.		These	are	
ambitious	 programs,	 and	 even	 an	
energized	and	focused	college	needs	
to	 develop	 ways	 to	maximize	 grant	
acquisition.		
	 With	 the	 vision	 and	 leadership	
of	 President	 Wall,	 Nick	 Palantzas,	
Vice	 President	 of	 the	 Canton	
campus,	 is	 focused	 on	 promoting	 a	
special	identity	for	the	campus,	while	
preserving	 a	 shared	 commitment	 to	
the	 mission	 of	 the	 College.	 Future	
objectives	 include	 developing	 new	partnerships	and	strengthening	existing	relations	with	
educational,	community,	business,	and	civic	organizations.	Educational	support	in	the	form	
of	internships,	jobs,	and	cooperation	on	projects	is	also	significant.

Building on and Expanding Successful Programs
	 The	mission	 is	 set,	 but	 the	 objectives	 are	 continually	 evolving.	 	 In	 some	 areas,	
successful	 programs	 such	 as	 the	 Verizon-supported	Associate	 Degree	 in	 telecommunication	
Technology	will	provide	the	models	for	new	partnerships	with	businesses	and	with	unions.	
Massasoit	will	also	seek	to	expand	successful	academic	programs	such	as	“articulation	
agreements,”	with	four-year	schools	such	as	Bridgewater	State	College,	Massachusetts	
College	of	Art	and	The	Boston	Architectural	College.	These	agreements	allow	students	
to	gain	full	credit	towards	the	first	two	years	of	their	degree	program	at	their	new	school.	
Committed	 to	 expanding	 its	 technology	offerings,	Massasoit	will	 continue	 to	 turn	 its	
attention	 to	 the	business	and	academic	communities	of	 the	state,	 serving	 its	 students’	
needs	and	the	needs	of	the	outside	community.	Dean	DeVito	has	a	background	in	the	
academic	world	and	 in	business.	He	can	 read	 the	campus	 from	both	perspectives.	To	
him,	“there	 is	excitement	on	campus.	The	faculty	has	been	anxious	 to	go	beyond	 the	
status	quo.	They	want	to	stay	in	the	game.”		Vice	President	Palantzas	will	concentrate	on	
enhancing	academic	resources	for	students	at	the	Canton	campus,	in	order	to	maximize	
opportunities	 for	 student	 success.	 	The	Dean,	 faculty,	 and	Vice	President,	 along	with	
President	Wall	and	Vice	President	of	Faculty	and	Instruction,	Barbara	Finkelstein,	are	
prepared	to	meet	the	new	challenges	of	emergent	technologies.

(L-R) EXCEL program student intern  
James Seitua, Amanda Huggon-Mauretti,  
Nancy Sullivan, and Jeanie Martins.

Canton Campus Main Entrance



Peter Meggison doesn’t live in the status quo. Outside the classroom he likes to 
move around. He’s biked, kayaked, and hiked through the 50 states, run marathons, 
and topped more than a few mountains, including California’s 14,494-foot Mt. 

Whitney, the highest mountain in the lower 48 states. His off-campus life merely reflects 
his professional and academic life. How far has he traveled there? A community college 
graduate with a doctorate from The University of Massachusetts, he began his career 
teaching “old technology” courses like shorthand. Do you remember shorthand? When 
he started, the world of business and business education mirrored the world of Mad 
Men: rows of desks with typewriters and adding machines, secretarial pools and a rigid, 
structured environment. When Peter started training students for that world, he says that 
at first “I thought I was in heaven.” Who knew that a global change was afoot? But by 
the late 1970s, Peter came to see that “vast technological changes were on the horizon 
that would impact the business world, the business curriculum, and how 
and what I taught.” That restlessness and drive to look up and out pushed 
him out of the cocoon and he’s never been back.
 When Peter saw the paradigm-shifting changes in business office 
operations and technology on the horizon, he successfully sought and 
won a Commonwealth of Massachusetts grant to study developing office 
technologies at the University of Wisconsin, returning to Massachusetts 
to incorporate this new vision into his classes and eventually orchestrate 
with his colleagues the transformation of business education at the 
community college. Keeping his eye on the changes and incorporating 
them into the curriculum has been his focus since the seventies: moving 
from word processing through ever-evolving programming languages and 
applications to today’s information devices. The goals of his teaching and 
the Computer Technology and Information Department are to prepare many students for 
careers in IT, but also to prepare others to use computer and information technology for 
their non-technical career choices.

Navigating the Changing World of Business Technology
 Peter’s journey through the changing world of business technology and business 
education has had a number of valuable stops: an MA in Business Education, an 
advanced degree from the University of Wisconsin, and his doctorate from UMass. He’s 
also served as national and regional officer for a number of professional associations, 
holding such offices as national president of Delta Pi Epsilon, an honorary graduate 
business education society, and president of the Massachusetts and the National Business 
Education Associations, as well as chair of the National Policies Commission for Business 
and Economic Education. Perhaps his greatest recognition was winning the 2005 John 
Robert Gregg Award in Business Education, the most prestigious award in his field. Peter 
is proud to be the first winner from a community college, as recognition of his career-

Staff Profile: Peter Meggison
A Man Who Doesn’t Stand Pat

long commitment to community 
college education and the role of the 
community college. There has been 
a universe of change since he began 
his community college teaching 
career in 1974: “Twenty-five or more 
years ago it was the expectation that 
a student would finish his or her 
program in two years… not so today. 
Students today are media-savvy…. 
They enjoy learning on the computer 
and expect immediate feedback and 
results. Most of the students, though, have remained goal-oriented over the years; in 
other words, they have an objective (a job in business); and they feel the training they 
receive at Massasoit will prepare them for that kind of position.”  The technology has 

changed, but not the students, nor the mission to meet their needs.
         Nevertheless, in a rapidly changing business and classroom environment, 
it’s no surprise that students can feel uncomfortable. Peter’s research often 
addresses that issue.  Some typical research articles he authored include: 
“What’s Next? Here Today, Gone Tomorrow?” and a recent award-winning 
piece he co-authored: “Computer Anxiety and the Community College 
Student.” Business education in the twenty-first century has had to deal 
with rapid change and the resulting anxiety. Peter has addressed that issue 
and has also turned his attention to an equally challenging issue: Computer 
Ethics.  He has been instrumental in making a course in Computer Ethics 
a requirement for Associate Degree students in business and information 
management. In this course, students focus on privacy, computer crime, 
freedom of expression, intellectual property rights, and the many other 

computer-related issues broadcast in the media every day. Not surprisingly, Peter has 
written and lectured on this issue and has made over 70 presentations to professional 
audiences throughout the country on business education topics.

Grounded in a Supportive Community
 Peter has seen many changes in his time at Massasoit, but there have been many 
constants, especially “my students, my colleagues, and the wonderful atmosphere 
that exists in the community college system for teaching, learning and professional 
development. People are supportive of one another’s goals and aspirations, and the 
College certainly makes a very strong attempt to create a pleasant work and educational 
environment for students and faculty alike.”
 As a successful teacher, Peter has always looked inward, at the attitudes and needs 
of his students, and outward, at the evolving world they will need to thrive in. It’s been 
a challenge, but one that he has met, with energy and imagination, in a supportive and 
dynamic environment. 

“Peter Meggison represents the best that 
community colleges have to offer.  He is a 
dedicated teacher whose primary concern is 
improving the educational environment for 
his students. Peter is tireless in his efforts 
to  make his department, and, by extension 
Massasoit Community College, the place to 
learn marketable skills. I am proud to say 
that he is my colleague.”~Richard Cronin,
Executive Director of College Communications

Attendees at the Phi Theta Kappa International Convention where Dr. Charles Wall   received the  
Shirley B. Gordon Award of Distinction for outstanding support of the college’s chapter.  The students  
were sponsored by the Massasoit Community College Foundation.  (L-R)  Maryann Russell,  
V. P. Carl Kowalski, Janis Williams, Professor Charles Mastrangelo, Interim Director of Student Life  
James Blandino, President Charles Wall, Cindy Landreville and Katherine Paska.

Phi Theta Kappa International Convention

One of Massasoit’s educational goals is to deliver the tools and skills that meet their 
students’ educational and career needs. To meet that goal, our classrooms need to 
take advantage of the latest technology to enhance the learning experience, and 

also to teach our students how to use that technology in their own careers. The “Smart” 
Classrooms is a concept that encompasses many technology-based 
learning tools. Document cameras, computer-controlled projectors, 
tablet computers, touch screens and mobile command consoles are just 
some of the devices that go into a “Smart” Classroom. These tools are 
not only for instruction, but are tools that students need to master to 
enhance their own academic and professional careers. 
 Ed Krasnow, Acting Director of TV, Radio and Instructional Media, 
points out that The “Smart” Classroom offers great advantages to the 
faculty and students who use it.  Ed further notes that Massasoit has 
had smart technology in its classroom for decades, but with each year 

What Are “Smart” Classrooms and Why Does Massasoit Need Them?
faculty expectations for enhanced teaching devices and student anticipation for enhanced 
learning tools and training have risen.  Room Control Systems are a high priority for 
business, information management and technology-based courses, and for courses in 
math and the sciences. With a Room Control System, a single push button panel controls 

and integrates all the devices. The console makes the system easy 
to use, and allows teachers to be teachers, rather than tech wizards. 
With lowering prices, and the increased demand for the “Smart” 
Classroom’s tools, the time couldn’t be better for this fall’s Gala 
fundraiser. The October 25th Gala will be the kick off event to raise 
funds for five fully equipped classrooms to meet faculty and student 
needs. The proceeds from the fundraiser, invested in technology 
driven by the faculty and the students, will deliver a significant 
return on investment, and continue Massasoit’s ongoing mission to 
meet the educational and career needs of its students.  Canton Campus students in current 

version of “Smart” classroom. 

The “Smart” Classroom integrates many types of technology to provide tools for 
teachers and learning aides for students. As we detail elsewhere in The Associate, 
there are various levels of technology or “smartness” that can be built into the 

learning experience. Document cameras, computer-controlled projectors, multimedia 
systems and universal consoles are some of the tools that Massasoit’s faculty and 
students use to enhance the educational experience. The limiting factor to these powerful 
tools, of course, is funding, and that’s why on October 25th, the Massasoit Gala will 
raise funds for “Smart” Classrooms. Last year, Massasoit’s Fortieth Anniversary Gala 
Celebration successfully raised money for the Shaw’s Modern Language Lab, which 
will be dedicated this fall. This October the goal is to raise funds to provide for five fully 
equipped classrooms, three on the Brockton campus and two on the Canton Campus. 
 But the Gala is much more than a simple fundraiser. It’s a collaboration among 
many areas of the school: the Faculty and Instruction Division to select what is needed, 
the Conference Center to cater and manage the event, the Theater Group to coordinate 
the musical comedy The Butler Did It Singing, and many other groups and individuals 

October GALA Fundraiser Targets “Smart” Classrooms
participating to ensure a successful event.  With the dinner, the raffles, and the production, 
Peg Reardon, Executive Assistant to President Wall, promises that everyone “will have a 
great time and a chance to win some fabulous prizes too.” As with many other successful 
projects, the campus community is working together to provide the tools which will 
enhance the learning experience for all Massasoit students.

Peter Meggison surveys another 
challenge.

for the 10th Annual  
Massasoit Community College

Foundation Golf Classic
Thorny Lea Golf Club

Brockton, MA
  Tee Time at 1:00 p.m.

GOLFERS:   Save the Date!
Monday, June 1, 2009

For further information, please call 
Ed Lyons:  508-588-9100, x1008. 



41st Commencement Exercises, May 30, 2008.

Massasoit President Dr. Charles Wall addresses the 2008 graduates.

(L-R) Board of Trustee Chair Paula Anne Mather, Board of Higher 
Education Chair Frederick W. Clark, Jr., President Charles Wall,  
‘79 Alumnus the Reverend John Carl Swanson, Vice President  
Barbara Finkelstein, and Trustee Eugenie Fitzhugh

(L-R) Graduates and Student Senators; Nicole Loporto, Maria Tavares, 
and Janis Williams.

Honoree Dr. Burton Polansky speaks to 
the members of the class of 2008 and 
assembled guests.

Grand Marshall, 
Maureen Thayer,  
Dean of Students

Yes, you can make a difference.
Go to www.massasoit.mass.edu, or call 508-588-9100 ext. 2602

Thank you!
Providing today’s education for tomorrow’s success.

Brockton: One Massasoit Blvd., 02302 Canton: 900 Randolph St., 02021

To our alumni, staff, faculty, and friends; your donations have
helped the college to better serve our students and the
community. The Shaw’s Language Lab,The United Student
Fund, and Student Scholarships are some of the areas that
have benefited from your generosity.

The Annual Fund continues to be our lifeline.There re-
mains much to accomplish. Please help in our mission by
making a gift today. Every contribution, of any size, makes
a difference. You Can Make a Difference!

Please visit us on-line at www.massasoit.mass.edu and click
onAlumni & Friends or call 508-588-9100, extension 2602
for further information.




