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From the Desk of the President, Dr. Charles Wall
Special thanks to Professor Ann Eisele of the Nursing Faculty and to Dean Anne Scalzo-
McNeil and Vice President Barbara Finkelstein for their work on this.
 Growth is measured primarily in creating opportunities for our students.  Two 
current examples of this are our Phi Theta Kappa Chapter and our new Presidential 
Ambassador Program.  In April, five of our Phi Theta Kappa students and their advisors, 
Charles Mastrangelo and James Blandino, will attend the international convention in 
Philadelphia which is being held this year in conjunction with the national American 
Association of Community Colleges.  We are thankful for the funding of four of the 
students by the Massasoit Community College Foundation, which allowed us to have 
this great representation and continue the leadership our Alpha Kappa Upsilon Chapter 
has shown.  
 The Presidential Ambassadors will present the face of Massasoit to the college and 
community by serving as campus tour guides, visiting high schools, representing the 
college at public events off-campus, and caring for visiting dignitaries.  The inaugural 
class of ambassadors, having  survived the interview process, undergone training, 
and been fitted for blazers and shirts, includes Peter Bertelli (Middleboro), E. Tyler 
Bullock (Swansea), Samantha Chin (Randolph), Shannon Dauwer (Plymouth), Cindy 
Landreville (Whitman), Nicole LoPorto (Abington), Rosa Morgan (Randolph), Maryann 
Russell (Brockton), Maria Tavares (Brockton), and Janis Williams (Brockton).  I will be 
formally greeting the Ambassadors at a breakfast meeting on March 11th.
 Thanks for joining us for this 4th edition of The Associate.  Please pass on the good 
word about Massasoit to at least one person who could benefit from the opportunities 
we afford. For our next issue, I will again share excerpts from my speech at our 41st 
Commencement.

Welcome to our 4th issue of The Associate!  I am so 
pleased that we are now into our 4th number of 
The Associate, telling the marvelous stories of our 

students, alumni, faculty, staff and friends.  Your feedback has 
been wonderful and has both encouraged and energized us to 
continue to engage all of you with these Massasoit stories 
of dedication, achievement, and contributions as well as our 
own planning for the future.
     In our first edition in 2006, I made mention of the 
College’s need to grow both in physical and programmatic 
capacities.  I have positive developments to report.  The 

Massachusetts Legislature is currently considering Governor Patrick’s proposed Higher 
Education Capital Bond Bill which contains the following language:  “…that not less 
than $27,399,607 shall be expended for improvements to the campus, including, but not 
limited to, a new Allied Health and Science building at MCC.”  If enacted and funded, 
these monies would support the first new construction at Massasoit since the Brockton 
Campus was completed in the 1970’s.  The College needs new and expanded science 
labs, other instructional space, and student support space as our enrollment continues to 
set all time record levels.
 Beyond plans for physical expansion, we continue to plan for expansion of our high 
demand programs, particularly in health care.  Recently the Board of Trustees approved 
a new part-time evening Associate Degree in Nursing leading to R.N. Licensure.  
Accordingly, that will add 26 highly qualified students; this program now joins our other 
evening RN program, the LPN to RN program, which has now enrolled its 3rd class.  

News from the Office of Development and Alumni Relations

Dear Alumni and Friends, I hope you will continue to 
enjoy the Winter/Spring edition of our newsletter, 
The Associate, featuring pictures highlighting our 

delicious culinary arts program’s Thursday Luncheon, the 
visually stimulating Art, Art, & more Art alumni exhibition 
series, the interactive One Book, One College program, 
and more. I appreciate all of your positive feedback and 
suggestions. I look forward to receiving comments on this 
edition and also on what you would like to read about in 
future publications.
        Please check our web site for all the exciting events coming 

up on both campuses.  On the Canton Campus, the Art, Art, & more Art Exhibition series 
featuring Petra Seibertova ’02 and Megan Griffin ’07 is on display through the summer 
and in the Akillian Gallery, the works of many talented community artists are featured.  
On the Brockton Campus, The Buckley Performing Arts Center features a variety of 
shows appealing to all age groups and the Culinary Arts Thursday Luncheon program is 
in full swing. Please see the accompanying articles in this edition for further details.
 We continue to receive annual fund donations to assist many areas of the college 

including the following: the Shaw’s Modern Language Laboratory, anticipated to 
open in the fall of 2008; the United Student Fund, to help eligible students with text 
books and health insurance; and many other areas of need.   Students and community 
members have benefited from these efforts and will continue to do so with your help.  All 
donations are appreciated.   For further information, please visit our web site home page,  
www.massasoit.mass.edu and click on Alumni and Friends or call us at  
508.588.9100, x 2602, 2603.  
 Our alumni are indeed the foundation of our Massasoit Community College family.  
We sincerely appreciate your input and we would like you to stay involved with us.  
Please contact me with any stories or updates.  We would love to hear from you!  Also, 
we are looking for your help building the Massasoit Community College Archive.  If 
you have any material related to Massasoit’s history, please contact Mary Nelson at  
508-588-9100, ext. 1943.
 Again, please enjoy The Associate.  I will be waiting to hear from you!
Sincerely,
Sheryl Savage
Executive Director for College Advancement

Alumnus Profile: Bruce Hughes

Bruce Hughes graduated from Massasoit Community 
College in 1974 with a major in Liberal Arts, from 
the University of Massachusetts at Boston with a 

political science degree in 1977, and from Bridgewater 
State College with a Master of Public Administration 
degree in 2007. In December 2007 Bruce was awarded the 
Economic Development Professional (EDP) designation 
by the Northeastern Economic Developers Association. He 
serves as Economic Development Specialist/Community 
Development Planner with the Old Colony Planning Council, 
a regional planning agency that serves fifteen communities 

from Brockton to Plymouth. Bruce oversees economic development programs for the 
agency and also works on community development and transportation planning. 
 Bruce has been an elected member of the Town of Abington Planning Board since 
1998, serves as Secretary to the Massachusetts Economic Development Council, is 
Chair of the Advisory Board and a member of the Board of Directors of Citizen Planner 
Training Collaborative, and is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Northeastern Economic Developers Association. Bruce lives 
with his wife Cathy in Abington, where he sings in the senior choir 
of the United Church of Christ. We talked with Bruce about how 
Massasoit helped him reach his goals.

Why did you choose Massasoit?
I couldn’t afford expensive schools and I needed to attend a school 
that was affordable and where I could attend classes and be able to 
work full-time. I was able to do that at Massasoit.

Massasoit fit into your career plans?
Yes. In college I read the The Power Broker, a book about  
Robert Moses by Robert Caro, which got me interested in a career in planning and public 
service. After I graduated from Massasoit I was able to transfer to UMass/Boston. In my 
senior year at UMB I did an internship in planning at Old Colony Planning Council. 
This internship set me on my career path.

Were there any teachers you remember who helped you along the way?
At Massasoit, Professor Leighton Shields taught Introduction to Political Science and 
History of Western Civilization, wrote me a reference letter to UMass, and encouraged 
me to go into public service and on to graduate school. I finally did go to graduate 
school, getting my Masters degree in Public 
Administration (MPA) from Bridgewater State 
College in May, 2007. Professor Shields was 
a great teacher. I remember him introducing 
me to the satirical songs of Tom Lehrer. I 
had lunch with him after I was awarded my 
MPA. I’m glad he’s still teaching at Massasoit.  
 Two other teachers at Massasoit who had 
a positive impact were the Fitzgerald brothers, 
math teachers who showed me quick calculation tricks I still use. At Bridgewater State, 
in graduate school, Dr. Victor DeSantis, founder of the Bridgewater State MPA program, 
Dr. Wendy Haynes, head of the BSC MPA program and my graduate school advisor and 
Dr. Deniz Leuenberger were great teachers.    

So you’ve stayed pretty much on the planning path since you left school.
I worked for Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc. and Edwards and Kelcey Inc., 
engineering and planning firms, before coming to Old Colony. I started out doing 
data collection and worked my way up. Accurate data collection is very important 
to planning projects. I still do data collection as part of projects now.
       Along the way I had some great mentors, particularly Daniel Crane. Dan was 
Executive Director at Old Colony Planning Council for 29 years. He supervised 
my internship and hired me at Old Colony in 1990. Retired from Old Colony, he 
serves as Town Planner for the Town of Abington. I have learned a lot from Dan. 
Dan is a great public servant.
         Massasoit got me started. It was the first step on my career path, but I remember 
Dr. Victor DeSantis, one of my graduate school professors at Bridgewater State, 
saying I am a good example of a lifetime learner. It was nice of Dr. DeSantis 

to say that. I believe your education should never stop. I’ve taken many professional 
classes over the years but my educational foundation was my state school education. My 
education has allowed me to have a job and career that is challenging, interesting and 
enjoyable. I’ve also tried to give back to my community and my profession. Thank you 
Massasoit for helping me get there. 

Bruce and his wife Cathy at 
Island Grove Abington

“Massasoit got me 
started. It was the 
first step on my 
career path.”

The Alumni Association 

Hello To All! My name is Bonnie Blackler.  I am 
President of the Massasoit Community College 
Alumni Association, Class of 1992. The Association 

meets on the second Thursday of each month from September 
to June at 7:00 P.M. The meetings are held in the Student Center 
Conference Room in the lower level of the Student Center 
on the Brockton Campus.  Please feel free to contact me at  
alumni@massasoit.mass.edu. 
 The Association’s goal is to continually raise money 
for student scholarships, build working relationships with 

the many valuable organizations at Massasoit and to develop awareness for the alumni 
throughout the college.  Please come join us and have fun working on events and putting 
together a joyous reception for our graduating class of 2008!  We welcome any new 
ideas. Any students with at least 24 credits and all graduates are encouraged to become 
part of our Association. 
 To me, serving as President of the Massasoit Community College Alumni Association 
is a great Honor!  During my years as a student, Massasoit gave me so much and it is with 
great pleasure I now return some of those gifts as President of the Association.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Blackler
President, Alumni Association



For over twenty years, Massasoit Community College’s 
Culinary Arts Program has prepared students for careers 
in food service. Half of the students enter the workforce 

after earning their degrees, and the rest go on to four-year 
schools such as Johnson & Wales and The Culinary Institute of 
Vermont. This is a professional training program, and students 
follow a rigorous core curriculum that includes a required 
internship. A central component of the program is the Thursday 
Luncheon, where students create a three-course menu in a real 
world guided class in food preparation and restaurant service. 
The clientele is the college community, and Professors Jeanne 
Curtis, Anthony Giuffre and David Portesi and Instructor Paul 

Weeden oversee students as they put their classroom knowledge on the table. And the 
reviews? According to Dean Pat Getch, the sixty-seat room is always full, and it books 
up fast.
 A food service internship is a requirement for the Culinary Arts degree, and Thursday 
Table Service is an important prep for the students. Dean Getch finds it “wonderful to 
see the program grow. . . . It’s a tribute to the quality of the staff and the students.” Pat 
has one problem: finding room to expand the seating. Like any successful restaurant, 
Thursdays at MCC is turning away customers. But when you are training the food service 
professionals of the future, that problem proves that you are doing your job.

The Associate is a newsletter for alumni 
and friends of Massasoit Community 
College. It is published two times a year 
by the Development and Alumni Relations 
Office.
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Thursday Luncheon Program Prepares Culinary Arts Students  
for The Real World

Professor Anthony Giuffre

Students selling their holiday  
gingerbread houses.

A display of desserts prepared by  
the Culinary Arts students.

(L to R) Dean Pat Getch and Professor Giuffre 
discussing the luncheon.

Instructor Paul Weeden teaching culinary  
expertise to several Culinary Art students.

The Art, Art, & More Art exhibition was 
implemented by the Department of 
Development and Alumni Relations, in 

the spring of 2005, to acknowledge the artistic 
achievements of Massasoit Community College 
alumni. Visitors to the Canton Campus of the 
college can always find a display from the 
ongoing “Reception Series” in the Development 
and Alumni Office as well as the corridor directly 
adjacent.
      Since November 2007, the Development 

and Alumni Office has showcased the work of two talented Massasoit Community 
College alumnae, Petra Seibertova and Megan Griffin. The work of Petra Seibertova ’02 
covers the last seven years, since she first arrived in the US from her home in the Czech 
Republic. With drawings, prints, jewelry, and more recently, metalwork and sculpture, 
Petra’s work shows an artist growing and stretching. Petra is a fulltime artist, exhibiting 
her works at her studio in Waltham, and at fairs and festivals. She started her career in 
her homeland as a teen, and arrived here not speaking English. “Massasoit gave me the 
gift of speech,” and helped launch her career in the United States.
 Megan Griffin ’07 is still building her career, but like Petra she acknowledges 
Massasoit’s “life-altering” impact. Megan’s display pieces include water colors, pastels, 
and work in clay, stone and metal. She plans to work more in sculpture in the coming 
year, at Bridgewater State College, where she is enrolled in a four-year program. 
 Petra and Megan, one launched and the other just taking off, epitomize the Massasoit 
art program, providing that needed first step for artists to gain the skills and confidence 
to move out into the larger community. Their work speaks for itself, but it also speaks 
for a challenging and nurturing environment. Please visit the ongoing exhibition in the 
Alumni and Development offices at the Canton Campus, and see for yourself.

Art, Art, and More Art Continuing Series Showcases Alumnae Artists

Megan Griffin standing next to her clay  
model of a ram’s head entitled Aries.

(L to R) Sheryl Savage, Dr. Charles Wall and Artist Union Club volunteers, Clyde Pierre,  
Eden Gibbs and David Powell.

(R to L) Petra Seibertova discussing her original 
design bracelet with two of her former instructors, 
Professors Robert Priest and Linda Dunn.

Attendees listening to the two featured artists discuss their work and experiences at the college.

Professor Giuffre overseeing student  
display of entree.

Attendees enjoying the array of food.

(L to R) Artist Megan Griffin ‘07, Sheryl 
Savage, Alumni & Development, and 
Artist Petra Seibertova ‘02 wearing her 
necklace design

Centerpiece for the reception provided by  
Ruth Griffin, Megan’s mother.



At its annual conference this fall, The American 
Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges 
named Professor Lois Martin the first New England 

winner of the AMATYC Teaching Excellence Award. 
Professor Martin, one of just eight national winners, was 
praised for her role in building the math program at her school. 
For her part, Professor Martin admitted being “humbled to be 
in the company I was in…. There were some big names in 
math education.”
     Professor Martin didn’t start out as a big name, or as an 
innovative math teacher, but it didn’t take her long to find 

her mission. “Challenges… Fun… Community.” These words pop up frequently when 
Professor Lois Martin discusses her career as a math teacher. But it wasn’t that way at the 
start. Prof. Martin began her career teaching high school math in Texas and spent a lot of 
time dealing with such numbers like jean and skirt length. That wasn’t her kind of math. 
“I didn’t like the need for discipline.” A change of scenery back to Massachusetts solved 
her problem. After two years teaching in a Massachusetts 
high school and some stay-at-home years raising her 
children, an opportunity at Massasoit Community College 
“fell in her lap,” and she fell in love with teaching math. 
Lois Martin immediately made her commitment to her math 
career by enrolling at Bridgewater State College to gain her 
M.A.T. in math, and she has never looked back. 
 Professor Martin doesn’t play favorites—algebra, 
statistics, technical math, calculus… The fun comes from 
presenting what she loves to all levels of students. She 
thrives on challenges and new opportunities; for example, 
she has recently taught a hybrid online course. Online 
asynchronous learning has become popular in the busy 
technology-driven world, and trying something new was 
the draw. Online education may be the wave of the future, 
but there is one way that Professor Martin remains a traditionalist. “I prefer face-to-face 
learning, seeing the reactions, reading the faces.” The overriding element in her teaching 
equation remains the classroom dynamic. 

The Math Program in Context
For Prof. Martin, the numbers are part of the equation, but people are the driving force. 
She works to engage her class, and she remains engaged with the college community 
as well. For example, the Math department, and Professor Martin herself, have always 

Staff Profile: Lois Martin
Professor of Mathematics

Upcoming Events You Do Not Want To Miss!

been willing partners in college 
governance. She served as president 
of the academic senate three times in 
the 1990’s, and chaired the Massasoit 
self-study committee on organization 
and governance. “Everyone on the 
faculty works well together… when 
we need to, we jell.”

The Math Team:  
Promoting the Program
Professor Martin’s role as advisor 
to the math team is another area 
where her love for math and commitment to collaboration show themselves. Since the 
Massasoit Math Team began competing regionally in 1996 (and finishing last), Professor 
Martin has coached the team to Patriot-level excellence (Northeast Regional first place 

finishes in 2004, 2005 and 2007). Coaching the team is fun, 
and provides incentive and recognition to Massasoit’s math 
students. “The Math Team made it OK to be good in math.” 

Keeping Math Fresh in the Classroom 
Nearly a dozen years ago, Professor Martin co-authored a 
successful National Science Foundation grant that funded 
introduction of graphing calculators to the mathematics 
curriculum, and she was recently instrumental in introducing 
use of a Tablet PC for teaching mathematics. The Tablet PC 
is a computer that enables teachers to write and project on 
a classroom screen the numbers and symbols they used to 
write on (and erase from) the board. Successive screens 
can be saved, reviewed, and stored, greatly enhancing the 
dynamics of teaching formulas, solutions and graphs. 

    The nomination papers for Professor Martin’s AMATYC award noted how she 
“has been a moving force for curriculum change; …she was instrumental in creating 
several important variations in her college’s developmental math curriculum and has 
incorporated symbolic algebra systems into her college’s calculus curriculum.” This 
highlights her achievements in the context of a math award. Her entire career highlights 
her open minded drive to promote and integrate what she loves to the entire college 
community. That openness and commitment to students, colleagues and community are 
what makes a great teacher and creates a legacy.

Radio/TV Classics Live!

“Professor Martin is a 26 year employee 
of Massasoit Community College and 
an excellent example of the caring and 
dedicated faculty who teach here.  It is 
obvious from all who deal with Lois that 
she is the consummate professional, but she 
goes beyond that with her caring nature for 
her students and colleagues.  We are indeed 
fortunate to have her as a member of the 
Massasoit Community.”
~Dr. Charles Wall, President

Radio/TV Classics Live! will be presenting 
their annual production on Saturday,  
May 3rd at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 4th 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Buckley Performing 
Arts Center. Saturday’s performance 
will be a tribute to WBZ Radio and will 
include Jordan Rich, Gil Santos and others.  
Sunday’s show will be a Salute to Peg Lynch. 
For further information visit our website or call 
508-588-9100 x1234.

With 509 wins over a twenty-one year coaching 
career (eighteen as head coach), Tom Frizzell is 
accustomed to success, but three awards in one 

year is an accomplishment even for him. For 2007, Tom 
was named the National Junior College Athletic Association 
Division III New England and Region H Coach of the Year, 
and added the Diamond Sports American Baseball Coaches 
Association Division III award as well. Tom’s coaching is 
about more than just wins, as over 75% of his players go on 
to four-year schools. Tom has wanted to teach since he was a 
teenager, and started his career at MCC as a student in 1969, 

going on to earn his B.S. at Bridgewater State and returning to MCC as an instructor in 
1978. He’s now a Professor of Management, and teaching baseball is an extension of 
what he does in the classroom. For his players, 
“baseball is the carrot” that drives their education 
goals. Some of his alumni are coaches, and some 
have used sports to further their education to reach 
their professional goals. Some of the gifted ones 
have gone on to professional baseball. Tom is 
proud of the “scholar athletes” who represent the 
school. Athletic Director Nick Palantzas sums up 
Tom’s impact as coach: “Tom is very prominent 
on the development of the student-athletes on and off the field. His winning percentage 
and his transfer rate are both over 70%. Tom and his program are excellent ambassadors 
for the college as well as the athletic department.” 

Baseball Coach Tom Frizzell Earns  
Three “Coach of the Year” Awards

On December 5, 2007 a Donor Recognition Breakfast was held  at the Massasoit 
Conference Center to thank companies and individuals for their generous contributions 
to the college at the 8th Annual MCC Foundation Golf Tournament and the 40th 
Anniversary Gala Celebration. Among them was Shaw’s Supermarket who received a 
plaque thanking them for their $50,000 donation given to the college during our Gala 
Celebration.

Donor Recognition Breakfast

“Tom and his  
program are excellent 

ambassadors for  
the college.”

Massasoit Math Team 2006-07
Back: Christopher Mwai, Thomas Wohlers, Eugenio Tenorio, Billy 
Mason; Middle: Sheryn Wolfenbarer, Shayne Desatnick, Professor 
Lois Martin, Ritu Dalia; Front: Jesse Berglund, Tom Finegan, 
Mark Bosse

Andrew 
Mendoza

Jonathan 
Mendoza

 
W.B. Mason/Massasoit Community College

Foundation Golf Classic

Monday, June 2, 2008
Thorny Lea Golf Club
  Tee Time at 1:00 p.m.

For further information on golfing or 
sponsorship opportunities, please contact:
Marilyn Burke @ 508-588-9100, x2602; 

mburke@massasoit.mass.edu or visit our website:

www.massasoit.mass.edu

Charles Tartaglia, MCC Board of Trustee member, 
Mayor James Harrington and Steven Murphy, 
MCC Foundation Board Secretary engaged in 
discussions at the breakfast.

(L to R) Brenda Hunter, District Manager for 
Shaw’s Southern Massachusetts District,  
Sean McPartlin, Shaw’s East Side Store 
Manager, President Charles Wall and Sheryl 
Savage, Executive Director for College  
Advancement.

Jordan Rich, WBZ 1030 AM radio personality, 
performing on opening night at past show.

Alumni team soccer players at their match, with team members from the 70’s to the present:
Kneeling (L to R) Nick Palantzas, Jim Barrows, Aleks Markovic, Nolan Napier, Edson Dos Santos,  
Raul Batista, Hassan Abdi, John Canuto, Angelo Alves, Damian Craig, Rui Dos Santos.  
Standing (L to R) Jose Gonsalves, Paul Ferreira, Rui Ribeiro, Henry Opoku, Eric Estrela, Rui Estrela, 
Curtis Sherman, Barry Kaye, Derek King.

Fall 2007 Alumni Soccer Team



Yes, you can make a difference.
Go to www.massasoit.mass.edu, or call 508-588-9100 ext. 2602

Thank you!
Providing today’s education for tomorrow’s success.

Brockton: One Massasoit Blvd., 02302 Canton: 900 Randolph St., 02021

To our alumni, staff, faculty, and friends; your donations have
helped the college to better serve our students and the
community. The Shaw’s Language Lab,The United Student
Fund, and Student Scholarships are some of the areas that
have benefited from your generosity.

The Annual Fund continues to be our lifeline.There re-
mains much to accomplish. Please help in our mission by
making a gift today. Every contribution, of any size, makes
a difference. You Can Make a Difference!

Please visit us on-line at www.massasoit.mass.edu and click
onAlumni & Friends or call 508-588-9100, extension 2602
for further information.

One Book, One College,” Massasoit Community College’s 
version of the popular “One Book” program, started in 
the fall of 2006 with Erik Larson’s The Devil in the White 

City, a brilliant recreation of a serial killer’s stalking of the 1898 
Chicago World’s Fair. Introduced by Librarian Jennifer Rudolph, 
the program designates a book for the community, students, staff 
and faculty to read and enjoy together, with discussion groups, 
lectures and field trips all designed to create a non-threatening open 
atmosphere to share ideas and insights. The next two selections, 
chosen by the community, were A Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time, by Nicholas Haddon, a detective story with 

“One Book” Program Energizes 
the Massasoit Community

an autistic teenager as sleuth, 
and Mayflower, by Nathaniel 
Philbrick, a history of early 
Massachusetts that uncovers 
the surprising and bloody story 
few of us know about our very 
region. In each case, a variety 
of events, from a field trip to 
Boston’s Emerald Necklace and 
seventeenth century battle sites 
to lectures on autism and serial 
killers, helped the community 
to view these challenging 
works from many perspectives. 
Jennifer also reports increased 
use of the library’s resources. The next selection, yet to be chosen, 
is for spring 2008. Don’t miss the opportunity to join in.

Faculty members, Prof. Donna Holden, Dr. David Hirschy,  
Prof. Ken Sutcliffe and Prof. Charles Mastrangelo discuss  
and debate their views of “Mayflower”.

Librarian Jennifer Rudolph holding 
one of the selected books  
“A Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night Time”.

As part of the event, Annawon Weeden of the Wampanoag  
Tribe teaches a cultural dance to Canton Campus students  
and staff at the Native American Day Celebration.

“


