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The Veteran’s tree in the Student Life office received 112 gifts for veterans residing in the Brockton VA Hospital.The Massasoit Women’s Resource Center hosted its annual Giving Tea on December 5th. Students, staff, and faculty purchased gifts 
for children receiving services through the David Jon Louison House in Brockton.

Students from East Middle School in Brockton. This is the 7th
year that our Women’s Resource Center has offered a mentor
program for 7th & 8th grade girls to help prepare them for their 
college experience.

The community education Advanced Quilting Class is participating in Quilts of Valor. Quilters nationwide make comforting and healing quilts for wounded American soldiers.  Before presenting them 
to our heroes through the Quilts of Valor Foundation, each unique quilt made by Massasoit’s ‘Quilting Buddies’ will be proudly displayed at the annual quilt showing at the Canton Campus during the 
month of April.

The Hearts for Haiti student club held a donation drive during 
the fall semester with donation bins all over campus. Clothing 
and personal care items will be sent to help the citizens of Haiti.

Happy New Year to our alumni and friends! As the College is 
busy preparing for another exciting calendar year,  we would like to reflect on the past 
year and celebrate the great community of people who surround us. The theme of this 
issue is Massasoit Gives Back, inspired by the vast variety of generous acts that take 
place on and around our campuses. Our hope is that you gain insight into the people 
who are the fabric of Massasoit Community College and you are as inspired by their 
actions as we are. We wish you a healthy and joyous New Year and we look forward 
to seeing you in 2012 at one or more of our many campus events! Please visit us at  
www.massasoit.mass.edu to keep up-to-date on what’s new at Massasoit.

Massasoit Gives Back

Professor Tom Kearns and the students in his Engine Principles 
class helped a local marine business owner test the engine 
of a boat being rebuilt to be a ‘wish’ for the Children’s Miracle 
Network and Children’s Hospital Boston.

The Massasoit Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society held 
their second annual Walk for Heat and Hunger on November 
18th,  which raised money for Citizen’s Oil and collected 
clothing  and food which was donated to local charities.

Massasoit students, faculty & staff give back to their communities in many ways.



Season’s Greetings!  It's this time of year where we reflect on the past and look to the future!  I am tremendously fortunate to be a Massasoit student where I am getting an exceptional education while becoming an active member of my community and building friendships that will last a lifetime.  I am proud to be the student who wishes you a Happy Holiday Season from the entire Massasoit Community College family.  Please take a moment to remember your ties to Massasoit during this season of giving.  I look forward to a wonderful 2012 and bright future for many students here made possible by the generosity of alumni, parents and friends. 
Warmest wishes,
Christophanie Julien
Class of 2013 

My gift to the Annual Fund this year is:
      p $500    p $250    p $100    p $50     p Other ______Matching gift by     ___
p Check enclosed  (Please make check payable to MCC Foundation, Inc.)p Mastercard      p VISA      p Discover
Account # ___________________________________________Exp. Date  ___________________________________________Cardholder’s Signature_________________________________

Gift Designations:   p Area of greatest need    p Athletics        p General Scholarship         p United Student Fund

Thank you!  We deeply appreciate your support and interest.  All gifts qualify as tax deductions under appropriate tax laws.  
Please return to Massasoit Community College, Development & Alumni Relations, 900 Randolph Street, Canton, MA 02021-1372.   

Name       
Address      
       
Phone       
Email       

       Please Respond Today!

Yes!  I support

Did you forget or misplace your reply card?   There’s still time!   Please visit our website: www.massasoit.edu/appeal

Credit for Life Fair for Brockton area youth for the 10th consecutive year. Hundreds of youth 
from Brockton High School, YouthBuild, and MYTURN attend the fair, which is an important 
and fun financial education opportunity for them. This activity is a wonderful collaboration 
of local government, schools, colleges, and business people. And, our Senior Center 
provides an array of activities annually. On December 13th, the Senior Chorus and Senior 
Orchestra performed their annual Holiday Concert in the Buckley Performing Arts Center 
to a full house of over 400 people.  The Massasoit Senior Chorus is a volunteer group of 
singers ages 60 and over, which has been in existence on the Brockton Campus since 1980. 
The Massasoit Senior Orchestra, established in 1978, is a group of talented musicians, 60 
to 90 years old. Both groups rehearse on the Brockton Campus year round and perform 
throughout the Brockton and south shore area.

Massasoit staff and faculty have personally donated many hours of service in the 
spirit of supporting Massasoit students. Through their dedication, such events as our 
annual spring Foundation Golf Tournament, Arts Festival and Fall Gala are brought to life. 
The commitment to our students of the Massasoit staff and faculty is not only evident 
through their giving of time, energy, and enthusiasm,  but also through the personal 
financial donations made to the Massasoit Foundation to help our students reach their 
educational goals.

In this time of economic difficulty for so many, it seems the college community has not 
pared back on their giving, but instead demonstrated a heightened level of citizenship and 
social responsibility. I acknowledge each of you and applaud your personal willingness 
to invest your time, passion, and financial resources into your community. Your pursuit of 
the greater good – the enrichment and welfare of others is part of what makes Massasoit 
Community College excellent!

 Sincerely,

  Dr. Charles Wall 
  President, Massasoit Community College

Dear Alumni & Friends,  
 May I please wish all of you a Healthy and Happy New Year! Thank you so much for your 

support!  It is greatly appreciated and makes a HUGE difference for our students. Hopefully you 
have received the recent Holiday Annual Fund appeal reprinted here. Thank you to all who have 
responded and please know it is not too late to do so now. Every donation of any amount is 
welcomed. Please either return your reply cards with your gift or go to our web site for a new 
form.  Thank you!

Sincerely,

 
   Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Greetings from the Office of College Advancement  
& The Massasoit Alumni Association

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College

The Milton Art museum celebrated its’ 25th Anniversary in October 
with a reception and the re-establishment of the Emergent Artists 
Exhibition Program, featuring artist J.R. Ringdahl.  This event also 
marked the seventh year as a collection in residence at Massasoit’s 
Canton Campus.

Massasoit was honored with the Leading by Example Award in 
a ceremony held at the State House for our leadership in energy 
efficiency & sustainability efforts. (l - r) Betty Ann Learned, V.P. of 
Administration & Finance, with Dr. Charles Wall, President. 

Maria Jeanne Martins was sworn in to a five year term on the 
Board of Trustees on September 12th. Ms. Martins is a resident 
of Brockton and is the owner/broker/realtor of Martins and 
Associates Real Estate Company in Brockton and co-owner of  
Di Nos Shipping, Inc.

The Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation donates $10,000 
to Massasoit to fund college-prep at Middleborough High 
School. (l-r) Middleborough H.S. Principal, Diana Myers-Pachla, 
Middleborough Superintendent, Mike Malone, Eastern Bank, 
Senior VP, Scott Stephenson, Massasoit President, Charles Wall. 

The theme of this edition of The Associate is ‘giving 
back’. This theme can stretch far and wide, but in 
this edition we are focusing on the community 
at Massasoit and our call to service. Faculty, staff, 
students and alumni go the extra mile to meet the 
needs of their community in so many ways. During 
this holiday time, I think it is fitting to acknowledge 
these folks, many of whom grace the pages of 
this very newsletter, but far more are making a 
difference in their communities and in other’s lives 
throughout the year.

Part of our mission at Massasoit is to, “create 
a supportive environment that encourages self-
knowledge, community involvement, and global 
awareness”. We believe that volunteering and giving 
back to the greater community is an important part 
of a well-rounded education. Our student clubs 

embrace this mission and organize a variety of philanthropic activities throughout the 
academic year.

The students in the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society held the Walk for Hunger and Heat in 
November- seeking donations of food, warm clothes, and financial assistance toward fuel 
costs for local families. They also collected hats, scarves, mittens, and socks for the Father 
Bill’s Mainspring House; The Hearts for Haiti student club has been collecting clothing 
and toiletries to be sent to the citizens of Haiti. Throughout the year, students actively 
participate in charitable acts; from volunteering for the Special Olympics, to collecting for 
Toys for Tots and serving meals at local homeless shelters.

Many of our faculty and staff donate their time and money to philanthropic 
organizations throughout the south shore region. They serve on boards of charitable 
organizations; they participate in walk-a-thons and volunteer at area shelters.  Oftentimes, 
activities are organized right here on our campuses. The Women’s Center Giving Tea has 
been a cherished tradition here for nearly two decades. Each December, staff, faculty 
and students select a child receiving residential services through the David Jon Louison 
Center in Brockton to buy Christmas gifts for. This generosity provides local children the 
opportunity to receive Christmas gifts when they may not otherwise have. The College 
actively participates in and supports a great many community events throughout the year 
such as; the Jingle Bell Run, the Plymouth County Children’s Advocacy Center, and The 
Charity Guild, Inc.

Involvement in the community is important to us. Professor Rolly Blanchette initiated 
a partnership with The Art Connection of Boston, which has provided our Brockton 
Campus with an open museum of more than 40 beautiful original works of art selected 
by a campus committee of students, faculty and staff. This collaboration inspired a 
spirit of contribution from members of our own staff and faculty, with in-house artist 
contributions, the gallery now totals over 70 displays.  This open museum has transformed 
our educational community in many positive ways. This past spring, we hosted the annual 

Around  About at Massasoit Community College

Hello To All! Welcome, I would like to invite you to the Alumni Association meetings which 
are held on the second Thursday of each month from September to June at 7:00 P.M.  The 

Annual Meeting will be held on June 14th, 2012. The meetings are held in the Student Center 
Conference Room, lower level of the Student Center, on the Brockton Campus. Thank you and I 
hope to see you at the next alumni meeting!

Sincerely, 
   
  Bonnie Blackler, President Massasoit Alumni Association



   

Alumna Profile: Cynthia Daly, Class of 2003   Begin your story.
Meet Cynthia who began her story at Massasoit Community College

Lt. Governor Tim Murray visited the Middleborough Center on 
October 13. (l-r) Director, Middleborough Center, John Morosco, 
Lt. Governor, Tim Murray, Dr. Charles Wall, Massasoit President.

It was a joy for Cynthia Daly to be selling scholastic books to school children, traveling 
from her home in Brockton, MA to various destinations where she would encounter curious 
children of elementary school age. Raising her own children in Brockton where they attended 
public school, Cynthia realized through her job promoting books, how important those early 
years of school can be for young people. So, it was not surprising that at 39 years old, Cynthia 
Daly had a change in career direction. “I realized one day that teachers have the ability to 
impact  students’ lives and can help them to choose the best path  to take  in order to 
achieve their future goals. It was that day when I came to the realization that I wanted 
to return to school to become that teacher. I felt that becoming a teacher was the 
best way for me to give back to my community.”

Cynthia Daly knew about Massasoit, having grown up in the City of 
Brockton. So, she explored her options and entered the Liberal Arts Transfer 
program at Massasoit, which allowed her to complete her 2 year program 
and then move on to Bridgewater State College for her degree. Ms. Daly got 
her start as a teacher in the Brockton Public School system. Cynthia began 
as a substitute teacher in 2006 and received her first contract in 2007. 
Today, Cynthia Daly teaches history to 7th and 8th graders at the Ashfield 
Middle School.

As if the rigor of teaching “tweeners” all day long is not strenuous 
enough, Cynthia Daly finds delight in the after school programs 
offered to her middle schoolers. “I team with a colleague Nancy 
Williams and work with our peer leader and peer mediation 
group as well as student government. It is rewarding to work 
with kids to  help educate them to serve as mediators. The 
program allows students to help their peers with social and/or 
emotional issues they may be having, which is very worthwhile 
and a rewarding experience.”

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2602, 2603
Bristol County Savings Charitable Foundation’s annual $10,000 
grant fosters the partnership between Massasoit and Bridgewater-
Raynham to continue to expand offerings at B-R for college credit 
and Accuplacer testing. l-r: Patrick Murray, Dennis Kelly, Dr. Charles 
Wall, Bill Barber, Superintendent Dr. Jacqueline B. Forbes, Bill Lewis, 
and Peter Johnston.

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2603

While working with the peer leaders, peer mediators, and student government 
participants, Cynthia Daly is able to encourage a strong sense of community spirit 
with ‘her kids.’  In fact, the groups have sold pink bows to support breast cancer, 
sponsored a food drive to support the Brockton Charity Guild, written letters to the 
military, and raised funds through a school dance to defray the cost of field trips. 
According to (Mrs.) Daly, “Typical kids at their core are dedicated, compassionate, and 

community oriented. These kids remind me, as someone who grew up on these 
same streets, that I have the ability to be a powerful role model. A lot of kids 

come from disrupted backgrounds and do not have the solid  type of home 
life I experienced with my grandparents. For some, the only structured, 

positive environment they experience is in school. That’s why I felt 
becoming a teacher was the best way to give back to my community.”

While Massasoit was the launch point for Cynthia Daly to pursue her 
calling as a teacher, she learned about life and community from her 
grandfather who was a doctor and her grandmother who was a nurse. 
It was their inspiration to give back to the community that was instilled 

in Mrs. Daly during her formative years. That’s why today one of the 
many ways that Cynthia Daly gives back is by sponsoring two 

Massasoit scholarships: The Bessie C. & William G. Walker 
Memorial Scholarship in honor of her grandparents 
(for a nursing student) and The Alice Stone Memorial 
Scholarship in honor of her aunt, for a deserving liberal 
arts student.

There are many times in life when circumstances and situations may seem like they are not 
going the way you intended, but somehow an event occurs that reminds you just how easily 
life can take a positive turn. When Joanne Jones, Director of the Massasoit Library, graduated 
from college in the 1970’s with a degree in teaching, she recognized that jobs were not 
abundant for teachers. It might have been easy for Joanne to take any job that came along 
after graduation but instead she decided to follow a path that had been calling her to 
become a librarian.  One door was closed, but another door opened for Joanne.

Ms. Jones went on to become a librarian and spent a good portion of her career as a 
research librarian within the State College system. But one day, her State College was 
absorbed by UMass Boston so she found herself without work.  And almost by chance, 
Joanne Jones happened to drive by a billboard for Massasoit Community College. Joanne 
thought, “I could work there. I’ll call and see if they’ll have me.” Joanne was hired and has 
been working at Massasoit ever since. One door was closed, but another door opened for 
Joanne.

Today, Joanne’s role as Director of the Library leaves little time for her passion of reference 
work, since she spends most of her day attending meetings, budgeting, and maintaining the 
technology needed for today’s extensive online library resources. But she does have time to 
contemplate how important it is to help open doors for those who have had them closed 
before their very eyes.

Take Toys for Tots. When Joanne was raising her children, she recognized how her kids 
received an abundance of gifts at holiday time.  Each and every holiday season, Joanne 
would encourage her children to clean out their gently used toys to be given to children who 
wouldn’t get much for Christmas. At one point over the years, Toys for Tots only accepted 
new toys and that’s when Joanne got started on fundraising to buy new toys for the Toys 
for Tots charity. At Massasoit, Joanne Jones participates in a book drive where people at the 
College donate new or slightly used books to be sold for 50 cents or a dollar (or whatever 
people can afford to pay). In the past six or seven years, the College has raised over $3600 for 
Toys for Tots from this recurring book drive. Massasoit, thank you for opening doors for those 
in need.

Joanne Jones has found other ways to work with her colleagues to help open doors for 
those less fortunate. Just about three years ago, the library staff began adopting a local 
family at Christmas time. Instead of the library staff exchanging gifts with one another, 
they spend their money to buy gifts for an entire family who would otherwise go without. 
Similarly, there is a college-wide program via the Veterans Administration Hospital where 
Joanne and others across campus buy holiday gifts for those Vets who might not receive 
that cozy winter sweater or slippers to keep their feet warm. And, as part of the ongoing 
quest of opening doors for those in need, one year when the College participated in the ‘One 
Book, One College’ program (everyone at the College reads the same book) and they read 
about homelessness, members of the College community came together for a knit-a-long.  
They knitted hats, scarves, and gloves for a homeless shelter as their gift to the homeless 
community. Massasoit, thank you for opening doors for those in need.

a t  t h e  C a n t o n  C a m p u s

MASSAS IT

Save these dates...
Sunday, May 20, 2012

13th Annual  
Massasoit  

Community College 
Golf Tournament

at Thorny Lea Golf Club

While this story is about Joanne Jones and the doors that opened for her over the 
years, it’s also about the Massasoit community, and how we come together to help 
open doors for others. In the spirit of the season and all year long, if you are interested in 
participating in these activities, we invite you to be a joiner and give your time and talent.  
And during this season of giving, if you wish to make a monetary donation to the book 
drive, please visit the library at either campus to make your contribution.

Massasoit Community College thanks Joanne Jones and everyone at the College who 
make a difference in the lives of others. A special tribute to Joanne Jones who has been 
at Massasoit since1982 and has made a difference for so many.

Staff Profile: Joanne Jones   When One Door Closes, Another Door Opens.
Meet Joanne Jones, Director of the Massasoit Library

Monday, May 21, 2012



President Wall visits with Massasoit students attending the Gala.

On Saturday, October 22nd, 2011 members of the Massasoit community gathered 
for our 45th Anniversary Fall Gala at the Massasoit Conference Center to support 
the United Student Fund, netting an impressive $37,000. It was a wonderful evening 
of celebrating our students and giving thanks to those who support the College, 
our students, and the community. Friends and supporters contributed to this annual 
event through program book ads, raffles, silent auction buys and ticket purchases. 
We are delighted to know that our donors value our mission of helping students from 
all walks of life realize their dreams. The money raised goes directly to the United 
Student Fund which provides students with a variety of support. Corporate gifts are 
also managed through this fund with donations providing sponsorship for student 
tuition for a class, a semester, or a year.
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Massasoit Celebrates 45th Sapphire Anniversary at Fall Gala

Massasoit President Charlie Wall welcomes more than 250 
guests at the 45th Anniversary Annual Fall Gala.

Student Marybeth Banks and former student Adam Ricci 
(pictured here with Dean Maureen Thayer) were honored for 
their perseverance in their personal and educational journeys.

E. Dennis Kelly, Jr., President and CEO of Bristol County Savings 
Bank (pictured with Michelle Kelly) was honored with the 
Presidential Medallion award for his continued commitment to 
Massasoit and the communities of southeastern Massachusetts.

Geraldine Creedon, Representative of the Eleventh Plymouth 
and Bristol District was honored with the Presidential Medallion 
award for her exemplary service to Massasoit Community 
College and the greater Brockton community. Pictured here 
with Robert S. Creedon, Jr., Clerk of Superior Courts of Plymouth 
County (l) and Steven Murphy, President, Massasoit Community 
College Foundation.

Guests enjoyed the cocktail hour featuring ‘The Faces of 
Massasoit’ on display throughout the room, an opportunity to 
try their luck on silent auction and raffle items and to sample a 
tasty array of appetizers. 

The festive evening featured a wonderful dinner and dancing to 
the lively sounds of “Horns in the House.” 

Guests danced the night away to the awesome sounds of 
“Horns in the House”. 

Great raffles and silent auction items line the foyer of the 
Massasoit Conference Center.


