
The 1980’s and 90’s are remembered 
as a time of tremendous growth: the 
merger with Blue Hills Technical 

Institute, the steady increase in enrollment 
which flew in the face of predictions of 
decline, the integration of technology into 
campus operations and later into teaching, 
the expansion of programs, and nationally 
recognized athletic teams, to name just a 
few events.

“It was a time of growth. We began to 
offer more than business and liberal arts-
-technology was becoming a big thing,” 
recalls Professor Kenn Anania, “Theater was 
also big, and there were lots of productions; 
there were three Gilbert & Sullivan 
productions, for example, actually produced 
and directed by our own staff and faculty, 
where 75 to 80 people sang and danced.  
There was much camaraderie during that 
time.” Under the leadership of Dr. Gerard 
Burke, the Blue Hills Technical Institute 

merged in 1985 with Massasoit Community 
College inheriting Blue Hill’s faculty, staff, 
and its more than 500 students. It became 
our Canton Campus, and it also made us the 
largest of the 15 Massachusetts Community 
Colleges for a time. Retired Dean, David 
Malone, who had been the Academic Dean 
at Blue Hills, became Associate Dean of 
Academic Affairs for Massasoit, in effect, 
the Canton Campus administrator. Dean 
Malone tells us, “I remember during the 
merger everyone was so accommodating. 
It could’ve been tough, but the whole team 
was terrific. It was important to everyone 
to keep the educational entity--programs, 
faculty, and facility--together.”  In 1986 
Massasoit received a Title III grant which 
enabled staff and faculty to participate in 
campus-wide teaching and learning efforts 
including travel to study multi-campus 
colleges as far away as Miami. “The best 
result of the merger was bringing Canton 
students so many more opportunities. They 
now received such things as counseling, 
an expanded library, and athletics,” Dean 
Malone recalls.

In 1986 the College made a commitment 
to a strategic plan to market itself. “To 
do this we had to outreach to different 
populations to reach a variety of markets 

while measuring results,” Richard Cronin, 
Acting Vice President of Student Services 
and Enrollment Management, tells us. Dick 
was hired as the Director of Marketing 
Services during that year, and though he 
has weathered various other titles and 
responsibilities through 25 years here, he 
still holds the title of Executive Director 
of College Communications. “In the 80’s, 
operationally our marketing switched from 
manual to desktop publishing, and our 
publications moved from black and white 
to color,” he notes. Dick was the creator 
of a much needed coherent marketing 
package which still exists today. Dick 
recalls when computing at the College 
took place downstairs in the administration 
building on a mainframe, and standard word 
processing was done on a WANG system. 
What a difference from today where there 
are computers in every office, SMART 
Classrooms, and computer labs offering 

many software options. With technology 
growing in leaps and bounds worldwide, 
in 1989 Massasoit finally began to process 
student registrations electronically with the 
APEX system. Gone were the days of punch 
cards. Of course, it still didn’t run as it does 
now. “We would close our office and line 
rows of computers up in the gym; all of our 
staff would sit there and enroll students for 
days before the semester started. Students 
lined up for hours to register,” Registrar 
Dan Kimborowicz said.

In the early 1980s there were more full 
time faculty and adjuncts hired as either 
day or evening employees. “Adjuncts back 
then were excited to get courses; we felt the 
experience teaching would build our resume 
and practical experience. Many of us picked 
up teaching assignments at several different 
colleges/locations,” said Senior Vice 
President Dr. Barbara Finkelstein.  The day 
and evening programs were very separate, 
and faculty who worked in the evening and 
on weekends worked under the Division 
of Continuing Education. “In 1982 there 
was a large hiring of faculty and staff and 
the size of our full time faculty swelled,” 
Dr. Finkelstein tells us.  Dr. Anne Scalzo-
McNeil, the current Dean of Allied Health, 
started her administrative career in 1984. 
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Massasoit, Past & Present 
A Journey Through Time Part Two ~ The 1980’s & 90’s

“She is the longest serving Academic Dean 
here,” Dr. Finkelstein states.  The Nursing 
Program and other Allied Health Programs 
continue to be some of our flagship 
programs---all with outstanding reputations.

In 1982 there were five Division Chairs 
(deans), and from 1985 to now there have 
been six. “Considering the growth of the 
College, administration in this area has 
not grown much at all,” she notes.  Dr. 
Finkelstein recalls her hiring in 1982 by then 
President George Ayers, “I became Division 
Chair of Liberal Arts and was offered 
$21,216 with no negotiation.” Satellite sites 
also existed in the 1980s. “There were sites 
in Braintree, Plymouth North, Silver Lake, 
Middleborough, and Foxboro,” says Dr. 
Finkelstein. In 1986 there were over 400 
students enrolled at these various locations.  

With the 1990’s came a new President, 
Bob Rose, who conducted some major 
administrative reorganization including 
the creation of the Executive Council 
(which is like today’s President’s Cabinet). 
The Conference Center opened in 1997 
offering a meeting space for business and 
community meetings and events, and in 
1998 President Rose had all the building 
rooms re-numbered and the outside of the 
buildings labeled. Also in 1998 tuition for 
in-state residents was only $31 per credit. 
The 80’s and 90’s also marked great success 
for our Athletic Department with a two-

time national championship soccer team 
coached by Nick Palantzas, our current 
Vice President of the  Canton Campus,  
and baseball national champions under the 
coaching of Professor Tom Frizzell who 
continues to coach the team today. The 
women’s soccer team, basketball team, and 
volleyball team also represented the college 
at the national, regional, and state levels 
throughout these two decades.

In 1995 the One College concept was 
adopted. There was no more distinction 
between the night division and day division. 
The student body continued to change, 
traditional became non-traditional with 
students of all ages attending, and a more 
diverse community began to build. In 1992 
Massasoit celebrated its 25th anniversary. 
The College had grown so much since its 
inception there was much to celebrate. Dick 
Cronin chaired the anniversary committee, 
“It was the single most fun and exciting 
event I have ever done, and it was the 
most gratifying as far as outcome.” As 
Dick reflects on his time at the College, he 
notes, “The College has amazingly adapted 
to the changing needs of our students and 
stayed true to our mission. Collectively, we 
understand our role is to help our students 
educationally, socially, and economically. 
With what we offer, it is an easy sell.”

Dan Kimborowicz , Registrar (who will retire this May after 39  years of service); Peter Principe, current PT 
Administrator on Duty, Canton Campus; and Maureen Thayer, current Dean of Students, taken in 1986.

Staff and faculty have some fun in a softball game behind the Student Center in 1984

1991 Women’s Softball Team, NJCAA Region XXI Champions who also qualified for the NJCCA 
National Tournament which was coached by Rolly Blanchette 



Alumni Exhibition artist Charles Lanphear 
discussing his work at the opening reception 
currently on display at the Canton Campus

Spring seems like the perfect time to talk about 
growth, collaboration, and community connec-
tions. In this issue, I will give you some excit-

ing news about our new location in Middleborough. I 
will also tell you about some tried and true ways that 
the College stays connected to our community. This 
spring we have seen many inspired students engage 
their global awareness, compassion, and community 
involvement in activities which are a true testament 
to the mission of Massasoit Community College. 

Starting this fall, the Lincoln D. Lynch School 
located in the center of Middleborough will be the 
site for our new Massasoit satellite location. The 
College is very excited to bring higher education 

opportunities to the greater Middleborough area.  We will offer a wide range of credit 
courses in the areas of liberal arts, business, criminal justice, and child care. Students 
will be able to meet with an admissions counselor, enroll in a degree program, test for 
placement, and register and pay for courses on-site. Our workforce development team 
will offer career training and professional certificate opportunities, as well as a variety of 
community service classes to the greater Middleborough region. We, Massasoit with the 
Town of Middleborough, are currently in the process of renovating the building to bring 
our students modern classrooms and a computer lab equipped with all new technology. 
Program information will be forthcoming on our website, and please look for an invitation 
to our Open House later this summer. Classes at the Middleborough Center of Massasoit 
Community College will start on September 8th!

The tried and true at Massasoit has been, and is, the encouragement of personal growth 
of our students. And, our students certainly demonstrate that growth in commitment to 
broader social and world needs. In light of recent events, our students have embraced the 
mission of civic engagement. We have had several student led efforts on behalf of the 
people of Haiti. A number of student groups joined together and organized Hearts for 
Haiti- a gala performance event held in the Massasoit Conference Center on March 26th 
with all proceeds going to Haitian relief charity organizations. Another group of students 

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College

Around  About At Massasoit Community College Timeline

Matthew H. Malone, Ph.D., Superintendent 
of  Schools in Brockton with students from 
Mary E. Baker School MLK Day Performance

MG Joseph C. Carter, Adjutant General of  the MA 
National Guard & Dr. Charles  Wall at Deployment 
Ceremony at Massasoit Community College 
 

(l-r) Stephen Pratt;  Dr. Charles Wall, recipient of 
the  Education Hero Award from MY TURN, Inc.; and 
Lorraine Albert 

Staff Profile: Julie (Ready) Mulvey

Have you met Sticks yet? Chances are, if you were 
a student at Massasoit Community College, you 
have. Julie Mulvey began her career here twenty-

nine years ago and is still widely known as a passionate 
student advocate who has worked with thousands of students 
through the years. Of course, she is also formerly known as 
Sticks, a nickname she was given in the 1980’s by some 
girls she coached on the volleyball and basketball teams.

In 1981, Julie was hired as the Women’s Basketball Coach. 
She had just graduated from the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst with a Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Education 
and was an honorable mention All-American basketball 

player there; it was a perfect fit. Over the years her Massasoit family celebrated the 
growth of Julie’s own family; her marriage to John Mulvey and then the addition of her 
three children:  Jake, Dan, and Allison.  She now spends her free time cheering them on 
as they compete at the college level in crew and volleyball, but she doesn’t just sit on the 
sidelines; Julie just completed the Crash Bs, a world class indoor crew race at Boston 
University. It is a 2K competition on ergs (which simulates rowing on water). She trained 
for three months for the event which includes past Olympians and other world class 
athletes. She placed 8th in a race where the winner broke a world record!

When Julie was Assistant Director of Athletics, she began a women’s volleyball team 
that quickly became New England Champions and went on to play in the National 
Tournament in Miami, Florida. Also during the 80’s as Assistant Athletic Director, 
she taught a lunch hour aerobics class for students and staff to the music of Madonna, 
Flashdance, Gloria Estefan, and Bruce Springsteen. This tradition continues today with 
various instructors teaching such classes as Zumba, weight training, and Street Feet 
dancing. During this time Julie also returned to school to receive her Master of Science in 
Physical Education with a concentration in Human Performance.

 In 1995, Julie became Director of Student Life. In this position, she coordinated student 
activities and created new programming that would promote a sense of community, 
enrichment, culture, and fun for all students. One of her last initiatives as Student Life 
Director was the creation of the Presidential Student Ambassador Program. Through 
this program, students go through an application, essay, and interview process to be 
considered for these student leadership positions. Ambassadors provide tours, attend 
campus events, assist staff with orientations, and build relationships with each other and 

campus staff and administration on a professional level. “The Presidential Ambassador 
Program is successful because of Julie’s personal efforts. Without a doubt, she’s one of 
the absolute best colleagues I have ever had: energetic, 
confident without being arrogant, competitive, a real 
joy to be with at all times.  Her work is always touched 
by the highest of quality, industry, initiative, creativity, 
and sincere concern for the people who count the most 
-–the students,” said retired Senior Vice President Dr. 
Carl Kowalski .

 In 2008, Julie was appointed Director of Athletics 
and Physical Education. She loves her job; her motto 
is, ‘If you don’t love it, you shouldn’t be doing it.’ 
“Every day is a success story. We are given the chance 
to impact people’s lives. Everyone comes here with 
a different story and background,” said Julie.  She 
notes, “Many people don’t realize the resources we 
have available to our students. We do a service to our 
community.” Unlike in other places where people’s 
lives are mapped out for them in a sense, here Julie 
feels, “People come here because they chose to; they 
are trying to make a life for themselves.”

Julie (Ready) Mulvey

Athletics Director Julie 
Mulvey with Dr. Wall.

joined forces with the Massasoit TV/Radio Center to host a telethon to raise money for 
the American Red Cross Haiti Relief Fund. This collaborative student initiative included 
students, staff, and faculty hosts, community members, student groups, and elected 
officials.  

Massasoit Community College strives to be a leader in environmental sustainability 
efforts. In addition to our on-campus initiatives; members of the Emerald EARTH 
(Ecologically Active, Ready to Help) student club and environmental science students 
joined together to visit the Mary E. Baker School in Brockton. These Massasoit students 
toured the “green” school and shared experiences and thoughts with the 4th and 5th 
graders in the Emerald Junior Club, an after school environmental club modeled after 
Massasoit’s. Massasoit has also partnered with East Middle School in Brockton on its 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education grant funded Green 
in the Middle project. For this, our TV and Radio studio teamed up with teachers to 
produce a series of public service announcements focused on recycling; this activity will 
culminate with the middle school students visiting Massasoit to tour our science labs, 
sustainable gardens and participate in the April Emerald EARTH Environmental Fair. 

As a community college, our efforts go beyond the classroom to be an engaged 
member of the greater community. On April 7th on our Brockton Campus we had our 
most successful job fair ever with over 40 companies and 1,000 attendees. On the same 
day in Canton, our College Transfer Day was a huge success with a record number of 
students there to talk to representatives from the many four year colleges and universities 
represented. 

This spring, we as a college community are inspired with new partnerships, community 
outreach, and sustainable practices; and we enthusiastically look to the future to serve the 
needs of our growing and diverse region. 

 Sincerely, 

 Dr. Charles Wall, President, Massasoit Community College

(l-r) Carl Kowalski, Julie Mulvey, Dr. Charles Wall, Evan Desatnick 
and  John Mulvey (Julie’s husband) enjoying the Golf Classic.



Alumni Profile: Chef Sean Pierce

Call for more info - 508-588-9100, x1002Call for more info - 508-588-9100, x2602

Chef Sean Pierce enrolled in the Culinary Arts Program because he knew he loved to 
cook, but when the program introduced pastry, he excelled. Sean graduated from Mas-
sasoit in 2000 with an Associate Degree in Culinary Arts. He then attended Johnson 

& Wales University in Rhode Island to receive an Associate Degree, followed by a Bachelor 
Degree in Baking and Pastry Arts.  He is now the Executive Chef at Truly Jorg’s in Saugus.  

Why did you choose Massasoit?

I lived in the next town, so it was close and convenient and it had 
the program I was looking for. I remember I was so psyched 
to get good grades, that even though I was an adult living on 
my own, I still put my grades on my fridge. I was 

paying for myself, so I had a vested 
interest.

After Massasoit you went on 
to get your Bachelors Degree?

While at Massasoit I realized that I love 
working with pastry and upon graduation I was 

awarded a $2,000 scholarship to continue my 
education.  I enrolled at Johnson & Wales for my 
Associate’s, but I was enjoying school and doing 
amazingly well, so I got my Bachelor’s too. I 
never in my life thought I would get a degree 
and now I have three! Massasoit gave me the 
credentials and experience I needed to move 
right into the field, so I was able to work in 
my profession while I was in school; it paid 
my way.

You are now the Executive 
Pastry Chef at a specialty 

bakery; tell me about that.

I did an internship at Truly Jorg's while I was 
in school. When I graduated, they offered me a 

job, and I have been there nine years now. My specialty is pastry, and sculptured 
and novelty cakes. During school I realized that I am a sculptor; I had before 
never realized that I was an artist. Now I sculpt with fondant and chocolate. 

So I hear you are a reality TV star?

 We have done appearances on PBS, and have been featured on Chronicle, TV Diner, 
and the Phantom Gourmet. We also participate in televised cooking challenges. We just 
filmed our ninth show on the Food Network; it was a ‘planes, trains, & automobiles’ 
sculpture competition. We won a gold medal for our edible city; it was the City of Boston 
made out of chocolate. We have done two Disney Pixar movie Toy Story creations, and 
received the silver medal for our Shrek: The Musical creation. In the chocolate landmark 
competition we used 140 pounds of white chocolate to create the Taj Mahal. 

What is your most memorable competition?

We participated in the New York City Chocolate Fashion week three years ago. We 
created a chocolate dress for a model from the America’s Next Top Model show. Then 
we got to walk on the runway with her; that is something I never dreamed I would do!

What does the future hold? 

Right now we are packing up to go to another Food Network competition in Denver, 
Colorado; we will be creating a chocolate lobster boat, made entirely of dark chocolate. 
We traveled to the docks to study the boats and our creation will have every last detail. I 
always told my mom that I was going to be on TV!

Save the Dates for these upcoming events...

Please help us to help our  
students and the community.   

Every contribution makes a difference. You can make a difference!  
Please visit our website  

www.massasoit.mass.edu and click on Alumni & Friends, or call  
508-588-9100, x2603 for further information.  

Thank You!

   11th Annual Massasoit Golf Classic
 at the Thorny Lea Golf Club Monday, May 24, 2010 

Making It At Massasoit
Annual Fall Gala

Saturday
October 23, 2010

Sean and his colleagues with their award winning 
gold medal chocolate sculpture of the City of Boston 
at the Food Network’s Edible City Team Challenge 

Food Network Challenge award winning sculpture 
Taj Mahal 

a t  t h e  C a n t o n  C a m p u s

MASSAS IT
2nd Annual Arts Festival

                                       at the Canton Campus

Sunday, May 23, 2010   
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Call for more info - 508-588-9100, x2124

Massasoit Community College
at Middleborough Center

Opening September 8, 2010 - Classes enrolling now 

 

News from the Office of Development and Alumni Relations & The Alumni Association

Dear Alumni and Friends,

I hope you enjoy the winter/spring edition of our Alumni 
and Friends newsletter, The Associate, featuring highlights 

from our Fall 2009 Gala and Presidential Medallion recipients, Gloria 
Striggles and Richard Frye; the second installment of our serial story 
depicting the growth of Massasoit through the years; our alumni 
profile on Culinary Arts graduate Sean Pierce; our staff profile on 

Julie Mulvey; and our “Around and About Massasoit” timeline. Please note our Save the 
Date information on our upcoming Arts Festival, Golf Tournament and Fall 2010 Gala.   
As always, I look forward to your continued feedback concerning this edition and what 
you would like to read about in future publications.

Please continue to check our website, www.massasoit.mass.edu to stay informed on 
what is happening at the College, as well as to acquire more information on our upcoming 
events.  Please visit the alumni and friends webpage to see a sample of the current Alumni 
Art Exhibit on the Canton Campus, the Art, Art, and More Art series featuring alumnus, 
Charles Lanphear’s works on paper, canvas, and wood that is currently on display through 
the fall of 2010.  Please come by to visit and see the actual exhibit. On the Brockton 
Campus, please check the information for The Buckley Performing Arts Center which 
features a variety of shows appealing to all age groups.  The Culinary Arts Thursday 
Luncheon series will resume in the fall of 2010. It is a wonderful venue for a delightful 
lunch prepared by our students.  

Our alumni are indeed the foundation of our Massasoit Community College family.  
Please enjoy The Associate and stay in touch. I will be waiting to hear from you!

Sincerely,

Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello To All!

My name is Bonnie Blackler, Class of 1992. I am President of 
the Massasoit Community College Alumni Association.

The Alumni Association meets on the second Thursday of each month 
from September to June at 7:00 P.M. The meetings are held in the Student 
Center Conference Room on the lower level of the Student Center on the 

Brockton Campus. Please feel free to contact me at alumni@massasoit.mass.edu.

The Alumni Association’s goal is to raise money continually for student scholarships, 
build working relationships with the many valuable organizations at Massasoit, and to 
develop awareness for the alumni throughout the college.

Please come join us having fun working on events and putting together a joyous reception 
for our graduating classes. We welcome any new ideas. Any students with at least 24 
credits and all graduates are encouraged to become part of our Alumni Association.

To me, serving as President of the Alumni Association of Massasoit Community College 
is a great honor!  During my years as a student, Massasoit gave me so much and it is with 
great pleasure I now return some of those gifts as President of the Alumni Association.

 Sincerely,

 
 

 Bonnie Blackler, President, Alumni Association



On October 24th, over 250 members of the Massasoit community gathered for our 
2009 Fall Gala at the Massasoit Conference Center to support the United Student 
Fund, raising an impressive $44,000. The festive evening of cabaret and dancing 

featured a traditional turkey dinner in the spirit of giving thanks to those who support the 
College, our students, and the community.

Tribute was paid to Richard Frye and Gloria Striggles who were honored with 
Presidential Medallions for their continued commitment to Massasoit. Mr. Frye 
was a member of the Massasoit Community College Board of Trustees from 1990-
1995 and received the first Honorary Degree from Massasoit in 1995.  Mr. Frye is the 
President of Frye Insurance Agency in Braintree and the Frye Real Estate Agency. 
He is also a Director of  S-Bank of Weymouth. Ms. Striggles received the 2009 
Honorary Degree at our 2009 Commencement. She was a member of the Massasoit 
Community College Board of Trustees from 1995-2000. She is a founding member 
of the President’s Advisory Council and is a well known community philanthropist. 
 

     
    
    
  
  
  
     
     

Friends and supporters contributed through program book ads, raffles, silent and live 
auctions, purchase of the United Student Fund green ribbons, and ticket purchases. We 
are delighted to know that our donors value our mission of helping students from all 
walks of life realize their dreams. The $44,000 raised goes directly to the United Student 
Fund which provides support for students who need help with books and mandatory 
insurance. Corporate gifts are also managed through this fund with donations providing 
sponsorships for student tuition for a class, a semester, or a year. Chair of the Gala 
Committee, Peggy Reardon, stated that, “While economic conditions are extremely 
difficult, people contributed from their hearts to help students in need. This help came in 
many forms whether it be financial contributions or donations of personal time to help 
make the event a success.  All attendees had a wonderful time and those who could 
not be there knew that they had helped in a special way—a win-win for everyone.” 
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Making It At Massasoit      Annual Fall Gala 2009

Dr. Charles Wall and Massasoit Students attending the  Annual Fall Gala

Gala Honoree, Gloria Striggles Gala Honoree, Richard Frye
Foundation Chair, Attorney Steve Murphy Gala Honoree, Gloria Striggles & son Duane

Executive Director of College Advancement, 
Sheryl Savage with Mr. & Mrs. Richard Frye

Entertainment for the evening,  GQ and the Lady 
 

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Br
oc

kt
on

, M
A

 0
23

02
-3

99
6

Pe
rm

it 
#4

93


