
the associate
a newsletter for the alumni & friends of massasoit community college

Winter/Spring 2011                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Volume VII  Issue II

Sustainable Massasoit
Massasoit’s Students, Faculty & Staff are Working Together for a “Greener” Campus

In 2007, Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College signed the 
American College and University Presidents’  Climate Commitment. In accordance 

with the climate commitment, it is the College’s goal as an educational leader to 
demonstrate a strong commitment to sustainable practices through highly visible 
efforts. All staff demonstrates efforts in energy conservation and environmental 
stewardship and to promote these values to coworkers and the greater community. 
Campus-wide efforts have brought amazing results such as sustainable landscaping, 
which received recognition by the New England Wildflower Society. Students and 
staff worked together to plant a native wildflower meadow with help from Project 
Native, and a newly planted edible garden. The College also acquired certification 
from the National Wildlife Federation as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat. We recently 
won a Massachusetts ECO Award for our MassRIDES Commuter Carpool Program. 
One of our faculty members, Professor Ann-Marie Burke was named the Faculty 
Fellow in Sustainability for CONNECT, the Southeastern Massachusetts consortium 
of public higher education institutions. On Wednesday, April 27, the College hosted 
its 4th Annual Environmental Fair, which involved students, staff, faculty, and the 
community. We invite you to visit  our web site at www.massasoit.mass.edu and 
click on Sustainable Massasoit to learn more.

Dr. Anthony Cortese, the co-founder and President of Second Nature,  
a nonprofit organization with a mission to develop the national capacity to 
make healthy, just, and sustainable action  
a foundation of all learning and practice  
in higher education, addresses Massasoit  
faculty and staff at this year’s  
Sustainability themed Convocation  
held on May 23, 2011 
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two-person brain trust- whose identity will forever remain confidential. 

Hold and practice a cautious, realistic optimism. Real knowledge and understanding 
through genuine education are always at the core of the best of who we are, including our 
prized and vital freedom of democracy. You always want to practice the art of perspective. 
What is it? It is knowledge, it is thinking, it is vision, it is experience or history, and it is 
patience and savvy when needed- all combined. Value the necessity of compromise within 
your public lives and private lives. Continue to develop your language and communication 
skills. There are no substitutes for these, even with the marvels of technology.  Listening, 
speaking, writing, and reading skills are the core of effective communication.

Engage in the political life of your community, your state, your nation. Yes! What’s the 
alternative in a democratic society? Yes! Engage in the political process as the stakes are 
high. There are issues decided daily which affect us intimately and ultimately. I could 
name a number, just one that’s under discussion today-called Medicare. Whatever your 
perspective on that, apply yourself to it, think about it, be part of the decision-making. 
Apathy is not allowed in a democratic society, in order to survive.

Benjamin Franklin of the 18th century, the quintessential American then and many 
say now, said it clearly in Philadelphia in 1787. He was in Philadelphia attending the 
Philadelphia Convention. He was 81 years old at the time. He was there because the United 
States was in real crisis. Its first formal form of government wasn’t working and they were 
there to devise something better. They ended writing the United States Constitution which 
was written in 1787 and is still in operation in 2011-with a “few amendments”. Franklin was 
asked a question by someone in Philadelphia; whether we were becoming a monarchy 
or a republic? Now today, we would say, are we heading  towards a dictatorship or are we 
keeping our democracy?” Franklin said, “A republic, if we can keep it.” And I urge you that 
the challenge of keeping it is all of our business day in and day out. 

Be a realistic, enlightened, proactive optimist. Be cautiously optimistic. An op-ed piece 
in the New York Times on May 14th by Tali Sharot addresses the opportunities and benefits 
of optimism. And she was actually thinking about commencement addresses. “But in an 
era of unemployment, financial meltdowns, political unrest and natural disasters, is this 
message of optimism helpful?” She concludes by and large, “Yes, it is”. And according 
to researchers, it does work. But, it needs to be of course an informed, active, realistic 
optimism. Of course, I would say to you graduates, what’s the alternative?

What ties this all together for you, and for all of us? What ties it all together is your 
education at Massasoit. That’s why we can be confident that we can be realistic optimists. 
Through your start here or your completion here, you are ready to face the future. One 
of my favorite quotes from the late congressman from Texas, Barbara Jordan stated, 
“For all its uncertainty, we cannot flee the future”. So, be optimistic, be grounded in your 
education, and further your education. Back to the words of Tali Sharot, “Believe you can 
fly with a parachute attached and you will soar like an eagle”. Class of 2011, live well and 
dream often. My personal congratulations and my appreciation to you for being part of the 
College and this family. I am proud of you!

 Sincerely,

 Dr. Charles Wall, President, Massasoit Community College

Greetings from the Massasoit Alumni Association

From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall, President of Massasoit Community College

Massasoit Baseball Coach Tom Frizzell is inducted into the NJCAA 
Baseball Association’s National Hall of Fame in May 2011.

The Massasoit Alumni Association hosted its annual reception 
for graduates after the rehearsal before Convocation.

Massasoit Foundation President Steve Murphy with Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles Tartaglia at the ceremony in honor of their generous 
donation in support of the Respiratory and Allied Health 
Students of Massasoit Community College.

Massasoit hosts the 2011 Environmental Fair in the Upper 
Lounge of the Student Center on the Brockton Campus.

As I do each year, here I will share with our 
alumni and friends and College Community 

my remarks to our graduates at our 44th 
Commencement Ceremony on June 3, 2011.

First of all, a little bit about you, the class of 2011. 
You are the largest graduating class in Massasoit 
history. 911 of you! You represent 94 different cities 
and towns in Massachusetts and, of course, many 
countries of origin and other states. You range in 
age from 18 to 74. Talk about diversity! We know 
you; we know your individual stories and your 
individual paths to getting here tonight. You can 
hear it in the voices of the speakers. 

A few words. Every year these words are mine. I 
spend several months tossing things around in my 
head. I don’t write much down until close to the 
end, but I think about a lot of things. As a historian 
I consult last year’s speech, and I consult with my 

Around  About At Massasoit Community College

Dear Alumni & Friends, I hope you enjoy the winter/spring 
sustainability issue of our Alumni and Friends newsletter,  

The Associate. As always, I look forward to your continued feedback 
concerning this edition and what you would like to read about in 
future publications. In keeping with going “green” please e-mail us at 
alumni@massasoit.mass.edu if you would like to receive this newsletter 
electronically.  Thank you! 
    Sincerely, 
 

   Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Hello To All! Welcome, I would like to invite you to the Alumni 
Association meetings which are held on the second Thursday of each 

month from September to June at 7:00 P.M. The meetings are held in the 
Student Center Conference Room, lower level of the Student Center, on 
the Brockton Campus. Thank you and I hope to see you at the next alumni 
meeting! 
  Sincerely, 
   
  

  Bonnie Blackler, President Massasoit Alumni Association

Commencement 2011

Massasoit Community College President, Dr. Charles Wall, addresses the record 911 graduates of the Class of 2011.

Massasoit Community College holds the 2011 Commencement ceremonies beneath an enormous tent in order to accommodate 
the huge number of graduates, family, and friends on a perfect, late spring evening.

Dr. Charles Wall and Trustee Pamerson Ifill award an Honorary 
Degree to former Massasoit President Gerard Burke.

Some of the 911 Massasoit graduates applaud the 
accomplishments of their fellow students.



Alumna Profile: Meet Alumna Donna Tone-Pah-Hote
Canton Campus Gets Greener as Employee and Alum Donna Tone-Pah-Hote Joins Sustainability Efforts

Sean Culpepper accepts for his late father, and former Women’s 
Soccer coach, Murrel “Skip” Culpepper during the 2011Athletics 
Hall of Fame induction on June 10th.

Professor Melaine Trecek-King 
Sustainable Landscaping Committee Chair

As a 2002 graduate of Massasoit Community College with a degree in Visual Arts, 
Donna Tone-Pah-Hote had a vision for her creative future and knew it involved staying 

connected to the College. That’s why she took a position in the business office and mail 
room, and later a part time position in the Academic Resource Center, becoming full time 
there in 2007. Donna knew she would get to use her hands-on and visual experiences in the 
ARC and she hasn’t looked back since.

In fact, Ms. Tone-Pah-Hote is a forward-looking person. As a 2006 featured honoree as 
the solo artist for Massasoit’s Art, Art, and More Art yearly alumni art exhibit, Donna’s works 
in photography, beadwork, and various mediums have been displayed on campus. These 
personal creative outlets are what shape her positive attitude and outlook on life.

Donna Tone-Pah-Hote’s artistic flair and creative touch is one of the reasons her 
supervisor, Mary Chappell, decided to tap into her talents by inviting her to get involved 
with a green project at the Canton Campus. There was an interest in designing and planting 
a perennial garden just outside the Canton ARC—a garden that was low maintenance and 
required little watering, both important aspects of sustainable gardening. Already a member 
of the Sustainability Committee on campus, Donna immediately accepted the challenge.  
According to Tone-Pah-Hote, “I got involved in the project because I like to be outdoors and 
work with nature. I also believe that we need to think about what we are doing with the 
earth and anything that we can do to save energy and limit pollution, I’m all for it.”

Ms. Tone-Pah-Hote’s affinity for Massasoit is what drives her to take the campus green. 
Since their first vision for a perennial garden outside the Canton ARC, Donna and Mary have 
been invited by Vice President of the Canton Campus, Nick Palantzas, to take on another 
garden project in the rear of the campus. After that they were asked to assist with the start-
up of the Sustainable Honor Garden partially funded by a $1000.00 gift from the graduating 
class of 2011. The Massasoit Community College Honor Garden at the Canton Campus will 
incorporate engraved stones surrounded by a magnolia tree and lush perennial gardens.

Her involvement in the green efforts are truly rewarding for Tone-Pah-Hote. She feels 
honored to have been invited to serve the College community in this way. According to 
Ms. Tone-Pah-Hote, “My days at Massasoit, both as a student and an employee have been a 

Save the Date 
for the 

Annual Fall Gala
to Benefit The United Student Fund

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2602, 2603Alumni Artist Arthur Richmond discussing his panoramic 
photography at his opening reception on April 28th.

Saturday, October 22, 2011  
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Call for more info: 508-588-9100, x2603

remarkable journey. Back in 1998, I woke up a 42 year old single, stay at home mother, 
and realized I needed to improve my work skills. I completed a certificate program to 
learn to type and acquire office skills, and became 
very interested in computers. Because I was always 
artistic, I decided to combine my artistic 
and computer skills and moved on to the 
Desktop Publishing Certificate program 
at Massasoit’s Brockton Campus, 
and then I moved into Visual Arts 
program in Canton. It seems like 
yesterday, but I hope it’s forever.”

When she isn’t working in the 
Academic Resource Center 
at the Canton Campus or 
planting a garden in 90 degree 
weather, Donna Tone-Pah-
Hote is spending time with her 
daughter and 4 year old twin 
granddaughters, or restoring her 
’69 Mustang.

Staff Profile: Melanie Trecek-King
Sustainability Task Force Committee Putting Down Roots at Massasoit 
Faculty Member Melanie Trecek-King leads growing efforts at Brockton Campus

Nestled in a spot surrounded by several busy Brockton streets is Massasoit’s Brockton Campus. On approach, one is 
witness to several buildings housing classrooms and the School’s administrative offices, as well as an expanse of 

parking lots. Upon closer review, the campus is also home to a 35,000 square foot wildflower garden alongside two “no 
mow” lawn areas.  And that’s just the beginning of what’s growing at Massasoit.

Enter Melanie Trecek-King, Plant Ecologist and faculty member in Massasoit’s Science and Math Division. As a member 
of the College’s Sustainability Task Force Committee, Ms. Trecek-King has also been infusing her thirst for natural eco 
systems into her classrooms, and for the past five semesters has presented her classes with a project where they have been 
challenged to remove invasive species or lawn on campus and replace them with plants native to the region.  Her students’ 
efforts and those of the Sustainability Task Force are to reduce the carbon footprint on campus. According to Trecek-King, 
“Our goal with the no mow area was to reduce the amount of gas powered machines which cause air pollution and eliminate 
the watering and fertilization required to grow a manicured lawn. And the wildflower area will also add to reduction in the 
carbon footprint as it does not require weeding or watering, and only occasionally requires mowing. It will take 3-5 years for the 
wildflowers to reach maturity but we believe in the long run it is a sustainability project worth the wait.”

This past year, Melanie Trecek-King’s students removed invasive species from various areas on campus, cleaned up litter in the 
brook, and contributed to the planting of over 40 species, which included planting over two dozen native trees, shrubs, and vines. 
This Spring a perennial edible garden has been planted, which includes fruit trees and bushes, herbaceous perennials, and self-
seeding annuals. In addition to contributing to sustainability, the plantings also add a touch of peacefulness and beauty on 
campus.

Melanie Trecek-King grew up in Iowa and got her career launched in the field of prairie management.  It was this work 
on the prairies that fostered her love of nature and got her interested in how humans impact nature. Ms. Trecek-King has 
been with Massasoit for three years and enjoys her work in the classroom and the field. She also enjoys her personal 
sustainability project at her home in Hingham, MA, where her manicured yard is getting smaller, and her “no mow” and 
wildlife areas are expanding all the time.

Please help us to continue to provide the best 
education possible by considering a donation 
now. Every contribution, no matter how big  
or small, makes a difference. Visit us online at 

www.massasoit.mass.edu 
and click on the link for Alumni & Friends

- Thank you!

You Can Make a Difference

Donna Tone-Pah-Hote at her 
2006 Alumni Art Exhibit
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3rd Annual Arts Festival

The 11th Annual Students Juried Show was a main feature at 
the Arts Festival. This still life took “best of show” honors.

Visitors browsed and shopped dozens of fine arts crafters, 
photographers, and artisans both indoors and out.

The Platinum Title Sponsor Team from Gaucher Associates with the College President, (L-R), Kevin Callanan, Michael Bennett,  
Dr. Charles Wall, Bob Anzalone, Dick Gaucher and Paul Gaucher on the green for a photo.

Enthusiastic golfers head out onto the course after enjoying  
a delicious  barbecue luncheon.

12th Annual Golf Tournament
On, Monday, May 23, 2011, The 12th Annual Massasoit Community College Foundation Golf Classic was held at the Thorny Lea Golf 
Club with Gaucher Associates as The Platinum Title Sponsor. Money raised helps the Massasoit Foundation assist the college in its 
mission.  A special thank you to all the players, sponsors, attendees, and volunteers.

A lively auction of one-of-a-kind, hand-made birdhouses to 
benefit the Visual Arts Department.

More than 75 works from local artists and photographers were 
featured under the tent for the Open Juried Show.

Spectators watched Professor Bob Priest during the Giant 
Steam Roller Printmaking Demonstration.

Student Kelli Jarasitis and Professor Linda Dunn reveal the 
Giant Steam Roller print.

Volunteers Roberta Noodell and Michelle Hughes proudly 
displaying their hole-sponsor sign.

Foundation President Steve Murphy sizes up a putt on the 9th 
green at Thorny Lea.

The winning foursome with Dr. Wall, (L-R) Brian Blanchard, Dr. 
Charles Wall, Al Sousa, Ray Larrabee, Jason Clary.

On, Sunday, May 22, 2011, The 3rd Annual Massasoit Community College Arts Festival was held at the Canton Campus. The exhibits, 
demonstrations, and benefit auction drew in hundreds from the local community and beyond.


