
When Dr. Wall signed the American College and University Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment, he meant it. This initiative has become a total campus 
commitment involving students, staff, and faculty. Massachusetts is a leader 

in this movement, with all state and community college presidents having signed on to 
better serve their students and to meet their social mandate to educate the next generation 
of leaders to become an environmentally responsible society.  There are now 620 college 
presidents across the nation involved in the initiative. The college community is working 
together to fulfill President Wall’s commitment.

As the “green generation” begins to take shape, it is no surprise our students were among 
the first to jump on board with the creation of Emerald EARTH (Ecologically Active Ready 
to Help) Club. This ambitious group of students strives to increase awareness through 
posters and contests and the execution of the Emerald Earth Environmental Fair recently 
held on our Brockton campus in connection with global Earth Day celebrations.  Showcased 
were Solar Panels, Organic Farming, an Electric Car, Hydrogen Power, and Massasoit’s 
own Landscaping and Recycling Committee. The event drew an impressive crowd and 
successfully increased community awareness. 

Massasoit’s Grants Department initiated a Faculty Sustainability Mini-Grants program to 
encourage faculty to incorporate sustainability or “green” elements into their courses. Last 
year, Massasoit faculty members from all disciplines received a total of 14 mini-grants. 
“As a result, students in courses across Massasoit’s curriculum, including architectural 
technology, introductory writing, American government, and graphic design, are learning 
about the importance of environmental stewardship,” said Director of Grants, Hollyce 
States. All over campus, there is an enthusiastic push for relevant student projects and 
participation. Personal involvement can begin in the classroom and then spread to the 
community and to the world. 

The Canton campus is the “hub” of many of Massasoit’s technical programs. Faculty 
members have revised their syllabi to match the requirements of energy efficiency in fields 
such as HVAC, and Diesel Technology. “It is important that we are listening to market 
needs and to what students want,” said Felix DeVito, Dean of Emergent Technologies. “We 
want students to be highly trained, to know how to manufacture or build energy efficient 
products, not just to install them.” The Canton campus was recently chosen by the state as a 
potential site for a geothermal well which would heat and air condition the Canton campus 
entirely by geothermal energy. Recently, engineers drilled some test wells, and the College 
is awaiting the results. 

In collaboration with other community colleges in southeastern Massachusetts, Massasoit 
is part of a statewide partnership proposal to develop, maintain, and deliver workforce and 
career training in energy efficiency and building science. Massasoit is the lead applicant 
for a partnership that includes eight other community organizations and three employer 
partners and has been awarded a grant from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs to address the clean energy workforce development needs in 

the area. The Division of Workforce Development and Community Education is playing a 
key role in organizing events and creating skills training that can be put to work right away. 
“People are very interested.   We’ve had to turn people away,” said Elaine Stewart, Dean of 
Workforce Development and Community Education. 

The Sustainability Task Force is comprised of members of administration, faculty, and 
staff. Together they study the most effective areas to focus their efforts and then determine 
the feasibility of ideas. Currently, they are involved in the Energy and Water Conservation 
Project and researching solar thermal heating for the pool on the Brockton campus. A 
campus-wide Single Stream Recycling Program was instituted, and recycling has almost 
doubled. They continue to seek out and obtain grants which help fund their initiatives. 

Massasoit Community College is quickly proving that we intend to be a leader and a 
model in sustainability in this region.  Energy use, waste reduction, and natural landscaping 
are just a few changes you may notice when you visit the College. The opportunity to instill 
in students the knowledge and values necessary to reduce their negative impact on the 
environment and to live a sustainable lifestyle are the changes that makes us realize we all 
have the power to make a difference..
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Massasoit students engage in activities dedicated to the “greening” of their campus.

Global Issues - Local Action  
Massasoit Community College Does It’s Part in Creating a Green Generation

Sustainability Task Force sponsored efforts and events at Massasoit Community College.  Clockwise from left - Geothermal well drilling on the Canton Campus; Environmental Fair booth; V.P. Nick Palantzas,  
Staff Assistant John Caffelle, Professor Irving Weiner, & CFO Betty Ann Learned supervise Canton Campus Geothermal well drilling; Sustainable planting of Native New England plants; Emerald E.A.R.T.H. Fair; 
Sustainability Task Force Committee Blog; Students establish more Sustainable garden plantings on Brockton Campus.



Massasoit students are now able to earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Education 
(BSBA) from Nichols College with the convenience of attending classes at 
Massasoit. The program began in fall 2008, thanks to an agreement between 

Massasoit Community College and Nichols College. Business Administration students can 
now take one year post-Associate’s courses here at Massasoit and then their final year at 
Nichols College to achieve a Bachelor’s Degree of Science in Business Administration.  
“We are delighted to partner with Nichols College to provide this new opportunity for our 
business students,” said Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College. 
“This agreement offers our students a seamless path to a highly regarded Nichols College 
business degree  at a tremendous cost savings.”

The planning started in September of 2007, 
and on April 17, 2008 the agreement was signed. 
Massasoit Community College students will 
receive full credit for their courses taken under 

the Associate in Science in Business Administration Transfer program. Both colleges are 
accredited by New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC), which now 
allows for a full 90 credits to transfer. Most articulation programs are a 2 + 2; this is a rare 
and exciting opportunity to offer our students. 

Under this agreement, Nichols is the home school and the degree granting institution, 
and Massasoit Community College is the host school for the third year course work. The 
prevailing Massasoit tuition and fees will apply to the third year,  offering students a real 
economic benefit. “This is a new and innovative program that melds the best of both worlds-
-the excellence of Massasoit Community College’s business program with our competitive 
pricing matched with Nichols College, a leader in business education,” stated Barbara 
Finkelstein, Vice President of Faculty and Instruction, Massasoit Community College. 

This program is also available to 
Massasoit graduates who meet the 
requirements. To learn more about 
the program, contact Admissions at 
Massasoit Community College at 
508-588-9100, x1411 or x2114 or 
contact the Nichols College Division 
of Graduate and Professional 
Studies at 800-243-3844.

Expansion—in these times?  YES! The answer is Yes 
in order to serve our students and communities ¬now¬ 
and into the immediate future.  And, expansion en-

compasses physical expansion, programmatic and “capacities  
expansion.” We are experiencing all-time record enrollments 
and unprecedented expressions of need from those we serve 
in our regional economy.  Given the stark realities of the eco-
nomic downturn we are in, we expect demand for our educa-
tional services to increase even further.

In the category of “capacities” expansion, the College added 
“Science Sundays” to the current Spring Semester. We simply 

needed to add sections of Biological Principles and Anatomy & Physiology with labs to meet 
enrollment demands. In the process, Dr. Barbara Finkelstein, Vice President for Faculty & 
Instruction, and the Academic Deans planned an opening of just the Math- Science Building 
for Sundays (thinking of keeping energy costs down) and added 3 Mathematics courses, a 
chemistry course and a Human Nutrition course to the mix. And the results: five courses 
ran in the first attempt! A great addition to our already successful “Weekend College,” the 
“Science Sunday” offerings will be expanded for the Fall Semester, 2009.

Programmatically, Massasoit is expanding our offerings in both the credit and not-for-
credit workforce development area. This coming fall we offer our new Associate in Science 
degree in Polysomnography to educate and prepare Sleep Studies Technicians.  In the Spring 
2010 semester, we will deliver a part-time Respiratory Associate degree located at Boston 
Medical Center, Radius Specialty Hospital and Quincy Medical Center, as well as Massasoit 
Community College, Brockton Campus.  This program is jointly funded by several partners, 
including the 1199 Service Employment International Union Training and Upgrade Fund.  

Turning to the non-credit area, Massasoit has received funding for our Brockton-Green 
Jobs Pathway Grant geared to train Brockton residents for jobs such as Weatherization 
Technician, Energy Auditing Assistant and green product sales representative. The College 
collaborated with eight Brockton partners in creating and securing this project.

Physical expansion, both on campus in Brockton and at off-campus sites, is on the 
active agenda. A new Health Sciences Building is included in the recent Public Higher 
Education Capital Bond Bill. While there is a process for the bond projects to be prioritized 
and funds released, thus affecting the timing of construction of the new building, we are 
there “in writing.” Additionally, we continue to pursue off-campus sites in Middleboro and 
Scituate. A Massasoit presence in Scituate would have a programmatic focus in Marine 
and Environmental Technology, building on the already successful non-credit Marine 
Technician Certificate and other successful environmentally-oriented training ventures.  
The focus in Middleboro would be more generalized involving a range of credit courses as 
well as workforce development courses and seminars. At both places, the College would 
lease limited amounts of space.

The College’s service region is growing and Massasoit must grow with it. Whether that 
growth be in population or new industries, such as the Plymouth Rock Movie Studios 
project in Plymouth, the College needs to position itself to continue to be the vital higher 
education provider that we are as opportunities present themselves. 

While we are faced with the present extreme economic difficulties—which are sobering—
we must even more, in my view, focus on our Mission as Massasoit Community College 
and continue to build on and add to our strength. For the next issue, I will present my 
remarks to the Class of 2009.

Massasoit Community College President Dr. Charles Wall and Nichols College President Debra M. Townsley 
along with various College staff establish the Associate’s to Bachelor’s (A to B) Business Program.

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College

A to B ~ Associate’s to Bachelor’s in Business Education

Dr. Carl Kowalski has been here almost since 
the beginning. It all began in 1972 when newly 
married young Carl began his family. With the 

imminent birth of his daughter, Crissy, he decided it was 
time to get a full- time job. Fresh out of Lehigh University 
in Pennsylvania where he had been enrolled in the English 
Doctoral Program and was also a teaching assistant, he 
knew it was education that he loved. He applied to many 
community colleges and junior colleges in the region and 
landed here at Massasoit, one half hour from where he grew 
up. At this time, one campus was in Duxbury (at the Miramar 
Seminary), and it was the first year of the Brockton Campus. 

He started as a full-time faculty member on the Duxbury campus and then became the 
half-time Director of Grants. Following that, he has held a variety of positions, such as 
Assistant Dean of Continuing Education, Dean of Academic Affairs, and Assistant to the 
President. He has been a Vice President since 1999 and Senior Vice President since 2005. 
  
A Lifetime of Massasoit Memories 

Carl has traveled with the Massasoit group for 
many years on their annual March spring break 
trip organized by faculty members Richard Nagle 
and Robert Hilton. These trips have enabled him 
to see the world, and he boasts of visiting over 
25 countries. He has been involved in Radio 
Classics Live for the past 23 years and is always 
happy to slip into his alter ego, Sam Spade. 37 
years hold many memories, but the conception of 
new programs is always a highlight. Along with 
Paul Gore, Marilyn Maxwell, Kenn Anania and 
others, he helped to found the LATCH program. 
This group realized that once we have encouraged 
students to attend, we still have a commitment to 
give them the tools to succeed. The goal is to keep them in school through academic 
assistance and counseling.  He also played a major role in the consolidation of student 
services and enrollment management into one division. It facilitates communication 
between groups working together toward a common goal.

A Leader and a Manager
 Sometimes you meet a rare person who is both a leader and a manager. These people 

possess qualities that can truly be called a gift. Dr. Kowalski is a leader and a manager. 
He serves the mission of Massasoit Community College and leads his staff with the same 
vision, but he also is willing to manage the day-to-day work, rolling up his sleeves alongside 
everyone else. His open door policy is well known, as is his dedication to student advocacy. 
He wants students to know, “We are here for them. No two cases are alike. Everyone is 
special and has his or her own dreams and abilities. We see each one by one.” He truly 
brings integrity to our intent.

If you happen to be on campus for the Orientations that are held at the beginning of each 
semester, you will see Carl walking across campus to address the students. He doesn’t go 
just when it’s convenient or when it’s nice out; he always goes because he believes in the 
importance of meeting the new students. Take a moment to hear what he says when he 
welcomes our newest group of students. You won’t be disappointed. He is personable, he is 
down-to-earth, and he is relevant, but most of all, he is inspiring. 

Have you ever heard someone present, and it just touches you? Carl is that inspiring. He 
has these 100 or so students from all walks of life engaged, nodding, laughing, and listening. 
He  reminds them why they are here. He makes them feel like as if behind each and every 
one of them. If you were a new student in that room and had a problem, you would seek 
this man because you would know he would try to help you. That is a legacy that will 
leave us on June 30th.  You may be 
able to replace the position, but you 
can never replace the person.. As 
his tenure at Massasoit Community 
College draws to a close, and he 
moves on to dedicating more time to 
his family, his town, and his teaching, 
he leaves us with many lessons to 
follow: lessons in professionalism, 
in dedication, in compassion, and in 
humanity. Those who have attended 
orientation will remember his motto, 
“Use your head, follow your heart, act 
with courage, and have a plan.” 

Dr. Kowalski with Presidential Student Ambassadors

Dr. Kowalski speaking at Massasoit  
Community College Commencement

Staff Profile: Dr. Carl Kowalski  Celebrating 37 Years of Service to the Massasoit Community



Dear Alumni and Friends, 
  I hope you enjoy the winter/spring edition of our Alumni 
and Friends newsletter, The Associate, featuring pictures 

highlighting Making it at Massasoit, the fall 2008 Annual Gala, our 
new section, “Around and About at Massasoit”, and much more. As 
always, I look forward to your continued feedback. 

The Fall Gala “The Butler Did it Singing”, our festive evening of 
theater and dining pleasure, was a great success with over 240 people enjoying a fun filled 
evening of entertainment and fellowship. Our afternoon repeat performance the next day, the 
Silver Tea, was attended by over 150 people as well. All proceeds from both of these events 
are being used towards creating “Smart” Classrooms on both the Brockton and Canton 
Campuses. We deeply appreciate all the support we received for this project including two 
named classrooms, one from the Massasoit Community College Foundation in memory 
of John Altieri and Paul Fortini and one from the Tsaganis Family. Please save the date of 
October 24th, 2009 for our next Fall Gala!

Please continue to check our web site, www.massasoit.mass.edu to stay informed on what 
is happening at the college. On the Canton Campus, the 1st Annual Massasoit Arts Festival, 
held on May 16th and May 17th, brought our communities together to experience the arts 
across all levels of artistic pursuits. Hundreds of attendees enjoyed a variety of activities.  
Also in Canton, the Art, Art, and More Art series featuring alumna, Jennifer, “Star” Torrey’s 
work in portraiture is on display through the fall of 2009. 

On the Brockton Campus, The Buckley Performing Arts Center features a variety of 
shows appealing to all age groups. The 20th Anniversary show of Radio Classics Live 
was held there on May 2nd featuring Rex Trailer and Boom Town. The Culinary Arts 
Thursday Luncheon series has just come to a close but will resume in the fall of 2009.   
The 10th annual W.B. Mason/Massasoit Community College Foundation Golf Classic held 
on Monday, June 1st, 2009 at Thorny Lea Golf Club, was enjoyed by all.

We continue to receive annual fund donations to assist many areas of the college, 
including the United Student Fund and General Scholarships. Every dollar raised is crucial 
to the college’s ability to serve the community. We warmly welcome your support. For 
further information, please visit our web site and click on Alumni and Friends or call us at 
508-588-9100 extensions 2602 or 2603. We sincerely appreciate your help. Thank you

Our alumni and friends are the foundation of our Massasoit Community College family.  
We value your input and we would like you to stay involved with us. Please email, call, or 
write to me with any stories or updates, as we would love to hear from you. 

Again, please enjoy The Associate. I will be waiting to hear from you!

 Sincerely, 
 Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello To All! 
My name is Bonnie Blackler, Class of 1992. I am President of 
the Alumni Association of Massasoit Community College.

The Alumni Association meets on the second Thursday of each month from 
September to June at 7:00 P.M. The meetings are held in the Student Center 
Conference Room in the lower level of the Student Center on the Brockton 
campus. Please feel free to contact me at alumni@massasoit.mass.edu. 

The Alumni Association’s goal is to raise money continually for student scholarships, 
build working relationships with the many valuable organizations at Massasoit, and to 
develop awareness for the alumni throughout the college. 

Please come join us having fun working on events and putting together a joyous reception 
for our graduating classes. We welcome any new ideas. Any students with at least 24 credits 
and all graduates are encouraged to become part of our Alumni Association. 

For me, serving as President of the Alumni Association of Massasoit Community College 
is a great honor! During my years as a student, Massasoit has given me so much, and it is with 
great pleasure I now return some of those gifts as President of the Alumni Association.

 Sincerely, 
 Bonnie Blackler, President, Alumni Association

The Alumni Association

Craig Andrade graduated from Massasoit Community 
College’s Nursing Program in 1985. He earned his 
Bachelor’s Degree from Bridgewater State College 

in Athletic Training, then obtained his Master’s Degree from 
Boston University in Public Health, and is certified in massage 
therapy and strength conditioning. He is currently a doctoral 
candidate at Boston University’s School of Public Health.  
Craig is currently the Associate Dean of Health and Wellness 
and the Director of Student Health Services at Wheaton College 
in Norton. He has a wide range of experiences, such as nurse 
at Boston City Hospital and then at Boston Medical Center and 
owner/operator of Active Health, a private health and fitness 

company. Craig has a passion for service and advocacy, and he ties this passion into his job at 
Wheaton and to his community. “The Associate” recently spoke with Craig about his life and 
the role Massasoit played in his choices.

Why did you choose Massasoit Community College? I grew up in Brockton. I went to a big 
university and was swallowed up; there were many challenges. In a place like that you need to 
do it alone.  I came home and decided that I should start at home. I had always been curious 
about biology and the human body and how it works. I knew I was interested in nursing, 
and I heard they had a great nursing program, so I went to Massasoit. Here I found a true 
partnership. They (faculty and fellow students) recognized my weaknesses and helped me to 
correct them while they also bolstered my strengths. I got the best education in the world from 
Massasoit--I was able to connect with people and they connected with me. 

Most times life experiences help shape the decisions we make for our future. What experiences 
from Massasoit have stayed with you over the years? “Massasoit was my launching pad. It was 
there that I began to understand the connection to community and my own passion to continue 
to grow, asking, “How can I give back?” When I went to school, it was never about a job, 
but service.  How do I use my skills for the greater good? Massasoit gave me that foundation. 
They also helped me to develop the academic skills needed to continue my education. 

I know you are an advocate for making a contribution to society while striving to 
reach personal goals; what are your goals for the future? I plan to get more involved in  
state and national level community advocacy for violence prevention, health education,  
and preventative health policy.

Recently you re-connected with Massasoit through a One Book One College presentation, 
“Paths to Personal and Public Service.” Can you tell me about that? The book was Mountains 
Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder. This book resonated a passion for public health and for 
service. The author connected all the dots between personal passion and public health service. 
In the discussion, we talked about looking for personal and public service all around. I shared 
my personal story and my quest to find a meaningful career. We talked about connecting career 
choice with personal happiness. I encouraged students in the audience to go beyond the class 
assignment and let passion and curiosity be the 
guide. I reminded them that there will always be 
challenges, but the question is “How do you meet 
them?” We discussed some guiding principles, 
such as starting from the inside out and fearing no 
mistake or daring to fail boldly and adapt. 

It is inspiring to meet someone who began his 
education here with us at Massasoit then continued 
on to have such an amazing journey of education, 
experiences, and public service. Part of the mission 
here at Massasoit is to foster learning for all who 
desire to learn--not only in the classroom, but 
outside the classroom to reach their personal goals through activities, community service, and 
connections. Would you offer some suggestions in ‘living your best life’ that you encourage? 
Life is a practice that is relational. If done well, our lives can be transformational.  If we 
collaborate well, we can change our community and our world for the better. Test out lessons. 
If it rings true--shout it loud. Continue the evolution of your life and always strive to be better. 
I think about what is important to me.  How can I give back, and how can I connect it to my 
career and the world around me?

Mr. Craig Andrade pictured with Barbara Waible,
Dept. Chair Nurse Education; and Massasoit 
staff and students. 

Alumni Profile:  Craig Andrade

News from the Office of Development and Alumni Relations

Save the Date... 
Saturday 

October 24, 2009 
Annual Fall Gala 

featuring

Upcoming Event

On October 25, 2008, the Massasoit community gathered for an evening of dinner theater fun. The fall fundraiser was 
held at the Massasoit Conference Center. Money raised helps the Massasoit Foundation fund student scholarships, state-
of-the-art equipment and facilities, and other special projects. Thank you to all our guests, our sponsors and volunteers 
that help to make it a success. Save the date for 2009!

President Charles Wall recognizing Honorary 
Degree recipient, Dr. Burton Polansky.

Gala attendees delighting in the festive evening. One of the lovely themed gift baskets 
raffled at the Gala to raise funds for 
the “Smart” classroom project.

“The Butler Did It Singing”
2008 Fall Gala - “Making It At Massasoit”
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To our alumni, staff, faculty, and friends; your donations have helped the college to 
better serve our students and the community. The Smart Classrooms, The Shaw’s Modern 
Language Lab, The United Student Fund, and Student Scholarships are some of the areas 
that have benefitted from your generosity.

The Annual Fund continues to be our lifeline. There remains much to accomplish.  
Please help in our mission by making a gift today. Every contribution, of any size, makes a 
difference. You Can Make a Difference!

Please visit us on-line at www.massasoit.mass.edu and click on Alumni & Friends  
or call 508-588-9100, x 2602 for further information.

AROUND & ABOUT AT MASSASOIT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Today’s Education for Tomorrow’s Success!

Yes, you can make a difference.
Go to www.massasoit.mass.edu, or call 508-588-9100, x2602

Sheryl Savage Executive Director for College Advancement; Nick Palantzas, V.P. of Canton 
campus; Jennifer “Star” Torrey, alumna artist; and Dr. Charles Wall at presentation of Star’s 
charcoal rendering of the administration buildings on both campuses, presented at the Art, 
Art, and More Art Alumni Reception series.

(l to r) William Crawford, Massasoit Community College Gala volunteer; Dr. Charles Wall, President 
of Massasoit Community College;  Larry Wahlstrom, President of Shaw’s Supermarkets; Cindy 
Garnett, V.P. of Human Resources, Shaw’s Supermarkets;  Cristina Ajemian, Department Chair 
Modern Languages Department; and Juanita Brunelle, Professor Modern Languages cutting 
the ribbon to officially dedicate The Shaw’s Modern Language Center on April 28th, 2009.

Professor Melanie Tracek-King’s class works 
on planting a Sustainable garden on Brockton 
Campus quad.

Massasoit culinary students prepare for the 
final luncheon of the semester as Chef Guiffre 
observes.

Massasoit Foundation members Phil Tortorella 
and Conrad Martin get demo of new Shaw’s 
Modern language lab.

Massasoit dedicates the Jack & Patti Conway 
Student Senate Office in the Brockton Campus 
Student Center.
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Thank you!


