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40th Commencement Exercise, June 1, 2007

highlight of the 40th Anniversary celebration at Massasoit Community College was the  
acceptance of a $50,000 check from shaw’s supermarkets Inc., of West Bridgewater.  

the donation initiates the construction of the shaw’s Modern Language Laboratory that  
will house 35 work stations. Accepting this donation were (L-R): sheryl savage,  

executive director for College Advancement, President Charles Wall, edward Matta,  
MCC Foundation Chair, William Crawford, Coordinator of Major Gifts for the Gala Committee,  

and Cindy Garnett, Vice President of human Resources for shaw’s supermarkets
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Dr. Charles Wall congratulates  
Gregory Gendreau, 2007 Presidential Scholar

(L-R) Honoree Ellen Musselman and Honoree Jack Conway. 
Reverend Lehlohonolo H. Montjane, MCC Vice President for 
Faculty and Instruction Barbara Finkelstein, Trustee  
David Phillips

A nursing graduate shows her 
school spirit

Tara DeSisto, President of 
Student Senate

Graduating Massasoit Community College students

Students listening to  
commencement speakers

Professor Kenneth Anania, 
alumnus Class of 1968, giving 
the address



From the Desk of Dr. Charles Wall,  
President of Massasoit Community College

1. Be knowledgeable about the vital issues of the day – is there another choice?
2. Cherish our freedom as Americans under the Constitution and in our hearts as 
citizens of our democracy.
3. Be vigilant about attacks to our freedom; read some Barbara Jordan. Engage in the 
political process!
4. Remember that the public purposes of Government – Federal/State/Local are 
important and can be noble, and must be made to work by and for us. Read some Abraham 
Lincoln.
5. And yes, smell the lilacs every spring.  

Back to Cullen Murphy’s Are We Rome?:
 Roman Historian Titus Linius concluded that what makes a society strong is the 
well-being of its people –  “ ‘An empire remains powerful so long as its subjects rejoice 
in it.’ ”
 We have confidence in you, the Massasoit Class of 2007!  Go forth, do yourselves, 
your families, your communities, your state, your nation, and yes, the world proud!” 

For this year’s Commencement, I spoke on the 
subject of optimism. I want to share some of my 
words with our Alumni and Friends in this special 

edition of The Associate. I hope that this issue brings our 
Alumni “back” to their Massasoit graduations and our 
friends back to their’s.
	 And, by-the-way: Congratulations on being 
Massasoit Alumni!
Excerpts from Dr. Wall’s commencement address:	
“I am prompted to urge you to be optimistic perhaps 
surprisingly, and with some irony, from my reading the 
new book by Cullen Murphy, Are We Rome? (The Fall 
of an Empire and the Fate of America.) And, I come to 

this as an educator and historian.
 I urge on you not a “naïve or innocent” optimism, but an enlightened and engaged 
optimism. I urge an optimism tempered with an alert and critical awareness of the world 
around us. So, for this optimism:

News from the Office of Development and Alumni Relations

Dear Alumni and Friends, I am hopeful you will 
enjoy this special summer edition of our Alumni 
and Friends newsletter, The Associate, featuring 

pictures highlighting our three recent events, our 40th 
Commencement, our 40th Anniversary Gala, and our 8th 
Annual MCC Foundation Golf Tournament. As always, I 
look forward to your continued feedback concerning this 
edition and what you would like to read about in future 
publications.
 I am pleased to inform you that our wonderful Gala, 
on June 9, 2007, celebrating 40 years of service to the 
community was a great success with close to 250 people 
in attendance. The evening was fun for all with lots of 

reminiscing about the past 4 decades, fabulous entertainment, delicious food, as well 
as recognition of special people. All proceeds will be used to establish a Language Lab 
at the college anticipated to open in the fall of 2008. We are especially appreciative to 
Shaw’s Supermarket for their generous donation of $50,000 for the naming rights of the 
Language Lab. Many students and community members will benefit from these efforts.
 We are moving forward in many other areas as well. Our 2007 fiscal year annual 
appeal has raised close to $17,000 from 185 alumni and friends. Some of these valued 

gifts were restricted to the United Student Fund which has helped 50 eligible students, 
since its inception two years ago, with books and health insurance to allow them to stay 
in school. Every dollar raised is crucial to the college’s ability to serve the community.  
We warmly welcome your support! For further information, please visit our web site 
home page and click on Development and Alumni Relations or call us at 508.588.9100, 
x 2602, 2603. We appreciate your help.  
 As part of our “Art, Art, & More Art” Series, we are planning another opening in 
the Fall of 2007 on our Canton Campus featuring an alumni artist to be determined. 
Currently, we have Donna Tone-Pah-Hote on display through September 2007. Much 
of Donna’s work reflects her love of Native American Culture and the American West. 
Please see the Upcoming Event section in this newsletter to view some of her work. 
Also, please visit our website, www.massasoit.mass.edu for information on a Fall exhibit 
to be announced.
 Our alumni are indeed the foundation of our Massasoit Community College family.  
We sincerely appreciate your input and we would like you to stay involved with us.  
Please email, call, or write to me with any stories or updates, as we would love to hear 
from you. We will continue featuring alumni and friends in future newsletters.
 Again, please enjoy The Associate. I will be waiting to hear from you!

Sincerely,
Sheryl Savage, Executive Director for College Advancement

Alumna Profile: Heather Hughes

Heather Hughes graduated from Massasoit Community 
College as a Liberal Arts Major in 1991, and from 
the Teacher Certification Program at UMass-Boston 

as an English Major in 1994. Currently, she is a sixth grade 
science teacher in Hull. Along with teaching, she is overseeing 
and developing a Marine Environmental Studies Program for 
the town of Hull, a K through 12 curriculum program that 
integrates environmentally-based study units into each year’s 
curriculum. Her goal is to promote and implement a similar 
plan for the entire South Shore. Heather shares the story of 
her arrival at this point from her days at Massasoit. 

 The Associate recently spoke to Heather about the role Massasoit played in her 
journey.

Why did you choose Massasoit Community College?
Well, in high school, I loved socializing but not education. I didn’t 
do too well. Still I wanted to go away to college, but my parents 
advised me to stay at home in a smaller venue. So, still kicking and 
screaming, I wound up at my first class at 8:30 Monday morning 
with Dr. Yesu, and she turned my life around. She taught us 
things that I had never known… about organization, study habits, 
committing yourself to a goal and achieving it. Why hadn’t anyone 
shown me this before, I wondered. It all worked, and I graduated 
Magna cum Laude, with a passionate love of education. I decided 
to bring what I had learned to younger children.

Did you learn anything outside the classroom?
I learned from the whole experience. You got to know your 
teachers and fellow students as part of a small community where 
everyone was passionate about what they were doing.

From there you went to UMass-Boston.
I loved my English courses at Massasoit, so I majored in English at UMass. I wasn’t sure 
about a career and English seemed like a gateway. I also was in the Teacher Certification 
Program, and did my student teaching in the fifth grade at the Condon School in South 
Boston. One day I looked out the window at Dorchester Bay and wondered “why not use 
the environment, this beautiful harbor, to help teach my students?” I asked my advisor 
Professor Sullivan for some help and he suggested that I contact Mike Borak at the 
Enviro Lab at UMASS Boston. They offered us a free trip around the harbor on their 
boat. The students were delighted… I got more parent volunteers than I needed. It was 
the most amazing experience being on that boat with those kids, and that’s where I found 
my passion for marine science. I worked part-time at the Aquarium during my early 
years as a teacher and then my sister and brother-in-law made an offer: sail around the 
world with them on a schooner. They offered to match my lost teaching salary and pay 
for me to go to Captain’s school in Stuart, Florida.

So you left Massachusetts behind?
I didn’t leave teaching. I designed a program for the elementary students from Marshfield, 
where I was currently teaching, to follow my trip. I sent postcards and artifacts back 
to each school librarian so students could 
follow my progress down the coast to Florida. 
The principal of my school even read Toot and 
Puddle, a children’s story that paralleled mine, 
to the students.
     We never got around the world, but I was 
hooked. I wound up in Ohio for a while, but had 
to get back to the water. I came back in 2003, and 
read an article in The Boston Globe about “Sixth 
Grade Science in Hull,” and knew that that was 
where I had to be. I campaigned for that job, and got it. I reconnected with the Aquarium, 
captained and crewed their boat, and captained a Duck Boat for Boston tours. I even got 
my MAT from Cambridge College.

You’re still in Hull?
I’m in my fifth year. I arrived at Massasoit without a clue, and Massasoit 
got me passionate about education. This is what I want to do: make 
education amazing for the next generation. My teachers made me want 
to inspire others.
     I have dreamed of developing a marine program that would be part of 
the curriculum for students from kindergarten to twelfth grade. With the 
support of Superintendent Dr. Paula Delaney I got a stipend to develop 
the curriculum, with booklets and training and activities for each month 
for each grade, using the environment as a hands-on interdisciplinary 
teaching tool. Through this program students will be exposed to all 
subjects and real world experiences that will give them the skills to 
succeed as adults.  All of this will be achieved through coordinating 
grade level activities with 

the Massachusetts State Frameworks. My 
goal is to expand this program throughout the 
South Shore.

You’ve come a long way from Massasoit.
Not really, it has just all come full circle.  
Through my work with my marine program, I 
have begun working with Massasoit’s Marine 
Technology Program with the hopes that the 
two programs can become aligned. My dream 
is to help in the development of people who 
are productive and passionate about the world around them, so that they can not only 
make a living doing something they love, but help to preserve the environment and pass 
on their passions to the next generation.   Right now, I am just a one women program, but 
my hope is to connect with like minded people and tap into possible grants to help fund 
this project.  The bottom line is however… It all started at Massasoit.

Heather Hughes with “the next  
generation.”

“Massasoit got me 
passionate about 

education.”

Heather driving the Boston Aquarium 
boat.
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Massasoit Celebrates 40th Anniversary with Honorary Degrees 
and Kickoff of Fund Drive

On June 9, at the Massasoit Conference Center, over 250 students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, honored guests and community members celebrated Massasoit 
Community College’s forty years of growth and service to the people of 

southeastern Massachusetts. President Charles Wall presided over the event.  Also 
present were Board of Trustees Chair Paula Mather and Massasoit Foundation Chair 
Eddie Matta. The three Honorary Chairpersons were State Representative, the Honorable 
Christine Canavan (MCC ’83), the Honorable Jim Harrington, Mayor of Brockton, and 
Professor T.P. Elliott-Smith, original and Senior Faculty Member. 
 Among the highlights of the celebration was the conferring of an Honorary Degree 
to Jack Conway of Conway Real Estate, for his outstanding humanitarian contributions 
to the southeastern Massachusetts community, and an Honorary Degree to Founding 
President, the late Dr. John Mussellman, awarded to his wife, Mrs. Ellen Mussellman 
for his enduring contributions as the Founding President of Massasoit. The College 
itself was honored with a citation from the Brockton City Council, read by Councilman 
Michael Brady, acknowledging the College’s decades of service to the community. Other 
representatives from the eastern Massachusetts community included Brockton State 
Representative Geraldine Creedon, State Senator from Brockton, the Honorable Robert 
Creedon, and the Reverend Mark Cregan, C.S.C., President of Stonehill College. 
 Dr. Wall, the Master of Ceremonies, thanked the entire Massasoit community for 

its team effort in celebrating the school’s “wonderful history.” He pointed out how 
every “constituency” on campus collaborated and contributed their time to make this 
effort memorable. Not only did the event give the community a chance to reflect on 
the last forty years, but it also looked forward by kicking off a drive to raise funds for a 
new Modern Language Lab, a goal chosen by a campus-wide committee to be a lasting 
contribution to the students in honor of Massasoit’s 40th Anniversary. Cindy Garnett, Vice 
President of Shaw’s Supermarkets, helped to launch the drive with a check from Shaw’s 
for $50,000, the largest single donation in the school’s history. In her remarks, she singled 
out Bill Crawford, Director of Massasoit’s Copy Center, for expediting the award: “He 
has a workingman’s hand and spoke 
from the heart.” Bill’s initiative and 
dedication in gaining this contribution 
is typical of the spirit that has grown 
over the past four decades, as the 
staff and alumni profiles in this issue 
of The Associate attest. Massasoit is 
a special place because of the drive 
and commitment to its students and 
community. This event celebrated 
that drive and commitment, and also 
exemplified it.

(L-R) Diane Kirkpatrick, Janice Williams, 
Tara DeSisto

MCC Modern Language Department 
Faculty (L-R) speaking at the Gala; Susan 
Hall, Juanita Brunelle, and Cris Ajemian

Golf Team (L-R) Bob Gallo, Robert Gallo,  
Don Mikes, Director of Instructional Media, 
and Bob Folsom enjoying lunch at the Golf 
Tournament

Massasoit Community College Golf Tournament 
Volunteers enjoying a moment.

Dr. Charles Wall and Nick Palantzas, Director of 
Athletics and Special Assistant  to the President

Wining Golf Team (L-R): Chris Sheppard, Phil Sheppard, Jay Sarson, and 
Ed Mack

Jim Musselman with Ellen Musselman, 
wife of the first president of Massasoit 
Community College

(L-R) Gerard F. Burke, Past President 
MCC, Karen Harrington and  
Mayor Jim Harrington

Gala Attendees: (L-R) Maureen Sullivan, 
Allison Asiaf,  Deane Smith, Al Asiaf, Dir. 
of Special Operations, Fac. & Inst.

(L-R) Roberta Noodell, Dean for 
Enrollment Management with admissions 
staff, Joia Souza, Michelle Hughes,  
Evan DeSatnick

Honorees: Professor T.P. Elliot-Smith, 
Representative Christine Canavan, and 
Mayor James Harrington with  
Dr. Charles Wall, President

Honorary Degree Recipient, Jack Conway 
with Massasoit Community College 
students at the Gala.

8th Annual MCC  
Foundation Golf  
Touranment
Recently held 8th Annual Massasoit Community College Foundation Golf 
Tournament at River Bend Country Club in West Bridgewater, MA. Money 
raised helps the MCC Foundation assist the college in its mission. Thank 
you to all the players and sponsors and volunteers. Please join us next year 
on June 10, 2008 for the 9th Annual Tournament.

Mutual Bank Team (L-R): Dennis Soliwoda,  
Vinnie Loycano, Dr. Wall, Paul Tisdale,  
Bob Kelley

“The fund raising goal of this wonderful 
evening (the 40th Anniversary Gala) was 
to jump start the funding for the Language 
Lab. We are so fortunate to have Shaw’s 
Supermarket come forward with a major 
donation that will result in the Shaw’s 
name being put on the door of the lab. We 
are so pleased with the folks at Shaw’s!” 
~Dr. Charles Wall, President



Nick Palantzas, Athletic Director at Massasoit since 
1993, and frequent soccer coach since 1981, recently 
added another title to his resume: Special Assistant to 

Massasoit President Charles Wall. Is Massasoit on its way to 
becoming a sports factory like Florida State or UNLV? Not 
likely. What this move represents is recognition of the role of 
athletics within the Massasoit community, and the role Nick 
has played in ensuring that athletics contributes more than 
wins and championships to the school. At a two-year school 
such as Massasoit, athletics at MCC helps provide a sense of 
identity, and to its many team members, a way to help to fit 

into what may at first seem a strange community. 
 Nick’s connections with the school reach back to 1976, when he started a two-
year career as a student-athlete. From there he went on to Eckerd College in Florida, 
graduating in 1980, and soon returning to MCC as part-time soccer coach. That soon led 
to a full-time post as Athletic Department Staff Assistant and men’s soccer coach. The 
soccer program was already established regionally and nationally when Nick arrived, but 
he quickly brought it to new heights, as the Warriors 
won the national Junior College Championship two 
years in a row, 1986 and 1987. Along the way, one 
of Nick’s players from that team, Flemming Petersen 
last issue’s Alumni Spotlight, was elected to the 
Junior College Soccer Hall of Fame. Nick would 
point out that “it’s the players who count, coaches 
are just the jockeys,” but he’s been recognized too, 
with selection by the National Soccer Coaches 
Association as JC Coach of the Year in 1986 and 
1987, and selection to the Junior College Soccer 
Hall of Fame as a coach in 1995. 
 Nick has led an athletic program that has 
excelled at the regional and national level in many sports, but he is most proud of the 
program’s place in the school and the larger community. For Nick, Massasoit’s student 
athletes are “ambassadors” for the school, and they reflect the school in a number of ways, 
in their excellence and in the wide range of experience and backgrounds they represent. 

Staff Profile: Nick Palantzas ’78
 Keeping Sports Part of  the Massasoit Community

An Upcoming Event You Do Not Want To Miss!
“Art, Art, & More Art” Series
 Donna Tone-Pah-Hote, 2002 
Alumna and staff member, art 
retrospective currently on display at 
the Canton Campus as part of Art, 
Art, and more Art series. Please feel 
free to visit this exhibit. See web site 
for further information on fall 2007 
upcoming alumni exhibit.

Just like the overall student body, the 
Massasoit athletic program has drawn 
from a mix of players from what Nick 
calls the “service area,” from Fall 
River to Brockton to Framingham, 
and from around the world. “We 
have had kids from Australia, Brazil, 
Cape Verde, Denmark, England, 
Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Iran, Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Portugal, Scotland, Somalia, South 
Africa, Trinidad, Tobago, Turkey and 
Yugoslavia.”
 The program represents and 
supports the school, and it also supports its players and the community. To Nick, it gives 
them the skills to “move up” to the next level. According to Flemming Petersen, “Nick 
has done a tremendous job not only for Massasoit but also for the community surrounding 

Massasoit… He kept pushing me forward well 
aware of both my limits and my talents. I vividly 
remember the tons of hard work at Massasoit and I 
sometimes have to go down memory lane to remind 
my self that things do not come easily, and Nick’s 
face is right there.”
      As a teacher and a coach, Nick has always seen 
his players and his program as part of the larger 
community within and outside the school. The 
players become part of the community that supports 
them. Paul Durkin from Scotland feels much the 
same as Flemming: “Even though I can’t really ask 
of much more from life these days, I still miss those 

Massasoit days a lot, especially the great people who looked after me.”
 The school has looked after the players; and they have given the school excitement 
and the example of hard work and team work in return. If we tally up the score, a lot of  
the credit goes to Nick and the spirit he has maintained for the program. 

Marine Trades Grant
     Massasoit Community College’s “Jobs in Boating” project is among 20 work force 
training initiatives that will share $10 million in grants from the state’s new Workforce 
Competitive Trust Fund, created by the Workforce Solutions Act of 2006. The grants are 
administered by the Commonwealth Corporation and funded through the Executive Office of 
Labor and Workforce Development. The Fund supports projects in critical industry sectors 
around the state to help improve the competitiveness of Massachusetts business and provide 
residents with access to well-paying jobs and long term career success. Massasoit - with 
project partners Bristol Community College, the Massachusetts Marine Trades Association, 
the Massachusetts Marine Trades Educational Trust Fund, MY TURN, and several marine 
employers - was awarded $424,518 to provide more skilled workers for the region’s marine 
trades employers and to increase access to sustainable-wage jobs and career ladders in this 
critical and emerging industry.

Broadcasters  
Hall of Fame

(L to R) Brockton Mayor James Harrington, 
Secretary Bump, President Charles Wall

MCC Men’s Soccer Team,1976, 2nd Place New England, NJCAA 
Tournament, Nick Palantzas highlighted in oval.

“When Nick Palantzas arrived from Greece 
at the age of eight, few people knew what 
a special human being had landed on our 
shores. Nick has been not only a tremendous 
athlete, a great student and a nationally 
recognized soccer coach, he has also found 
time in his busy schedule to serve Massasoit 
and the surrounding Brockton community 
in many special ways. Both the College 
and I take special pride in recognizing this 
outstanding Massasoit Community College 
alumnus.” ~Dr. Charles Wall, President

In its four decades of service, Massasoit Community 
College has been a magnet, a home base and a launching 
pad for students from over 125 countries. It shouldn’t be 

surprising then that Ida O’Donnell, director of Massasoit’s 
Multi-Cultural Center has mirrored the journey of many of 
these students in her own life. Born in Medellin, Colombia, 
Ida came to America in 1962 to study 
anthropology. Ida had earned two years 
worth of credits in her native country, 
and while she was taking courses in 
New York University she worked as an 

Editorial Assistant for two professors producing an anthology of 
modern Spanish literature. 
 Once you reach America, the path often takes a few twists, 
and after a few other jobs, including one in insurance, and some 
additional course work, Ida wound up in Brockton in 1969, where 
she also finished the first step of her academic career, earning a B.A. 
degree from Bridgewater State College, majoring in anthropology 
and French. After earning her degree, Ida worked for the city of 
Brockton, running the city’s Spanish Center from 1970 to 1977. She 
then worked with the ESL Program for the City of Boston in 1978 
through 1979. She never abandoned her academic goals, earning a 
M.S. in Human Services Management from the Heller School at Brandeis University in 
1983. Fluent in Spanish and English and knowledgeable in French and Portuguese plus 
other languages and with an advanced degree in human services, and nearly two decades 
of negotiating the academic and career life in America, Ida was well positioned to serve 
Massasoit’s rapidly growing international student population. And like Ida’s path, the 
history of international student life has taken some winding paths at Massasoit.

 As we have said, Massasoit has served students from over a hundred countries. 
“International” contains a wide and diverse population, from Asia to Europe to Central 
and South America, with scores of cultures, expectations, economic circumstances and 
languages. Ida recognized early that while these students shared the “international” 
attribute, they also were individuals, and with their own unique cultures and attitudes. 
Academically, they had to cope with American English in the classroom, and perhaps 
new and perplexing academic styles. One thing they all shared was the need to belong, 
to have a base. And that’s what led Ida to start the International Touch Club. As she says, 
“When I see the opportunity, I have to act.” What the club provides is a many layered way 

for each student to enjoy and live his or her culture, and for these 
students to share their cultures with each other and the rest of the 
community, inside and outside of the school. Lectures, dances, 
music, theater, food… Ida had experienced the richness of many 
cultures in her own life, and the Multi-Cultural Center and the 
International Touch Club gives students the chance to keep in 
touch with their own roots, while sharing them with others in the 
larger community. It’s a win-win situation. 
     Nowhere was the value of this rich shared culture more evident 
than in the celebration of China in 1986. Ida believes that “life 
is written in pictures.” At the China celebration the whole school 
celebrated itself, capped by President Burke, dressed up like a 
Chinese emperor. 
 In this and countless other events, students can celebrate their 
cultures, and gain strength for what can be a very daunting task of 
succeeding in a foreign country.

     In 1994, the International Touch Club celebrated its tenth year. Students frequently 
come back to visit Ida and the school because the connection is very important. Four 
years ago, Ida “retired,” cutting back her hours, but she still contributes to the Center 
part-time, each year with different students and different challenges. Every year is a new 
challenge, but Ida’s focus always remains with the students: “We guide them and they 
decide.”

Staff Profile: Ida O’Donnell
Massasoit’s Ambassador to the World

The International Touch Club of 2007 (L-R) 
Babela Rajartam (India) Secretary, Ida 
O’Donnell, Joia Souza (Brazil) Admission 
Counselor, Giselle Armillei (Venezuela), 
Stesha Joseph (Trinidad-Tobago) President, 
Teresa Chege (Kenya)

     Rex Trailer, Boston Radio and TV 
personality, receiving his plaque at 
the Radio/TV Classics Live! annual 
performance on May 5th after being 
inducted into the Massachusetts 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame at 
Massasoit Community College. 

Church Yard, Las Vegas, NM, gouache, 2002
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