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Joshua Keller was a homeschooled student who started at Massasoit Community 
College as a Youth Learner at age 16 to supplement his math and science home 

instruction.  He began with Calculus I in his first semester, meeting the rigors of 
college coursework head on; he quickly accumulated 45 credits in just under two 
years.  He maintained a 4.0 G.P.A. at Massasoit while simultaneously completing the 
equivalent of a high school diploma.  Josh was recruited to be a Peer Math Tutor at 
the Brockton ARC and was so young when hired that he needed working papers – a 
first for ARC Tutors.  He was the high scorer of both the 2011 and 2012 Massasoit Math 
Teams.  Josh was accepted at Worcester Polytechnic Institute where he is studying 
Computer Engineering this fall.  Since Josh just turned 18 in his last semester at 
Massasoit, he was still eligible to be awarded a National Merit Scholarship which 
covers much of his tuition at W.P.I.

Massasoit boasts a number of programs such as the award winning Math Team 
which are in place to encourage talented and highly motivated students toward 
achieving their academic ambitions.  The Honors Program at Massasoit Community 
College began in 1992 with Professor Carol Sokolowski. Professor David LaFontaine 
became Coordinator in 2000 and in 2002 he was joined by Professor Susan Martelli as 
Co-coordinator; this enabled the program to expand to both campuses. The Honors 
Program is designed to develop students’ abilities and potential academically, but 
also socially and through civic engagement. This is enriched through the Honors 
Program Association on the Brockton campus led by Professor Martelli. Students 
enrolled in honors courses have the opportunity to participate in community service 
programs such as; Special Olympics, collecting hats, socks, and gloves for MainSpring 
House, serving meals at local soup kitchens, and reading to children in shelters. The 
course work required in this program serves to motivate students who – often for the 
first time- recognize their interests and potential and become inspired to produce 
excellent works of scholarship. In 2012, Massasoit Community College was accepted 
by the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education as a member of the prestigious 
Commonwealth Honors Program.

The Massasoit chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society is led by 
co-advisors Charles Mastrangelo and Julienne Issacson. Four students traveled to 
Nashville, Tennessee this year to participate in the National Conference where Dr. 
Barbara Finkelstein, Senior Vice President, was a Distinguished College Administrator 
Award winner for 2012. The students proudly accepted her award and presented it 
to her at a Board of Trustees meeting. At the regional conference Massasoit student 
Matthew Forrest won the Distinguished Chapter Officer. The chapter also won the 
Pinnacle Award for recruiting, the Five Star Chapter Award (The highest you can 
achieve), the Distinguished Chapter Officer Team, and the Continued Excellence 
Award (Three or more years (7) as Five Star Chapter). Back here in Massachusetts, 
Massasoit members Matthew Forrest and Maryann Serrilla were named to the 
Massachusetts ALL-USA Academic Team, sponsored by USA Today. In a ceremony 
at the State House, they received medallions and certificates from Dr. Richard M. 
Freeland, the Commissioner of Higher Education for Massachusetts.

Taking up the Challenge
Massasoit’s Best & Brightest

Brockton Mayor Linda Balzotti speaks with a student presenter at Honors Conference.2012 Phi Theta Kappa officers and advisors.

Phi Theta Kappa inductees for Fall 2012.

Phi Theta Kappa members talk with students at Brockton Info 
Expo held this past Fall.

Massasoit Honors Program student Simona Kalcheva speaks at 
the opening of the Canton Honors Center.

The Honors Program opened a center for its members on each 
campus this fall.

The 2012 Massasoit Community College Math Team.

Commonwealth Honors Program students show off their new 
space on the Brockton campus.

Phi Theta Kappa officer and student Trustee, Heather Hilton 
speaks during the PTK induction for new members.



On every page of this newsletter, you 
will find examples of a striking and 

admirable Massasoit characteristic—the 
presence of purpose. This presence, really 
spirit of purpose, is part of our culture 
and it is a key reason why so many of 
our students go on to accomplish great 
things. Our students are the heart of 
our organization and our efforts- our 
purpose- is to assist them in reaching 
their goals.

The theme for this issue of The 
Associate is The Best and the Brightest. 
Leaders are learners. I have often heard 
that when you stop learning, you stop 
leading. This understanding drives 
the Massasoit community. Our staff 
and faculty continue to expand their 
knowledge and their skill through 

professional development, through actively participating in organizations with 
colleagues from around the state and around the country, and through the daily 
practice of engaging in the world around them.

Massasoit students lead the way 
and amaze me each and every day 
with their kind hearts, intelligence, 
and courage. Many of the students 
highlighted throughout this 
newsletter are among our top 
academic achievers, but they also 
represent so many others who are 
here with us working toward the 
future they envision.

This issue of The Associate honors 
‘Massasoit’s Best and Brightest’— 
the many individuals who, through 
hard work and dedication are 
making people take notice of what 
Massasoit has to offer our students, 
our community, and our state. This 
year, several of our students were 

honored by the Governor for their various academic achievements. Members of our 
faculty received honors and awards, coordinated conferences, published books and 
articles, and were part of exciting research programs.

We are actively engaged in community and workforce partnerships with local 
towns, schools, workforce investment boards, economic development organizations, 
chambers of commerce and more. 350 people came out to support us at our Annual 
Fall Gala; all of this says to me, “people are taking notice”. Recently, I experienced a 
confirming moment at a meeting on a potential partnership. I was told, “We come 
to you because YOU DELIVER, if you (the Massasoit team of administrators, staff and 
faculty) say you are going to do something—you do it.” And, we have a track record 
of doing just that. Our purpose is to deliver to our students and our communities 
whatever it is they need from us.

 Sincerely,

  

 Dr. Charles Wall 
 President, Massasoit Community College

Dear Alumni & Friends, May I please wish all of you a Healthy and Happy 
Holiday Season!  A big Thank You to all who have supported the college 

over the last year!  Your donations make a HUGE difference to our students and 
the services we provide to them. Please know it is not too late to participate and 
every donation of any amount is valued and welcomed.  Please visit the alumni 
and friends page on our web site to read the annual fund student appeal letter 
and to download a donation form to send in your gift now.   Also, please feel free 
to contact me at 508-588-9100, extension 2603, to discuss a possible donation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
      Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello To All!  Welcome, I would like to invite you to the Alumni Association 
meetings which are held on the second Thursday of each month from 

September to June at 6:00 P.M. in The Student Center Conference Room, lower level 
of the Student Center, on the Brockton Campus.  We warmly welcome all who would 
like to participate in our Association. Thank you! And I hope to see you at the next 
alumni meeting! 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

  
 Bonnie Blackler, President Massasoit Alumni Association

Alumnus Profile: There are Many Roads from Massasoit
Attorney Jeffrey Lally Gets His Start at Massasoit

When Jeff Lally was completing his senior year as a drafting student at South Shore Vocational Technical 
School, he felt it seemed like a natural progression to attend Massasoit Community College as an 

architectural technology student. Jeff attended a vocational high school because he felt as a special needs student, 
it was the place where he could be the most successful. He played two sports, excelled in his school work, and then 
elected to pursue higher education at Massasoit. As Jeff pointed out, “At the time I chose Massasoit, it was one of 
the only architectural options offered at a public college.”

While Jeff feels a lot of students go to Massasoit with the purpose of transferring on to another school, he felt 
that Massasoit would provide him with the education he needed to meet his personal goals, and that’s what he 
did.  While attending Massasoit, Jeff had the opportunity to meet Kate Heitman of Health Services and Professor 
Wiener, who encouraged him to become more active on campus and to participate in student government.  It was 
that experience which prompted Jeff to think about more than architectural technology.

Once he finished his work at Massasoit, Jeff attended Bridgewater State University (BSU) in pursuit of his 
Bachelors’ Degree.  At BSU, he found himself a different major, lived at the College, became a member of a 
fraternity, and participated in student government.  The interest in a legal profession after graduation had 
blossomed.

As a big believer in public education and with an ambitious work ethic to gain valuable career experience, Jeff 
went to work at State Street Corporation after graduating from Bridgewater State University with a B.A. Degree in 
Political Science, but it wasn’t long before he decided to apply to The Massachusetts School of Law.  “Mass Law is 
a small, commuter school and it reminded me a lot of Massasoit.  It was here I discovered that a learning disability 
was what had always challenged me in school and it was the small size of the Law School that allowed me to get 
the accommodations and help I needed to successfully complete law school.”

Jeff passed the Bar Exam his first time out and today, as a practicing attorney, has returned to Massasoit’s Canton 
Campus to tutor a student who has dyslexia like himself, bringing him full circle back to where it began.

Jeff Lally’s legal practice focuses on estate planning, divorce law, and personal injury.  The road from Massasoit to attorney has been circuitous for Mr. Lally  
but he proudly boasts that the only College sweatshirt in his wardrobe is from Massasoit.

Massasoit student, Nick Paradiso (r) was a featured speaker at  ‘Go 
Public!’ on October 3rd at Plymouth North High School hosted by 
Senate President, Therese Murray.

Students at the GSA Club table during the Fall Info Expo put on 
by the Brockton Student Life office.

Summer of Science on the Brockton Campus for students in 
grades 4-8 was a huge success!

President Wall congratulates re-appointed Board of Trustee 
member Pamerson Ifill and new member Nelson Ross. Mr. Ifill 
was also selected by Governor Patrick to be the Board Chair..

Several hundred people attended the annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. celebration took place on January 21st at the Massasoit 
Conference Center.

Around  About At Massasoit Community College

Staff Profile: Meet Charles Mastrangelo, Department of History & Government 
Early Life Habits Shape Your World

There’s a saying we often hear to ‘remember where you came from’ and for Charles 
Mastrangelo of the Department of History and Government at Massasoit Community 

College, his life has been shaped by his early years.   Raised in a subsidized housing 
development in South Boston, Professor Mastrangelo attended parochial schools and 
recalls how much fun it was to be around so many kids in his community.  “There was 
always someone to play with, a game to join, and plenty of people around.  But the part 
I remember most was having a library right where we lived and on Sundays we would 
exchange 3-4 books.  I remember choosing the ones on history and really loving to read 
those books right from when I was a kid.  I have my mother to thank for that Sunday library 
exchange.  She really encouraged me to get the books on history.”

After reading these few sentences about Charlie’s early years, it makes good sense 
that he’s where he is today as a professor in the History and Government Department at 
Massasoit Community College.  But to follow his career prior to his stop at Massasoit, you 
will truly understand so much more about this leader and man who is a driving force for 
student advocacy at the College.

Charlie may have always been a history buff, but he started out in life as a warehouse 
manager after graduating from Randolph High School.  His work there was rewarding, 
but after many years his company closed and he faced a layoff just about the time he 
and his wife were starting a family.  “I elected to tryout being Mr. Mom, a stay-at-home 

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2602, 2603
Massasoit Veterans Counselor Mike Siegel speaks at BAWIB’s 
Veterans Conference held at the Canton Campus.

dad since my wife’s nursing career was taking off. My wife and I had a deal:  while I 
was staying home with the kids, the plan was also for me to get my college degree.”    
Charlie attended Massasoit Community College, where he excelled. He was inducted 
into the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society (PTK) and became Chapter President.  In 
1996, he graduated with an associate’s degree and was bestowed with the Chancellor 
Scholarship for Excellence and presented with a full scholarship to the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth.  Unfortunately, the distance to UMass was great, so he 
elected to attend Bridgewater State College.

During his college years, Charlie was inducted into the Phi Alpha Theta Honor 
Society for History. He went on to also graduate from The University of Massachusetts 
with a Master of Arts in History. As a beneficiary of a public education, he decided he 
wanted to give back to public education in his career. While pursuing his education, 
Charlie ‘remembered where he came from’ and wanted to join the community that 
helped nurture his own success. He began at Massasoit initially as a Disabilities Services 
Provider, and later as an adjunct faculty member.

When he was hired in 2007, as a full-time faculty member at Massasoit, Charles 
Mastrangelo became the faculty advisor to the Alpha Kappa Upsilon Chapter 
(Massasoit’s chapter) of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. As their advisor, his role is 
to guide the students in their continued journey toward strong academic achievement, 
help them to coordinate civic, community, and charitable activities both on campus 
and beyond, as well as prepare them for regional and international academic meetings.  
For these conferences, students are given a topic to research, and he supports them 
through the research process and project completion for submission at conferences 
where there are often 30 colleges in competition.

For 7 years in a row, the Massasoit chapter has been a Five-Star Chapter, the 
highest possible.  Professor Mastrangelo endeavors to provide at least 4 students the 
opportunity to attend the PTK National Conference.  “Students work so hard to be the 
best they can and reach their highest potential. It’s amazing to see the transformation 
of students who participate in the conference. They make friends with people from 
all over the world and they blow me away with their energy and intellect.  That’s why 
their chapter just keeps winning.”  With this level of enthusiasm for students and PTK, 
it’s no wonder Charles Mastrangelo was elected to serve as the New England Regional 
Coordinator!

Charles Mastrangelo teaches at the Brockton campus and is married to his supportive wife Sandy.  He has 3 sons and 5 
grandchildren to keep him busy when he’s not teaching or traveling to attend Honor Society conferences.

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall
President of Massasoit Community College

14th Annual  
Massasoit Community  
College Golf  
Tournament

a t  t h e  C a n t o n  C a m p u s

MASSAS IT

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2124

5th Annual

Save the dates...
Sunday, May 19, 2013

Winter 2012

Hello, my name is Jochebed Miller, and on behalf of Massasoit Community 
College, I wish you a joyous and peaceful holiday 
season! 

Thanks to your generosity, Massasoit Community College is able to enhance 

the education it provides to its students.  Your support has provided 

scholarships and textbooks, equipped classrooms and laboratories and more.  

On behalf of every Massasoit student, thank you for making this possible.
As students, we come to Massasoit with very diverse challenges, needs, and goals.  I feel fortunate 

to be attending a college with such a committed and caring faculty, staff, and community who 

meet us where we need them on a daily basis. My road has not always been easy; I have faced many 

financial and personal hardships. Attending Massasoit and being part of the community here has pushed me to make the 

best of every opportunity and I am moving forward to the future I envision. 
The generous donors and friends of Massasoit Community College make it possible for me, and students like me, to 

pursue our dreams. Recently I attended a campus event where some fellow classmates and I were given the opportunity 

to share our stories with members of the local community.  This event inspired me to support my fellow students because 

we all have a story and to appreciate the opportunities that are before us. I am so appreciative of the number of people 

who support our goals in a variety of ways. As you consider renewing your support, remember that you are not only a valued part of Massasoit’s past but also a vital 

part of its future.  Thank you again for all you have done and continue to do for Massasoit Community College.

Sincerely,
Jochebed MillerJochebed Miller

P.S.  Any gift, regardless of size, is important and goes to fund a variety of initiatives including scholarships, textbooks for 

those who otherwise may not afford them, and upgrades to our learning environment. 

We deeply appreciate your support and interest.  All gifts qualify as tax deductions under appropriate tax laws.  

Please return your donation card today in the enclosed envelope.  Thank you!

Massasoit Community College, Development & Alumni Relations, 900 Randolph Street, Canton, MA 02021-1372

BROCKTON / CANTON / MIDDLEBOROUGH

Greetings from the Office of College Advancement  
& The Massasoit Alumni Association

Charles Mastrangelo
Phi Theta Kappa Advisor

Jeff Lally
Class of 2003

Monday, May 20, 2013

at Thorny Lea 
Golf Club

Platinum  
Sponsor

The
Phia
Group,LLC®

A Revolutionary Passion  
for Savings
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Annual Fall Gala 2012

Presidential Student Ambassadors greet guests and show them 
to their tables. 

Dean of Students Maureen Thayer presents students Carl 
Barnette and Yin Wang with $250 scholarships each for their 
personal and educational achievements.

Former Presidential Medallion and Honorary Degree recipient Dennis Kelly, along with Pat Murray, Michele Roberts, Dr. Charles Wall, 
Louis Ricciardi, Malina Smith, and Michelle Kelly celebrate the evening.

2012 Presidential Medallion recipient William Morse accepting 
the Presidential Medallion.

Albert Asiaf, Jack & Patty Meehl, former Trustee Eugenie 
Fitzhugh and Attorney Michael Fitzhugh enjoying the dinner.

Student speaker Jochebed Miller, Vice Presidents Nick Palantzas 
and Bill Mitchell, Dean of Students Maureen Thayer and student 
speaker Julie Christian.

Carol Bulman, CEO and President of Jack Conway Realtor speaks 
of her father’s legacy and love for Massasoit and its students.

On Saturday, October 20th, 2012 over 350 guests attended the College’s Annual Fall 
Gala at the Massasoit Conference Center to support the United Student Fund, netting an 
impressive $36,000. It was a wonderful evening of celebrating our students and giving 
thanks to those who support the College, our students, and the community. Honored for 
their contributions to the College and the community were William Morse, President of 
Mutual Bank and Charles Tartaglia, owner of George’s Café. One of the highlights of the 
evening was the tribute to two of our students, Carl Barnette and Yin Wang, who inspired 
the audience with their dedication and perseverance in their personal and educational 
journeys. Friends and supporters contributed to this annual event through sponsorships, 
program book ads, raffles, silent auction buys and ticket purchases. The college 
community appreciates our donors’ acknowledgment of the value of our mission of 
helping students from all walks of life realize their dreams. The money raised goes directly 
to the United Student Fund which provides students with a variety of support.
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2012 Presidential Medallion recipient Charlie Tartaglia, Penny Tartaglia, Ellen Lahaie, and Foundation President Steve Murphy.

Donor Appreciation Breakfast
The 2nd Annual Donor Appreciation Breakfast was held on September 28, 2012.  All 

donors who contribute $250.00 or more, on an annual basis, are invited to this event to be 
thanked by our students and the college.


