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President CharlesWall

Charles Wall, Ph.D.
President

Dear Friends,

As I sit down to write, it is early December, so, naturally, I reflect on the past calendar year. Through all the ups 
and downs this year has brought us, collectively as a college, a region, a nation, and globally, I know this: we 
have much for which to be thankful. Our college continues to be a vibrant, thriving, diverse community of 
educators, learners, peers, colleagues, and friends. 

I continue to be impressed by the enthusiasm the greater community feels towards Massasoit. 
Everywhere I go, I am approached by alumni, business owners, community leaders, and students, all 
with stories to share of the ways we have impacted their lives. Those stories, and the stories we tell on 
our campuses on a day-to-day basis, illustrate what makes Massasoit such a special place.   

This year, the Massasoit community, along with our trustees, came together to develop a new mission 
statement and strategic plan, both of which will serve to guide our efforts as a college. The two are 
inextricably linked – the strategic plan is anchored in the mission of the College; the 
mission is guided by our strategic planning vision. 

Framed around seven aspirational and strategic priorities and 
designed to be measured by key performance indicators, Massasoit’s 
new strategic plan was fully implemented for the Fall 2015 
semester. Already we have seen various stakeholders engage in 
strategies to create early college programming, revise employee 
search strategies to increase the diversity of our applicant pools, 
develop mentorship programming for our minority male 
students, and develop a strategy to coordinate business and 
community outreach. Others have worked to increase the 
number of experiential learning opportunities; coordinate 
our sustainable practices, including energy and waste 
reduction; and utilize capital investments to strengthen 
and measure student outcomes.  

There is renewed emphasis on economic development, 
both here in Massachusetts and across the nation, raising 
awareness of the opportunities offered by community 
colleges to a level never before seen. To meet this local 
and national call, we have further committed ourselves 
to the education, training, and development of the region’s 
workforce. Still, there is much to be done as we continue to 
provide an accessible, affordable, high-quality education that 
meets the demands of both our students and industry. We know  
that 2016 will bring its own set of challenges. So, too, it will bring  
its own set of joys, accomplishments, and opportunities. 

I hope, as you begin the new year, you will continue to support 
Massasoit with your time, effort, and enthusiasm to advance the 
College’s mission “to offer accessible and innovative programs 
with comprehensive support services to prepare students for 
membership in a global society.”

Reflections on the Year
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Greetings, 
Thank you all for your support and generosity over 
the last year. I would like to extend an invitation 
to all alumni and friends to join us at our Alumni 
Association meetings, held on the second Thursday 
of each month from September to June at 6:00 p.m. 
Meetings are held in the Student Senate Conference 
Room, located on the lower level of the Brockton 

Campus Student Center. The Association’s goals are to raise money for 
student scholarships and to develop awareness for alumni throughout 
the community.

We warmly welcome all who would like to participate. Please feel  
free to contact me at alumni@massasoit.mass.edu with any questions  
or comments. 

Alumni and Friends, 
This year, Massasoit graduated its second 
largest class – 1,051 students – and your 
generosity of time, ideas, and financial support 
have made an enormous contribution to their 
success. On behalf of our students, faculty, 
and staff at our three locations in Brockton, 
Canton, and Middleborough, thank you. As 

Massasoit continues to actively contribute to the development of 
each individual who attends our institution, the College becomes a 
larger player in the growth of the community, the Commonwealth, 
and this nation. Your active engagement with Massasoit makes 
an enormous difference in the lives of our many determined 
and optimistic students. I sincerely appreciate everything you do 
for Massasoit: your financial support, your personal stories and 
updates, your comments, your input, and your great commitment  
to our college.

Greetings
from the Office of  
Advancement & Alumni Relations From the Alumni Association

Sincerely,

Steven L. Murphy 
Director of College Advancement

Sincerely,

Bonnie Blackler 
President, Massasoit Alumni Association

On September 25, 2015, close to 150 people gathered to celebrate 
Massasoit nursing alumni and faculty at the First Nursing Alumni 
Awards Celebration. Three former nursing division chairs, Faye 
Berzon, Barbara Waible, and Sandy Duffy, were honored. Retired 
professors Marita Donahue, Anne Eisele, and Nancy Lacy were 
honored for their dedicated service to students and the healthcare 
field. Henry Lee was the alumni honoree. 

Nursing Alumni
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Luidgi Lalanne '16
Student Spotlight

“A Sense of Community” Helped Him 
Discover His Passion
By LAUREN DALEY

As a little boy growing up in Port au Prince, Haiti, Luidgi 
Lalanne loved to draw. 

His father, Serge Lalanne, was an architect, and the little boy 
often found himself drawing houses.

“I’d say, ‘This is the house I’m going to live in,’” said Lalanne, now 23, 
with a laugh.

His family — his father, mother Nesbith Lalanne, and two siblings 
— moved to Maryland when he was 12, and eventually settled in 
Brockton, where his father continued his architecture career.

After graduating from Brockton High School in 2010, Lalanne briefly 
entertained the idea of pursuing a career in medicine. He moved to 
Alexandria, Virginia, and lived with extended family, and enrolled in 
a 13-month practical nursing program.

“But when it was over, I wasn’t sure nursing was my calling. I missed 
Massachusetts. I missed Brockton,” he said. “I enjoy the cultural 

and linguistic diversity here — my native tongues are French, 
Haitian Creole, and Spanish. Being in Brockton also allowed 
me to interact with other cultures that are like mine.”

Back in Brockton, he enrolled at Massasoit Community 
College as a Liberal Arts Science Transfer student and 
immediately felt right at home, falling in love with the 
“ambiance” of the school. 

“I love the environment, the staff, the courses,” he said.  “I 
really liked the Brockton as Text course; Professor Susan 
Martelli is a wonderful professor and a great woman overall. 
I also really enjoyed my Calculus class with Professor Alex 
Cotter. All of my courses gave me a chance to participate in 
things that I like doing.”

Over time, the liberal arts/science education helped him try a 
bit of every-thing and hone in on his passions.

Through course curriculum and one-on-one relationships 
with faculty at Massasoit, “I developed great relationships that 
were crucial to my growth as an individual,” he said.

Lalanne said he lately realized his true passion is his first 
passion, art and architecture.

“I’ve always liked to draw. My dad is an architect, and I 
have an aptitude for that. I just love the aesthetics of it all,” 
said Lalanne, who graduates with his associate degree from 
Massasoit in May. 

An Honors Program student, Lalanne is also a Mathematics 
tutor at the Academic Resource Center and an Ubuntu Scholar 
— Ubuntu Scholars is a mentoring program designed to help 
underrepresented male students at Massasoit, primarily males 
of color, to ensure a healthy transition to college success.

Lalanne credits Ubuntu Scholars’ Jeff E. Joseph, director of 
Minority Mentorship Programs and First-Year Experience, as 
being a key mentor at Massasoit.

“Being a young adult, I realized I needed mentorship, people to 
talk to, to make sure I’m doing everything right,” he said. “Jeff 
told me what the program was about [and] explained that he 
doesn’t want to create a fraternity where there are only athletes 
or academically savvy students. He wants the program to be 
as diverse as it could get… His program has given me a sense 
of confidence and a place to go to regroup when things get 
difficult,” he said.

He said the Ubuntu Scholars program, like Massasoit in 
general, gave him a sense of home and community.

“I really liked the idea of creating a sense of community, 
something every-one can benefit from,” Lalanne said.

At Massasoit, “I developed great relationships 
that were crucial to my growth as an individual.”
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Thanks to ’98 Graduate, Massasoit’s Diesel Technology Program  
Receives Two Stop & Shop Trailers for Hands-On Classroom Use

Ebenezer Grant is no millionaire philanthropist — he’s a grateful 
 Massasoit Community College alumni and hard-working  
 Stop & Shop employee with a big heart and big ambitions.

So when the 1998 Diesel Technology alum decided he wanted to give 
back to the program, he did it in a big way, by spearheading a major, and 
much-needed, donation of two 2007, 53-foot all-aluminum insulated 
refrigerated utility trailers with carrier refrigeration units, worth more 
than $40,000.

“The diesel program at Massasoit is one of the best in the area, if not the 
best,” said Grant, fleet maintenance supervisor at Stop & Shop’s Freetown 
distribution center. “I wanted to give back because I had gained and 
learned a lot from the program.”

The trailers, donated by Stop & Shop, will be used primarily in Truck 
Components 1 and 2, where diesel students learn basic trailer repair, 
maintenance, and mechanical refrigeration.

Grant said the trucks will “allow students to get a hands-on experience 
and to enter the working world better prepared.”

The wheels were set in motion in March, when Grant was discussing the 
Diesel Technology Program with his former professor and chair of the 
department, Tom Kearns. Grant asked Kearns how he could give back to 
help future Diesel Technology students at the college.

“I told him that we could use a couple of trucks; he laughed and said 
he probably could not pull that off, so I asked him if he could get us a 
refrigeration unit,” said Kearns.

So Kearns was pleasantly surprised when Grant later told him that  
Stop & Shop had not one, but two utility trailers with refrigeration units 
to donate to the program.

Carine Sauvignon, dean of Emergent Technologies, was as happily 
surprised as Kearns by the Stop & Shop donation. She called Grant’s 
initiative the largest alumni-spearheaded donation she’s seen in her 
three-year tenure as dean.

“I was very happy,” Sauvignon said with a laugh. “In regards to 
Emergent Technologies, our curriculum is constantly changing with 

Diesel Grad Committed to Building

Alumnus and adjunct professor Ebenezer Grant.

(l-r) Dean of Emergent Technology Carine Sauvignon, Dmytro Dondyk and Lorenzo Wood from Stop & Shop, Ebenezer Grant, Diesel Technology chair Professor Tom Kearns, and Diesel Technology students Matt Silverio and Matt Perry.
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“The diesel program at Massasoit is one of the best in the area, if not the best. The equipment will allow  
students to get hands-on experience and to enter into the working world better prepared.”  

  — Ebenezer Grant, ’98, who spearheaded Stop & Shop trailer donation

the times. This is definitely going to help with diesel curriculum. 
I know how much Tom has been wanting to move the curriculum 
[forward] and he had nothing [like these trailers] before. So we’re very 
appreciative to Ebenezer and Stop & Shop.”

A native of Accra, Ghana in West Africa, Grant’s family emigrated to the 
U.S. when he was 12, settling in Brockton. He attended Brockton High 
School and earned his associate’s degree from Massasoit in 1998.

At Stop & Shop, Grant is part of a management team responsible for the 
upkeep and maintenance of a fleet of diesel, cargo, and refrigerated trailers.

“What I liked most about my experience at Massasoit was the 
knowledgeable professors. I was able to acquire the knowledge and 
technical skills necessary to make a living out in the real world,” said 
Grant, 40, of New Bedford.

After telling Professor Kearns of his desire to help the next generation 
of technicians by teaching, Grant, who also instructs kick-boxing and 
personal training, was hired as an adjunct faculty member to teach Truck 
Components 1 this fall at Massasoit.

At a recognition breakfast event in September, Diesel Technology student 
Matt Perry said, “I am a former Army mechanic. I worked in the trade 
after the service, but I realized that I need to learn more about things 
such as collapsing landing gear, and that I had not learned a lot about 
trailers. Massasoit is moving in a great direction with this partnership. 
We now have a great opportunity for experience in our education.”

Lorenzo Wood, Facility Maintenance and Compliance Manager for 
Stop & Shop, has said, “Ebenezer cares passionately about Massasoit 
Community College and felt these tractor-trailers could really benefit 
the students. Ebenezer’s actions are a perfect example of Stop & Shop’s 
century long commitment of supporting the communities where we have 

stores. We know this donation will have a positive impact on the students 
in the Diesel Technology program for years to come.”

Grant added, “Other alumni should give back when possible because 
every time you give, it always comes back to you tenfold, one way or the 
other.  Plus you’ll be doing a good deed for a future generation.”

Diesel Technology student Matt Perry. Grant with Diesel Technology students.

Students work to repair donated trailer landing gear.

Department chair Tom Kearns with Stop & Shop representatives. 

If you would like to donate to a department at Massasoit, contact Director of College Advancement Steve Murphy at 508-588-9100 x2603.

Next Generation of Technicians
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New Ubuntu Scholars Program Aims to 

By LAUREN DALEY

Underneath the signature line on Jeff E. Joseph’s e-mail, is a quote that perhaps sums up his mission in 
creating the Ubuntu Scholars Program at Massasoit Community College:

“A candle loses nothing by lighting another.” – E. Majors

The Director of Minority Mentorship Programs and First-Year Experience at Massasoit, Joseph played 
an integral role in developing the new Ubuntu Scholars program.

A mentoring program designed to equip, engage, and empower underrepresented male students at 
Massasoit, primarily males of color, the Ubuntu Scholars program aims to ensure a healthy transition to 
college and to facilitate academic and personal success, and a culturally-inclusive learning community.

There are currently 21 young men enrolled in the program, which had a “soft launch” at the Brockton 
campus this fall, and aims to expand to the Canton campus in the fall of 2016, Joseph said.

Grouped into academies, the scholars engage in a year-long, interactive curriculum which encourages 
them to take advantage of support services and learning opportunities at Massasoit, and fosters a sense 
of community through peer support and mentorship.

“Minority male achievement [is] my greatest passion,” said Joseph. “Beyond success in the classroom,  
I want these young men to leave with a clear and positive sense of self, genuine self-confidence, a will  
to affect change in their respective communities [and] a trustworthy network of positive peers.”

Ubuntu Scholars services include mentoring, academic support, personal and professional 
development workshops, a speakers’ series, and social events, said Joseph. He said the program aims to 
boost semester-to-semester retention; increase class attendance; decrease the number of disciplinary 
hearings; increase course completion rates and promote healthy career aspiration building, and healthy 
decision-making.

“I love sitting down with Jeff and just talking, or helping him come up with ways to develop the 
program further,” said Ubuntu scholar Luidgi Lalanne, 23, who serves as a peer leader. “We’re still 
growing as a group. Career counseling is one thing we hope to expand on, among other things.”

As a group, “we talk about what it means to be a man, to be an adult, to grow up and take 
responsibilities,” Lalanne said. He encouraged “other young men [to] take part in Ubuntu because it 
can be a place where they get to express something very unique about themselves and project it into the 
world in a constructive way.”

Since starting this semester, Ubuntu events have included a basketball tournament, a guest lecture, 
“Define Your Own Future,” with Ed “Inspire for Higher” Walker, and a “Food for Thought” Men’s 
breakfast.

Lalanne wrote an article on that event for the school paper to “get word out about who we are and what 
we hope to achieve,” he said. “Other Ubuntu scholars like to write poetry, and we’re planning on creating 
events where people can recite poetry in any format, through rap or singing, to express themselves.”

Equip, Engage
 & Empower

“I want these young men to leave with a clear and positive sense of 
self, genuine self-confidence, a will to affect change in their respective 
communities [and] a trustworthy network of positive peers.”
 - Director of Minority Mentorship Programs and
 First-Year Experience Jeff E. Joseph

Young Men of Color at Massasoit
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Ubuntu Scholars Peer Leaders (l-r): Peter Louissaint, Leland Jackson, Luidgi Lalanne, Craig Brown, Mauro Lopes, Derek Tucker, and Jeff Joseph (Director)

The Ubuntu program model is “informed by professional field research, 
student voice, and personal experience,” Joseph said. “Community 
engagement in the form of mentorship is essential to the success of 
Ubuntu Scholars.”

A native of Brooklyn, New York, Joseph moved to Brockton in middle 
school. He graduated from Emmanuel College in Boston in 2007 with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Developmental Psychology and earned his Master’s 
Degree in Organizational Leadership with a concentration in Nonprofit 
Management from Wheelock College in 2011.

Joseph was hired as Massasoit’s Director of Minority Mentorship 
Programs and First Year Experience in February 2015. “I love this work, 
as it allows me to develop creative strategies to promote healthy life 
outcomes of underrepresented students.”

Lalanne added, “As long as we uplift even one person, we uplift everyone.”

Peer Leaders Johnny Ray Barnes (center) and Leland Jackson (right) facilitating dialogue  
at the Food for Thought Men’s Breakfast.

Peer Leader Derek Tucker (left) engaged in professional development.Peer Leaders Mauro Lopes (left) and Peter Louissaint (right) participating in a team-building exercise.
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Zahra Alavi, '12
Alumni Profile

An Accounting major this time around, Alavi “found some great 
teachers who believed in me. They gave me the opportunity to 
always ask questions, go to office hours, and were always there 
for me.”

Soon, Alavi was a member of the Phi Theta Kappa International 
Honor Society and the sports editor for the Massasoit Student 
Voice newspaper. Through Massasoit, she interned for the 
Brockton Rox and for the New England Patriots as a game day/
events intern, which she called “amazing.”

She credited Professor Eric Norment for encouraging her to get 
involved with the school newspaper, and Professor Kathleen 
Walsh as an especially influential professor who “sparked my 
interest in accounting.”

Walsh encouraged her to apply to Bentley University in Waltham 
to earn her Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting. She did just that, 
graduating in 2014 with a major in accounting and minor in 
sports management; she earned her master’s in accounting from 
Bentley in 2015.

Alavi has since been a guest speaker in Walsh’s class to talk 
about the transfer process, and is now a member of the Business 
Department’s Advisory Board at Walsh’s suggestion, she said. 

“I really look forward to the meetings and discussing with the 
board members how to bring real life experiences with the 
education piece,” she said.

Today, Alavi loves her job.

“I am surrounded by the brightest people. I am always learning all the 
time. I love the culture of the firm and what it represents,” she said.

“I am where I am today because of Massasoit. This school opened 
the doors for me when I thought my life was at a tough position,” 
Alavi said. “I am proud to say I am a Massasoit alum.”

By LAUREN DALEY

Before starting at Massasoit Community College, Zahra Alavi 
attended a four-year university in New England where she studied 
science. She called the experience “miserable.”

She “had no passion” for science, and “was not performing well in 
school. So my parents told me to move back home and figure my 
life out,” Alavi said.

“I was at a pretty low point in my life. All of my friends were at 
college, enjoying the experience, and I was back at home with my 
parents. But I decide to take a negative and make it a positive.”

That she did.

After graduating from Massasoit in 2012, Alavi earned her 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Bentley College, and now 
works as an audit associate at one of “The Big Four” accounting 
firms, KPMG, in Boston.

“Massasoit not only gave me my life back, but made me believe 
in myself, that I could accomplish anything,” said Alavi, 24, of 
Quincy. “Massasoit believed in me, gave me opportunities, and 
allowed [me] to figure out who I am… I will forever be grateful to 
this school.”

The youngest of three daughters born to Kamal Alavi and Mahin 
Hoseini, Alavi grew up in Sharon, Massachusetts. Her parents 
immigrated from Iran in the 1970s. Her father received his Ph.D. 
in electrical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and has worked at Raytheon for 31 years; her mother 
went to Roxbury Community College and ran a day care center 
for many years, said Alavi.

After moving back home from her first college experience, her 
mother suggested Massasoit. Alavi considered her fresh start at 
Massasoit “an opportunity to find myself again.”

“I still have, to this day, my acceptance letter to Massasoit. I keep 
it with me to remind me the school that gave me a chance and I 
could not be more grateful for it,” she said.

Massasoit Sparked her Love for Accounting; Alavi now Works  
for a “Big Four” Accounting Firm
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“Massasoit not only gave me my life 
  back, but made me believe in myself, 
    that I could accomplish anything.”
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By BEN WARNICK

Men’s Soccer (13-8)
Region 21 Champions // Northeast District 
Runners Up // National Tournament Participants
What a season it was for the Massasoit men’s soccer team in 2015, capped 
with its first trip to the NJCAA National Tournament since 1995.

The 20-year hiatus from Nationals did not look feasible early on during 
head coach Rui Estrela’s 10th year leading the Warriors. Massasoit was 
staring at a 2-4 record as of September 23rd and trailed Bunker Hill 
Community College 2-1 at home at the half.

The Warriors found a spark in that match with the Bulldogs, netting 
three second half goals for the victory and went on to win nine of the 
next 10 games to close out the regular season.

The lone loss during that span came to arch rival Dean College, who 
defeated the Warriors twice during the regular season. Both squads met 
for the final time on the soccer pitch on Halloween, in the Region 21 
Finals, a match that will haunt the Bulldogs forever.

Massasoit’s Warriors celebrating their 4-3 victory over the undefeated Dean College Bulldogs.

Massasoit Athletics 2015 Fall Recap
Dean entered the contest ranked 13th nationally and without blemish 
on its record, boasting a perfect 15-0 mark for the season. The Warriors 
were able to spring the upset on the Bulldogs, when sophomore 
Andrew Revanales netted the game-winning golden-goal with 52 
seconds left in double overtime for a thrilling 4-3 victory.

The victory sent the Warriors to the Northeast District Semifinals against 
Monroe Community College with the contest held in West Windsor, 
New Jersey hosted by Mercer County Community College.

Revanales would strike again and Jose Erazo netted an insurance goal as 
the Warriors defeated the Tribunes and became an automatic qualifier to 
the NJCAA National Tournament, ending a drought of 20 years.

The trip to Nationals marked the 15th in program history, as the 
Warriors were perennial powers during the 80s and 90s, including back-
to-back National Championships in 1986 and 1987.

The Warriors faced the daunting task of taking on No. 1 Louisburg 
College in the tournament opener, a team that was riding a 19-match win 
streak and 20-1 overall.

By BEN WARNICK
12    December 2015  |  ASSOCIATE
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The game was close throughout. Massasoit fell behind early, but evened 
the game late in the first half off a goal from Revanales.

The Green & White had two point-blank opportunities to score, but the 
ball did not roll the right way for the Warriors. The Hurricanes netted 
two goals over the final 12 minutes for the 3-1 final score, but it was clear 
the Warriors were a team to be reckoned with.

The next day, Massasoit fell to Iowa Western, 1-0, on a late second half 
goal, to conclude the magical season for the Warriors.

Team Honors
The Warriors earned plenty of hardware following the stellar 2015 
campaign. Head Coach Rui Estrela earned NSCAA Junior College East 
Regional Coach of the Year, while Revanales was named NSCAA First 
Team All-American and to the National Tournament Team. In addition, 
Revanales, Sidney Cardoso, William Baah and Jose Erazo were named to 
the NSCAA East Division All-Region Team selections.

Women’s Soccer (10-5-1)
Region 21 Tournament Runners Up

The Massasoit women posted its first 10-win season since 2008 under 
second-year head coach Jim Stapleton during the 2015 campaign.

The Warriors came up just short to rival Holyoke Community College in 
the Region 21 Championship, falling 3-0, in Holyoke, Massachusetts.

Despite the loss, the Warriors had plenty to be proud of, having six 
student-athletes named to the All-Region 21 Team and six times earned a 
NJCAA or NSCAA Player of the Week. In addition, Shelby Sprague was 
named an NJCAA All-American Second Team selection, totaling 25 goals 
and four assists for 54 points. She became the first Massasoit women’s 
soccer player to earn All-American first or second team honors since 1991.

Massasoit had struggled against Holyoke over the past several seasons, but 
played the Cougars as tough as they ever have in recent memory.

In the first meeting, the two schools tied, 2-2, snapping a 16-match losing 
streak to the Cougars. In the second meeting, Holyoke scored the lone goal 
on a penalty kick with two minutes left in the game.

Some bad breaks cost the Warriors in the finals against Holyoke, but it was 
still another impressive season for the Massasoit women’s soccer program.

Cross Country
Two NJCAA National Championship Participants

In the first season of the cross country program at Massasoit, two 
runners competed at the NJCAA Nationals for head coach Matt Jordan.

Kerry O’Neil placed 36th individually on the women’s side, while James 
Sepulveda captured 62nd place overall. O’Neil’s time was the fastest of 
any Region 21 female runner, clocking a time of 21:23.7 for the 5k race.

Sepulveda shed over 50 seconds off his top time of the season at 
Nationals, finishing the 8k race in 30:54. He finished fifth amongst 
Region 21 male runners.

For the season, Massasoit took part in five regular season meets prior to 
competing in Nationals, which were held at Westfield State University.

Massasoit takes on #1 seed Louisburg College in the National Championship Tournament in Virginia.

Coach Rui Estrela Andrew Revanales
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Peter Johnston

Dean of Academic Advising and 
Assessment to Retire in June After  

30 Years at Massasoit

Staff Profile
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Peter Johnston

By LAUREN DALEY

When Peter Johnston was in 8th grade, he went away to Groton 
School, a private boarding school in Groton, Massachusetts 
as a “scholarship boy.” And it was there he fell in love with 

teaching the “educationally-underserved.”

“It was at Groton that I first became aware of social class, and distinctly 
remember thinking that if my classmates’ families had to send their kids 
to public schools, that public schools would be much better funded,” said 
Johnston, now Dean of Academic Advising and Assessment at Massasoit 
Community College.

“One of the most positive aspects of my Groton experience was the 
opportunity to work in an Upward Bound program,” said Johnston, who 
tutored high school kids in the Groton-Lowell Upward Bound program 
from 1971-75.

Since then, he’s “been drawn to settings that serve the educationally-
underserved. Working in higher ed was never a goal of mine, but being  

at Massasoit has enabled me to contribute and do work I believe in.”

Johnston, who retires this spring after 30 years at Massasoit, 
started his career at the college as the first full-time Director  

of the Academic Resource Center in 1986.

“I most enjoyed being the ARC Director. It combined 
lots of direct student work with a fair amount of 
opportunity to create structural change in the college,” 

he said. 

He later became Dean of Academic Support, then 
Dean of Humanities, and started at his current 

position in 2007. He’s also been key in advancing 
the college’s partnerships with area K-12 schools 

over the years.

“High schools have traditionally been 
tasked with getting kids through high 
school, [but even] as graduation rates 
increased, it was clear that many high 
school graduates were not ready to 
succeed in college,” he said. “Increasingly, 
the task of promoting college and career 
readiness is seen as a joint high school-
college responsibility, and community 
colleges are taking a  
lead in this area.”

This spring, he expects the college 
to run 16 classes for high school 
students, either at area schools or 
at Massasoit, in subjects ranging 
from developmental reading and 
math courses to “fairly advanced” 
math and science courses. “All 
of these courses will be either 
free or deeply discounted for the 
students,” he said.

Looking back on his nearly 30 years at Massasoit, Johnston said he’s most 
proud of his work in the Academic Resource Center. In his time there, 
from 1986 to 2000, the number of tutoring appointments grew from less 
than 1,000 during his first year to “well over 18,000 in my last year.” 

“We also helped establish a culture in which academic support was seen as 
a core part of the college experience.”

Over the years, Johnston has earned recognition in the world of higher 
education; his honors include the Learning Assistance Association 
of New England Award for Outstanding Support to Developmental 
Education by a College Administrator, and the Manuel Carballo 
Governor’s Award for Excellence in Public Service.

A native of Foxboro, Massachusetts, Johnston attended the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he earned both his bachelor’s in sociology and 
master’s in education.

As a college student, Johnston had a work-study job at an alternative  
high school; through that, he also worked for the Philadelphia Adult 
Basic Education Academy.

“Based on my own educational experiences, I’ve come to believe that, as  
a nation, we systematically provide more educational resources to 
the most privileged, and fewer resources to those who need the most 
support,” Johnston said.

After graduating from college, Johnston worked as an adult basic 
education teacher in Long Island for a decade until moving to 
Massachusetts and starting at Massasoit.

“I’m a big social justice guy. I am painfully aware that opportunity is not 
equally distributed,” Johnston said. “Massasoit helps to level the playing 
field a bit. We strive to meet our students where they are.”

And while he retires as a full-time employee in June, Johnston can’t bring 
himself to leave Massasoit completely — he plans to work part-time at 
the college, primarily in high school and community outreach programs.

Of course, he plans to enjoy his retirement, too. He and his wife of 33 
years, Estela, a native of Acapulco, Mexico, plan to travel more.

 “We hope to spend more time with family in Mexico,” he said.  
“And I intend to spend more time in my kayak.”
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Massasoit Honors James Barrows 
for Ten Years of Service to College
On October 14, 2015, Massasoit Community College held a ceremony 
outside of the student center honoring James Barrows for his years of 
dedication to Massasoit. With thanks for his service, a tree was planted 
in his honor, in lieu of the traditional Massasoit chair. Jim had the tree 
dedicated to his mother and father, James and Inez Barrows, whom he 
said “instilled the value of hard work and education in [him] as a child.”

A 1977 graduate of Massasoit, Jim served two five-year terms on the 
Board of Trustees, including as its chairman in 2010-2011. “Jim served 
Massasoit with distinction during his tenure on the Board,” said Dr. 
Wall. “All of us trustees serve us ably, but Jim, as a graduate and former 
student athlete, has a deep, personal sense of how our mission affects our 
students. We are proud to have honored him in a way that will always live 
on at our campus.”

Campus News
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Dr. Wall with Former Trustee Barrows and his mother, Inez Barrows.

Congratulations to Massasoit’s newest trustees, Myrna Lyncee, student trustee, and Deb Enos. 

On November 9, 2015 the Veteran Service Member Club held a campus-
wide event in recognition of Veteran’s Day. As part of the ceremony, the 
student group collected donations towards prevention and awareness of 
veteran suicides. A POW/MIA flag was also raised on the flagpole on the 
Brockton campus quad in front of the Student Center.

To learn more about the Massasoit Veteran’s Center, contact Veterans 
Services Coordinator Brian Smith at 508-588-9100 x1063. 

The Massasoit Police Department 
recently created an Honor 
Guard made up of five police 
officers. This ceremonial unit 
presents the flags of the United 
States, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and the Massasoit 
Police Department for campus 
and community events.  Their 
inaugural presentation was 
on September 11, 2015 for the 
College’s remembrance ceremony. 

Massasoit Introduces Police Honor Guard

Veteran Service Member Club Raises POW/
MIA Flag as Part of Veteran’s Day Observance

2015 Annual Fall Gala
On October 24, 2015 nearly 300 people gathered at the Conference 
Center at Massasoit for its Annual Fall Gala. James W. Blake, President 
and CEO of HarborOne Bank and Edward F. Perry, Jr., owner of 95.9 
WATD FM were honored with the presidential medallion and will 
receive honorary degrees at commencement in the spring. The event 
raised nearly $36,000 toward the College’s United Student Fund. 

New Massasoit Trustees Sworn In
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Career Services Job Link is a tool for connecting  
employers, students, and alumni for various career and job 
opportunities. Job Link can assist employers by providing ac-
cess to a varying field of qualified candidates, while assisting  
potential candidates with career interests, resume building, 
and job searching at no cost.

Benefits:
 • Quick and user friendly
 • No cost
 • Access to a large number of qualified candidates
 • Ability to track and manage employment opportunities

Tools:
 • Job search
 • Career exploration
 • Resume builder, guidelines and tips
 • Employer information session sign up
 •  Job Link
 •  Employer Job Link

Sign up/Try it Today!
Visit massasoit.edu/careerservices

Brockton  •  Canton  •  Middleborough

For more information, contact Marilyn Burke at 
508-588-9100 x2602 or mburke@massasoit.mass.edu

or visit massasoit.edu/ptkalumni

Cocktails & Networking
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Dinner & Awards to follow
The Conference Center at Massasoit

Alpha Kappa Upsilon Chapter  
Alumni Celebration

April 15, 2016

SAVE THE DATE
February 3, 2016

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Event
featuring keynote speaker

Lani Guinier
AUTHOR  •  CIVIL RIGHTS ATTORNEY  •  SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCATE 

The Center for Experiential Learning is a 
resource for students, faculty, and business and 
community partners who wish to receive and/or 
provide experiential learning opportunities that 
enhance student learning, integrate theory and 
practice, and promote professional development 
and active citizenship.

The goal of Experiential Learning is to expand our community partnerships and 
the real-world learning experiences that prepare our students to be valuable 
members of the workforce, lifelong learners, and good citizens. The Center is 
located on the Brockton Campus in the Student Center Lower Level.

If you are interested in posting an internship opportunity or to learn 
more, please contact Tuuli McElroy at 508-588-9100, x1020 or at

tmcelroy@massasoit.mass.edu or internships@massasoit.mass.edu.
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Inspire
  Success!

Their Success  
   Starts Here.

Support the 2015 Annual Appeal

Massasoit’s students need your support.

Donate Online Today  - Visit us at massasoit.edu/give


