
Nearly 8,000 students this fall. Two 
campuses. Over 50 degree pro-
grams and certificates. 930 strong 

in faculty and staff. 

But how did it all begin?
In 1958 Governor Foster J. Furcolo 

signed into law his bill to establish a system 
of community colleges for Massachusetts. 
Eight years later Dr. William Dwyer, 
President of the Regional Board of 
Community Colleges, hired Massasoit 
Community College’s first employee 
Professor TP Elliott-Smith. TP recalls the 
day, “I went to his office in the basement 
of the State House and he offered me the 
job of Assistant Professor and handed me 
a Parker fountain pen. He said, ‘This is 
too important for a ballpoint.’ My salary? 
$7,063.” Within days the first Massasoit 
President was hired, John Musselman, 
and he began building his staff. The 
small staff set to the giant task of creating 
classes and buying books, though they 
still didn’t know where their location 
would be. “I had to drive to loading docks 
all over Plymouth County to get our book 
deliveries; they couldn’t 
come to us, because we had 
no address,” said Professor 
Elliott-Smith.

We began classes in 
September of 1966 in the 
Frolio School in Abington 
with 358 students and 22 
faculty.  Here we were given 
courteous accommodations 
by Abington, “We used 
their labs, we inherited their 
custodians, and if Abington 
called off school for bad 
weather, we didn’t go either,” stated 
Professor Elliott-Smith, “I still remember 
my first day, my first class, and the first 
student name I called. It was English Comp. 
1, and the student was Kenn Anania.” 
Kenn graduated in the first Massasoit 
Community College commencement, went 
on to get his Bachelor’s then Master’s 
Degrees and returned in 1971 to join our 
faculty. Kenn was the first graduate we 
hired, and he is still on our faculty today.

“The Blue Hills Technical Institute 

(now our Canton Campus) also began in 
September of 1966, a curious coincidence. 
The Institute offered one and two year 
certificates only at that time, no degrees. I 
was one of the first faculty members there,” 
stated Professor David Malone.  At that time 
technical institutes could only grant degrees 
if the most proximate state community 
college had no objection; otherwise the 
degree would have to be offered jointly. 
Blue Hills officials met with President 
Musselman in 1968-69 and were told that 
since Massasoit had no permanent campus 
yet, and the schools had different curricula, 
there was no objection. “ ‘Baby Boomers’ 
were coming of age, and the attitude was 
that there were so many potential students 
out there that there would be enough for 
everybody,” noted Professor Malone.

Enrollment was growing in Abington, so 
in 1968 we expanded to the Howard School 
in W. Bridgewater. Offices were made 
out of parlors in the old mansion turned 
college, but it eased the physical burden 
of a growing student body. This campus 
housed our Business Programs while Camp 
Miramar in Duxbury focused on Liberal 
Arts. Miramar was a beautiful location and 

remained open for a couple 
years even after our move 
to Brockton, with faculty 
and staff traveling back 
and forth. 1972 was an 
exciting year; we became 
accredited and moved to 
our permanent location in 
Brockton with five newly 
constructed buildings; the 
student center, business 
building, the science and 
technology buildings and 
the maintenance building. 

“In 1971 we had 1,401 day school 
students and it cost about $200 a year for 
school,” said Dan Kimborowicz, Registrar 
since then.  “About 75% of our curriculum 
was career based. The Executive Secretarial 
Program was very popular along with the 
engineering and electrical programs. In 
the 1970’s there was Nursing, but no other 
Allied Health programs,” according to Mr. 
Kimborowicz. Back then we had selective 
admissions, not changing to open admissions 
until legislation in 1974. “Before 1974 the 
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In 1966 the Frolio School in Abington opened as Massasoit Community College.

traditional student went to school from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and stayed enrolled for four 
semesters”, he added, “If you dropped out 
or failed a course, you would go to summer 
school.” In the 1970’s there were no vice-
presidents, Deans ran administration. 
“Registration closed six weeks before 
school started. This allowed enough time 
for the ‘key punch staff’ to do the data 
processing. Copies were made as dittos on 
a mimeograph machine, and at the end of 
every week we would have to dump out the 
big vat of junk that accumulated,” Dan said. 
In 1978 we opened phase two of the 
Brockton campus: the administration 

building, liberal arts, fine arts, humanities, 
and the field house, the same campus you 
see today. “This enabled us to expand 
programs greatly,” stated Mr. Kimborowicz. 
Throughout the 70’s enthusiasm was high, 
there were faculty and student theater 
presentations, staff vs. student softball and 
volleyball games; there were parties, and 
plays, cookouts, and even some wild games 
of flag football. In the next issue the 80’s 
and 90’s brings more growth in numbers, 
in programs, and the addition of the 
Canton Campus. Massasoit’s community 
of learning continues to adapt and thrive in 
changing times.

Cooke Scholar Named 
Massasoit’s Iolanda Ferrara wins prestigious 
Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship

She almost didn’t apply to Bentley 
University. Massasoit’s top student 
for 2009 planned to continue her 

education, but as a single mother, she 
just couldn’t justify the cost of a college 
like Bentley. Then, Iolanda Ferrara of 
Randolph learned she was among 30 
community college students from across 
the country who had won the Jack Kent 
Cooke Scholarship. Each student is 
provided up to $30,000 a year for up 
to three years to transfer to a four year 
institution. “It is truly the highest honor 
I have ever received,” said Iolanda. 

She became a mother at 18, “My eight 
year old son was my initial motivation 
towards a better me and still continues 
to be the reason I push on.” Iolanda 
maintained a 4.0 average at Massasoit 
and became an active member of Phi 
Theta Kappa International Honor 
Society. She continued to work 30 hours 
per week as an assistant accountant, and 
participate in many volunteer efforts. 
“She is so bright, and so kindhearted. 
She is very involved in volunteerism and 
community service activities, but doesn’t 
draw attention to herself,” said Cathy 
Brogna, PLAN Counselor at Massasoit 
who nominated Iolanda.  

Iolanda is quick to note that the 
scholarship is based primarily on 
academics and financial need. But she 
learned at the Scholars Weekend hosted 
by the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation in 
Baltimore, Maryland, “It is also about 
heart. You have to want to give back to 

society.” She intends to advocate for 
more visibility for the scholarship at 
Massasoit. She said that she is lucky, 
because she was noticed and nominated, 
but is concerned for the students who 
may miss their opportunity of a lifetime 
because they didn’t approach a professor 
and say, ‘Hey, listen to my story’. She 
offers to be available to Massasoit 
students for advice in applying and 
to tell her story to groups of students, 
in hopes of letting them know, “This 
can happen to me”. Iolanda is now 
attending Bentley University, majoring 
in Corporate Finance and Accounting.

Massasoit student Iolanda Ferrara at 
the Spring  2009 commencement.

Massasoit Community College’s Brockton campus circa 1975.

Prof. T.P. Elliot-Smith



One of the “CHAIR-ity” Auction Chairs Many supporters of the arts turned out for the 1st Annual Arts Festival on the Canton Campus.

The weather cooperated on May 16th and 17th for Massasoit’s First Annual Arts 
Festival. After nearly a year of planning by faculty and staff, this successful event 
featured both an indoor and outdoor venue. 

The Open Juried Art Exhibition tent displayed nearly 100 works by 40 local artists, with 
1st Place awarded to Gloria Asselta Sullivan. The Akillian Gallery hosted the 9th Annual 
Juried Student Art Exhibit, with Karen Hays the recipient of the Alice L. Wall Award for 
Best of Show and Kelly Eary recipient of 1st Place. In the 4th floor art studios, students 
representing Blue Hills, Canton, Stoughton, Randolph, and Milton High Schools exhibited 
over 75 works for the Regional Juried High School Art Exhibit, with 1st place awarded 
to Victor Lemos of Stoughton. In addition, select crafters participated in the festivities by 

displaying and selling their pieces. 

Our “CHAIR-ity” Auction, made possible 
by a grant written by Professor Janet Tooker, 
was held Sunday afternoon with Professor 
Rollie Blanchette auctioning off 16 wooden 
chairs beautifully painted by students in 
the style of an artist whom they admired. 
Proceeds benefited the Canton Food Pantry. 

Also, printmaking demonstrations by 
Professor Linda Dunn and the Ink Monkeys 
gave all an opportunity to print their own 

recyclable lunch bags with images of turtles, ducks and frogs. Professor Judy Rossman held 
pottery demonstrations in the ceramics studio. In addition, there was an artist’s business 
seminar hosted by the college’s Professional Development Center, exciting raffles, and lots 
of food to enjoy.

“The success of this two day event is credited to staff, faculty, and volunteers across both 
campuses who gave of their time and energy. On behalf of the Committee, thank you one 
and all. If you missed the excitement this year, we hope you’ll join in the art spirit at the 
2nd Annual Massasoit Arts Festival coming this spring”, said Ellyn Moller, Director of the 
Akillian Art Gallery, the Milton Art Museum and Chairwoman of the Arts Fest Committee.  

As with the last two years, I am sharing 
my Commencement Address to the class 
of 2009. Please keep in mind that this was 

delivered as a speech originally; I have done only 
slight editing. I hope this series brings you back to 
the flavor of your commencements here and at other 
colleges and universities. So, here goes.

To the Class of 2009:
I  have a few minutes to do a l i t t le 

conversing, a little teaching, for you the Class of 
2009. First, a few facts about you: there are 872 of 

you this year, you range in age from 17 to 69, you represent 98 cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth as well as a number of countries of origin and other states. A number of 
you are Honors graduates; but more important than any of these details are your individual 
stories, each one of you.

Interestingly and a great coincidence for tonight’s ceremony, in this week’s Chronicle of 
Higher Education there is a marvelous and poignant article by Margot Mifflin, of the City 
University of New York, about students and their impact on faculty and vice-versa.

I want to read just the last paragraph of her article referring to students – to you. “They 
walk the same mythic landscape as the characters Toni Morrison or Tobias Wolff have 
etched into my imagination. But they are real and they are proof that public education is not 
merely a matter of self improvement, it is a means of survival.” 

Class of 2009, I can assure you that your faculty and staff at Massasoit know your stories 
and have viewed you as our sacred trust. You are “our literature.” It’s about you.  

Now, a few words – Study History! Study History! The exact phrasing comes from 
Winston Churchill, the legendary British Prime Minister. It is striking in its simplicity and 
its simple statement. Study History! Study History! It hangs on the wall in my office.

I would say yes - not because it is required, not because it provides all the answers 
whether to do this, or that, or to do nothing. Not because I urge it because, like Dr. Richard 
Freeland, the Commissioner of Higher Education, history is my academic discipline. And 
I say yes not because it is inherently interesting, which it is. If you disagree with this last 
statement, I think we need to have a more extended conversation because what you are 
saying is that life isn’t interesting.

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College

First Annual Arts Festival Draws a Crowd to the Canton Campus

If you really want to know what kind of teacher makes a difference in people’s lives, 
meet Professor Tim Trask. He has taught such classes as American Literature, Creative 
Writing, Composition and Poetry in his 27 years as a Professor of English and Writ-

ing. Before he started here in 1982, Tim taught at three different private colleges and uni-
versities. Upon coming to Massasoit he was impressed by staff and students alike, “Here, 
there is a wide range of students from high school to post retirement, and the faculty are 
among the best I’ve ever seen.  They are really focused on teaching and helping students 
succeed,” he said.  His own teaching style is friendly and interactive.  “The students don’t 
want to be lectured to, so I ask questions, I make it interactive, I try to relate it to their 
experiences,” he said. 

Dressed casually in a black t-shirt and black blazer, his humble presence gives no 
indication of his impressive education: a B.A.  in Literature from Eastern Nazarene College 
and M.A. and Ph.D. in English and Comparative Literature both from Columbia University. 
Dr. Trask, who asks to be called Tim, is married with three children. He is a Vietnam War 
Veteran who received the Bronze Star Medal (Merit) in 1968. He also has a film background 
which played well into his assignment as faculty advisor for the video club and his 12 year 
tenure as the Director of the Television/Radio Center at Massasoit.  “He is my mentor. He 
taught me so much. Students scramble to get into his classes,” said Ed Krasnow the current 
Director of the TV and Radio Station at Massasoit.

Tim’s true passion is writing fiction. That is no surprise, especially as you listen to him 
describe his historical novel/ screenplay based on the real-life character Hannah Dustin who 

lived in 1697.  You learn of a true woman warrior who endured great sadness and avenged 
it with the courage and strength rarely witnessed (or, more probably, recorded) in a woman. 
It is mesmerizing. His captivating storytelling skills can make you forget what is going on 
around you and, instead, you settle in for a great journey 
as if you were reading a favorite book.  During the 
course of the interview Tim tells one more tale; 
this one is about King Phillip’s War and the 
capture of Mary Rowlandson, another moving 
story told in vivid detail which has historical 
ties right here at Massasoit!

Tim Trask is a talented and beloved professor 
whose commitment to teaching has touched many 
students through the years. He is also a genuine 
person whose intelligence, passions, and talents 
are valued assets to the College community. 
Longtime colleague Richard Cronin, Acting 
Vice President of Student Services said it 
best, “Tim Trask is that rare combination of 
brilliance and modesty. Knowing him has 
enriched my life.”

Faculty Profile:  Professor Tim Trask

So, why study History? Because history gives us perspective on ourselves, our beliefs, 
our ideas, our family origins, our community, the nation, the world. Because it makes us 
self-aware of the range of possibilities and probabilities of life.

It increases our knowledge and understanding and it teaches us our limits as well as our 
opportunities, both of which are equally important!

Why Study History? It helps greatly to inform decision makers and citizens alike about a 
decision to go to war, or not, for example.  Study history because it encourages deliberation, 
and a feel for history tempers the redundant hyperbole that we face sometimes on 24/7 
cable television and on the internet. And history applies to all of us whatever our majors or 
profession; biology, nursing, criminal justice, social work, English or psychology, they all 
have their histories. For all of us the facts of the past are important to know.  And, history 
will help us to stay engaged.

History will greatly help us deal with North Korea – to understand the demilitarized zone 
– understand North and South Korea dating back to the early 1950’s where there was only 
a truce, now renounced by North Korea, in the Korean War. 

History will help us understand the importance of President Obama’s first Supreme 
Court appointment – the significance – the stakes, and give us the ability to influence that 
process through the U.S. Senate. History can make us optimistic about our democracy as 
well as offer tempered realism. Here, I’m talking about the Presidential Election of 2008; 
we demonstrate the capacity to reinvent ourselves like with the election of Jefferson and 
other turning points in our history.

So to quote Churchill, “Study history! Study history!” Use the perspectives of history and 
the temperament of history in your career and your lives

We have confidence in you, the Massasoit Class of 2009!  Go forth, do yourselves, your 
families, your communities, your nation, and yes, the world proud.

Make the world a better place. If this sounds like “just commencement talk,” is there an 
alternative to making the world a better place? If there is, come on up on this stage and we 
will talk about it!

Make the world a better place. We are proud of you. We and I congratulate you! “Engage.”

 Sincerely, 

 Dr. Charles Wall, President ,Massasoit Community College

Dr. Wall’s 2009 Commencement Address

Professor Tim Trask



Hello To All!
My name is Bonnie Blackler, Class of 1992. I am President of 
the Massasoit Community College Alumni Association.

The Alumni Association meets on the second Thursday of each month 
from September to June at 7:00 P.M. The meetings are held in the Student 
Center Conference Room on the lower level of the Student Center on the 
Brockton Campus. Please feel free to contact me at alumni@massasoit.

mass.edu.

The Alumni Association’s goal is to raise money continually for student scholarships, 
build working relationships with the many valuable organizations at Massasoit, and to 
develop awareness for the alumni throughout the college.

Please come join us having fun working on events and putting together a joyous reception 
for our graduating classes. We welcome any new ideas. Any students with at least 24 credits 
and all graduates are encouraged to become part of our Alumni Association.

To me, serving as President of the Alumni Association of Massasoit Community College 
is a great honor!  During my years as a student, Massasoit gave me so much and it is with 
great pleasure I now return some of those gifts as President of the Alumni.

 Sincerely,

 
 

 Bonnie Blackler, President, Alumni Association

The Alumni Association

Christine Canavan speaking 
at Dr. Wall’s Inauguration

Alumni Profile: State Representative Christine Canavan

News from the Office of Development and Alumni Relations

On June 1st, 2009, the W. B. Mason/Massasoit Community College Foundation Golf Classic was held at Thorny Lea Golf Club in Brockton. Money raised helps the Massasoit 
Community College Foundation assist the college in its mission. Thank you to all the players, sponsors, attendees, and volunteers.

10th Annual Massasoit Foundation Golf Classic  Held at Thorny Lea Golf Club

Carts lined up and ready to take golfers 
out for the start of the fun filled day

Massasoit Community College Golf Classic  
Volunteers gearing up for fun filled day for all

Dr. Charlie Wall helps one of the many 
teams by sinking an 18 foot putt for birdie

Christine Canavan describes a learning moment upon 
her return to school, “I was going at it the wrong 
way. I was memorizing rather than understanding.” 

Her biology professor here at Massasoit reminded her that 
it’s not enough to memorize the lesson, you have to learn 
it. Her story starts out like many others who travel through 
our doors. As a 30-year old mother 
of two, Christine Canavan started 
her new path here at Massasoit. She 
came with a plan to be a nurse. She 
graduated from Massasoit in 1983 
with an A.S. in Nursing and is now 

the State Representative of the 10th 
Plymouth District and a Registered 

Nurse. As a proud mother of two and grandmother of five, 
Christine’s sense of family, community and volunteerism are what 
motivates her. The Associate recently had the opportunity to sit 
down with Representative Canavan to talk about her story.

Why did you choose Massasoit? 

I live very close and actually never considered going anywhere 
else. Massasoit was the place to go for Nursing. It was scary at first. I 
remembered the quote by Eleanor Roosevelt, ‘Each day, do something 
that scares you.’ Before I knew it I was sitting in class with a book and  
a calculator. I went on to earn my BS in Nursing from UMass Boston.

After graduating from Massasoit you continued your education and worked as a 
nurse, then you became a State Representative in 1993, tell me about that transition.

I never aspired to do this. I was the Director of Nursing at the Brockton Dialysis Center and 
I was on the school committee. Then I realized these were two things I was very passionate 

about and was fighting for- now I look back and I think it was fate how it all came together 
and happened. Being a nurse is one of the best things to prepare to be a legislator- I learned 
how to listen, how to evaluate, and I have an understanding of healthcare issues. 

Are you still an RN?
Yes, I worked hard for my license and I keep it up. You can be a nurse outside the hospital. 

I am a nurse who happens to be a legislator also.
You sit on local boards such as the Library, Historical Society, 

and the Edwina Martin House, will you talk to me about the 
importance of community? 

I call it Pride of Ownership. Ownership of your neighborhood 
and of your greater community. 

What message would you like to send to students and community 
members who have chosen their path to start at Massasoit?

Do the best you can to earn your degree. Go and do it! And always 
take pride in where you are and where you went. I am extremely proud 
of both of the schools I attended. Massasoit is a great school and I got 
a great education there.

So what are your passions, your hobbies?
I do counted cross stitch. It helps as a stress reducer. I scrapbook, 

I love textiles and art. I am a voracious reader. And, of course, being 
with my grandchildren, every single one of them. I also love to travel. 

Last year I went to Taiwan, Israel, Spain, & Portugal. In Sderot, Israel in the Gaza Strip we 
came under fire while touring a community center/bomb shelter. It happened so fast. While 
some in my group were upset by the situation we were put in, all I could think was how dare 
I be upset, I can get on a bus and leave. I learned many lessons on that tour historically 
and politically.

Dear Alumni and Friends,
I hope you enjoy the summer/fall edition of our Alumni and 

Friends newsletter, The Associate, featuring highlights from 
commencement, the golf tournament, the college’s growth through the 
years, our student winning the Jack Kent Cooke Award, the 1st annual 
Art Festival, the pictorial section, “Around and About at Massasoit”, and 
more. As always, I look forward to your continued feedback concerning 

this edition and what you would like to read about in future publications.

Please continue to check our web site, www.massasoit.mass.edu to stay informed on what 
is happening at the college, as well as learning about our upcoming events.  On the Canton 
Campus, the Art, Art, and More Art series featuring alumnus, Charles Lanphear’s works on 
paper, canvas, and wood is currently on display through the fall of 2010.  On the Brockton 
Campus, The Buckley Performing Arts Center features a variety of shows appealing to all 
age groups. The Culinary Arts Thursday Luncheon series is coming to a close, but will 
resume in February of 2010. Our Annual Fall Gala, Making It at Massasoit, was held on 

October 24th to raise funding for the United Student Fund. The evening was a great success 
and fun was had by all! 2009 Gala highlights and pictures will be featured in the next issue 
of The Associate. Please save the date of October 23, 2010 for the next annual gala.

We continue to receive annual fund donations to assist many areas of the college,  
including the United Student Fund and General Scholarships.  Every dollar raised is crucial 
to the college’s ability to serve the community.  We warmly welcome your support.  For 
further information, please visit our web site and click on Alumni and Friends or call us at 
508-588-9100 extensions 2602 or 2603.  We sincerely appreciate your help.  Thank you.

Our alumni are indeed the foundation of our Massasoit Community College family.  
Please enjoy The Associate and stay in touch. I will be waiting to hear from you!

Sincerely,

Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Save The Date !
Join us for a fun filled day of Golf, Raffles & Dinner
Monday, May 24, 2010 at Thorny Lea Golf Club
Watch your mail for further details!

Golfers enjoy a delicious dinner 
after a long day on the links 

State Representative Christine Canavan today.
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To our alumni, staff, faculty, and friends; your donations have helped the college to better 
serve our students and the community. The SMART Classrooms, The Shaw’s Modern 
Language Lab, and Student Scholarships are some of the areas that have benefitted from 
your generosity.

This year we are focusing our efforts on the United Student Fund which assists eligible 
students with textbooks and mandatory health insurance. Please help us continue this 
effort by making a donation today. Every contribution makes a difference. You Can Make 
a Difference!

Please visit us online at www.massasoit.mass.edu and click on Alumni and Friends or call 
508-588-9100 x2603 for further information.  Thank you!

AROUND    ABOUT AT MASSASOIT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Today’s Education for Tomorrow’s Success!

Yes, you can make a difference.
Go to www.massasoit.mass.edu, or call 508-588-9100, x2602

(L-R) Dennis Kelly, President and CEO of Bristol 
County Savings Bank presents a $10,000 
check to Dr. Charles Wall, President, Massasoit 
Community College, and Dr. Jaqueline Forbes, 
Superintendent of Schools, Bridgewater-
Raynham Regional School District.

Former Massasoit Community College Trustee, 
and 2009 Honorary Degree Recipient, Gloria 
Striggles addressing the graduating Class 
of 2009 at the May 29th Commencement 
ceremony held in the newly renovated Peter 
G.  Asiaf Field House.

Excited graduates lining up for processional 
prior to Commencement ceremony.

Dr. Wall presenting a degree to one of the 
many 2009 graduates at Commencement.

the associate
a newsletter for the alumni & friends  
of massasoit community college

Thank you!

(l to r) Dr. Charles Wall, Chris Tsaganis, Michael Johnson, and Maria Samson at the November 
5th dedication of the Tsaganis Family “SMART” classroom on the Brockton Campus made 
possible by a generous gift of $30,000 from the “Bessie Tsaganis” Memorial Fund.

(l to r) Kathy and Ken Fortini  along with Charles and Eileen Altieri at the October 20th Canton 
Campus dedication of the John Altieri and Paul Fortini “SMART” Classroom, made possible 
by a generous donation of $30,000 by the Massasoit Community College Foundation.


