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Over the course of two lunch periods on Wednesday March 8 and Thursday March 9 2023 the design 

team and administration met with anyone from the campus community who wanted to discuss the  

upcoming Sciences and Allied Health projects.  Boards were arranged through the Dining hall that 

illustrated the scope of the project and asked questions about four key topics:

Site Considerations,  Teaching & Learning Spaces, Faculty Spaces, Gathering & Community Spaces.  

Approximately 125 Students, Faculty, and Staff joined this event and provided their comments while 

another 25 offered their opinions with the on-line survey.  The project team looks forward to engaging 

further with the campus community as the project continues to develop.
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INTRODUCTIONS
DESIGN TEAM

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
DSB Application Form

Project Role:

MA Registration Type and #: 

Years w/ Firm: 
Total Years Experience: 

Additional registrations / certifications:

Availability: 

Applicant Office Address

3. Resumes

As founding Principal of Studio Luz Architects, Hansy Better Barraza leads her team 
and manages projects ranging from master planning feasibility studies, multi- family 
housing to mixed use and commercial development, consistently drawing from 
culture and local craft to transform traditional expectations of urban spaces. She 
uses architecture as a tool to confront inequity in the built environment and reinforce 
dynamic social relationships.Hansy L. Better Barraza, earned her Bachelors of 
Architecture from Cornell University (1997) and her Masters of Architecture in Urban 
Design from Harvard Graduate School of Design (2000). With over two decades 
of professional experience, Hansy offers her clients a leading perspective on 
sustainable design methods, innovative material use, and modern digital fabrication 
techniques. Community engagement and public outreach are foundational aspects 
of Hansy’s architectural practice. Every element of the built environment has a 
social impact. Hansy interrogates the distinctive social implications of each project, 
identifies the factors at play, and expresses each through design. For multifamily 
urban housing, she elicits residents’ desires and integrates them into responses that 
offer the community both historical continuity and progressive energy. Through her 
civic service, her teaching and research, and, most fundamentally, her architecture 
practice, Hansy Better Barraza demonstrates how design can lead the way to a 
more just, more sustainable, and more beautiful future. 
With scholastic perspectives in mind, informed by her experience as a tenured 
Professor of Architecture at Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), Hansy’s design 
approach would ensure that the new home for the MAS program spaces facilitate 
academic inquiry while fostering interaction and critical thinking to their fullest 
potential. Over the course of nearly two decades, Hansy has developed a body 
of research and educational curriculum rooted in social responsibility and cultural 
competency, resulting in teaching appointments including Harvard, Cornell, MIT, 
and Northeastern University.

Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA
• Wellesley Centers for Women;

Principal-in-Charge for programming and feasibility study to convert 9000 
GSF of former student housing into office space for the Wellesley Centers for 
Women, a research and action institute. Facilitated collaborative and individual 
programming workshops with leadership and stakeholders to develop vision for 
future space needs, taking into consideration the modern technology to support 
remote work models. The study also included clearing the maintenance backlog 
and addressing deferred maintenance needs for the next 10 years, which include 
upgrades to accessibility, life safety, exterior envelope, interior finishes, building 
systems taking into account future campus wide conversion to low temperature 
hot water heating and LEED sustainability objectives.

• Acorns House;
Principal-in-Charge for 3375 GSF renovation including feasibility assessment, 
community review process, and historic preservation of modernist structure into 
the new home for Asian, Latina, and LGBTQ+ Advising withing the Office of 
Intercultural Eductation (OIEC). The renovation preserves elements of the original 
design while incorporating community perspectives.

Brown University- Center for Students of Color, Providence, RI
• Principal-in-Charge for Conceptual Design for Interior Renovation of communal space

for Brown Center for Students of Color with the mission to build meaningful 
relationships across difference, develops racial and ethnic consciousness, and enact 
changes at Brown University and beyond.

Northeastern University- 840 Columbus Ave, Boston, MA
• Principal-in-Charge for 17000 GSF, interior design and public programming for

ground floor of mixed use academic and residential building dedicated to community 
economic development. Prioritizing flexible shared spaces for education access, 
job and workforce development, small business support, and social and economic 
development. Participatory design processes involving multiple workshops with 
community members, universiy staff, and city officials.

Sociedad Latina, Roxbury, MA
• Principal-in-Charge for 6475 GSF, full building renovation, including facilities

assessment, participatory design process, of organization headquarters into
multiuse space. Including multi-use STEM maker/ learning spaces, an audio recording 
studio, private counseling spaces, office spaces for staff, and a new large gathering 
area for performance and cultural events.

NOBULL Headquarters, Boston, MA
• Principal-in-Charge for 100,000 GSF Office and Retail program. Services include

Programming and all Architectural Phases. The HQ design approach embraces an 
active workplace, where movement is encouraged in many ways. The HQ also serves 
as a design, research, and training facility. Innovative and collaborative spaces within 
the complex program include: Photo, Film, Podcast and Multi-Media Production, Indoor 
and Outdoor Training Spaces, Arena Style Hall, R&D spaces, Workshop, Conference 
Areas, Retail, Climbing Wall, Work Areas, and Communal Lounges.

Jones Architecture, Inc. 
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Hansy Better Barraza, AIA LEED AP
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Jones Architecture, Inc.

Project Manager
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Jones Architecture, Inc.

Project Architect
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DSB Application Form

Project Role:

MA Registration Type and #: 

Years w/ Firm: 
Total Years Experience: 

Additional registrations / certifications:

Availability: 

Applicant Office Address

3. Resumes

As a Project Manager/ Designer at Studio Luz Architects, Leena Ismail brings 18 
years of experience in projects ranging from retail, single family residential, K-12 
schools, University projects including lab/ research spaces, classrooms, libraries, 
office spaces, as well as science and technology project in the private sector. She 
currently manages multi family housing projects within the office. Leena earned a 
Bachelors of Fine Arts in Architecture and a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
Technology | Architectural Technology from the University of Memphis (2002) and 
her Masters of Architecture from Boston Architectural College (2007).

270 Talbot Ave, Boston, MA, Ongoing
• Project Manager for 21 Unit Passive House Certifiable Apartments
69 Church Street, Boston, MA, Ongoing
• Project Manager for new historic renovation and new vertical addition which establishes 

an architectural dialogue between the original 1920’s firm warehouse and modern 
redevelopments in the neighborhood. bar. Staying true to the original intention of the 
building, the materials and style applied for this project are complementing the original 
structure while adding a modern touch.

UMass Amherst, Amherst, MA
Completed while with HGA
• Project Designer on DCAMM project including 310,000 GSF Life Sciences Laboratories 

whose flexible lab design and shell space anticipates change and allows the University 
to more effectively manage and direct research growth, Comprehensive Science Plan 
and Morrill Vivarium.

Arlington High School, Arlington, MA
Completed while with HMFH
• Responsible for Swing Space Phasing documents for new Arlington High School to 

support interdisciplinary learning, community programs, and the town’s goal of a 
carbon-free future.

John Quincy Upper School, Boston, MA
Completed while with HMFH
• Responsible for Swing Space Phasing documents for new 75,000 GSF high-rise

public high school 
Boston University- EPIC, Boston, MA,
Completed while with HGA
• Project Designer for 15,000 GSF Engineering Product Innovation Center bringing

together the concept of learning to use machine tools with the goal of bringing a
product to the market. Boston University’s vision to bring Engineering to the forefront 
is captured in the design of the building. This adaptive reuse project converts a former 
guitar center and parking garage into a visible, transparent space for passersby to 
witness the manufacturing taking place just beyond the storefront windows.

Northeastern University- Digital Media Commons, Boston, MA,
Completed while with HGA
• Project Manager + Architectural Designer for 100,000 GSF, a three phase process

to transform the Snell library from the traditional book stack layout into a flexible work 
space with state-of-the-art digital capabilities. As a space that supports digital creation, 
design, and analysis, the Digital Media Commons includes spaces for 3D printing, 
audio/visual/post-production studios, innovation, and a flexible learning environment. 
Additional program includes high density computing, a classroom wing which uses the 
latest teaching technology, office spaces, and faculty commons.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology: MIT.nano, Cambridge, MA,
Completed while with HGA
• Lab Designer for 200,000 GSF hub for high performance cleanroom areas, nanoscale 

imaging and research labs. Designed to support low-vibration and low-EMI research, 
cleanroom space needs including a plenum distribution system for airflow and future 
flexibility, and chemistry teaching labs, wet/dry labs and prototyping/ packaging 
research labs.

Florida State University: IRCB, Tallahassee, FL
Completed while with HGA
• Project Designer + Lab Designer for 115,000 GSF Research Building. Designed to

promote collaboration between several areas of research and including imaging suites, 
clean rooms, in addition to chemistry, physics and engineering labs. Putting the different 
programs on display to give the users a collaborative feel.

Duke University: Classroom Upgrades, Durham, NC
Completed while with HGA
• Project Designer for classroom upgrades of several classrooms and a lounge into a 

standard prototype for both the Arts and Sciences Department and the Pratt School of 
Engineering. The goal was to create standards that not only unified each classroom, 
but incorporated today’s technology. The design resulted into a teaching wall that 
incorporated a “wing wall” that concealed the audio visual equipment. The ceiling’s 
central spine provided space for a projector, as well as the capability to mount future 
technology.

Collaborating ArchitectStudio Luz Architects, Ltd

Leena Ismail, AIA

Project Manager

1
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N/A

80%

67 Poplar St
Boston, MA, 02131

Collaborating ArchitectStudio Luz Architects, Ltd

Jones Architecture, Inc. 
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DAVID McCULLOUGH, AIA, PE
Page Southerland Page, Inc.

Project Manager - Lab Design

HANSY BETTER BARRAZA, AIA, LEED AP
Studio Luz Architects, Ltd.

Principal in Charge

LEENA ISMAIL
Studio Luz Architects, Ltd.

Project Manager

NURIA GAMBIN
Studio Luz Architects, Ltd.

Project DesignerSILVIA COLPANI
Jones Architecture, Inc.

Project Designer

MARY GILLIS
Jones Architecture, Inc.

Project Designer
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOP
DAYS OF THE EVENT
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Site Plan & Future Program

1. 	 Common Responses
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SITE PLAN & NEW PROGRAM
BOARD INTERACTION

BUILDINGS LEGENDCAMPUS MAP

PROJECT SEQUENCEALLIED HEALTH

LIBERAL ARTS

SCIENCE

LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING

HUMANITIES BUILDING

SCIENCE BUILDING

HH
LALA

STEP 2STEP 2STEP 2STEP 2

STEP 3STEP 3

STEP 1STEP 1

STEP 1STEP 1

SS

4

4

1

3

3

3

1

1

2

2

2

4

HH

SC

B

SS

T

FA

LALA

FH

INCLUSION AND BELONGING
Which entrance to each building do 
you use the most?

How easy or difficult is it to find 
your way around buildings on 
campus?

How comfortable do you feel 
getting from place to place on 
campus?

RENOVATE THE LA BUILDING 
TO SCIENCE

RENOVATE THE S BUILDING TO 
NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH

BACKFILL VACATED ALLIED 
HEALTH SPACE IN THE 
H BUILDING WITH LIBERAL 
ARTS

STEP 3STEP 3

PROJECT INTRODUCTION

SITE  PLAN & FUTURE PROGRAM

Let us know your thoughts!
Using a sticky note, please feel free to comment under each question.
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SITE PLAN & NEW PROGRAM
COMMON RESPONSE CHART

ADMIN & STAFF 
FACULTY
STUDENTS

"WAYFINDING SIGNAGE IS            
CONFUSING AND OUTDATED"

"IT'S EASY TO MAKE MY 
WAY AROUND CAMPUS BUT 
IT CAN BE CONFUSING FOR 

NEW STUDENTS"

"THE BUILDING LAYOUT IS 
EASY TO UNDERSTAND"

"NOT ALL ENTRANCES 
ARE FULLY ACCESSIBLE"
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PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING 
EXISTING LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING

Teaching & Learning Spaces

1. Common Responses
2. Preferred Space Types

01 02 03 04 05
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TEACHING & LEARNING SPACES
BOARD INTERACTION

INCLUSION AND BELONGING

Students: What is your ideal space to learn in?

Faculty: What is your ideal space to teach in?

If you could change anything about the classrooms at 
Massasoit Community College, what would it be?

How would you like to see collaboration in a learning 
or teaching environment happen?  
(i.e. different settings, flexible furniture, open/flexible 
spaces?)

How would you rate classroom comfort?
 (i.e. is it too hot/too cold/ is there daylight?)
Please explain why.

What does collaboration at Massasoit Community 
College look like to you?

What learning or teaching environments make you 
feel like you belong? 
(i.e. furniture style, decor, textiles, artwork).

TYPES OF SPACES - QUESTIONS

TEACHING & LEARNING SPACES

Let us know your thoughts!
Using a sticky note, please feel free to comment under each question.
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TEACHING & LEARNING SPACES
COMMON RESPONSE CHART

ADMIN & STAFF 
FACULTY
STUDENTS

"QUIET FOCUSED 
CLASSROOM WITH LOTS OF 

NATURAL LIGHT"

"STUDENTS AND 
TEACHERS NEED BETTER 
ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY, 
OUTLETS, AND LEARNING 

TOOLS"

"I PREFER LARGE FLEXIBLE 
FURNITURE"

"I PREFER LARGE 
COMFORTABLE SEATING & 

DESKS"

"THE DIVERSE ART 
& DECOR ON CAMPUS 
GIVES ME A SENSE OF 

COMMUNITY"

"LEARNING 
SPACES THAT ARE 

COMFORTABLE FOR ALL 
GIVES ME A SENSE OF 

BELONGING"
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TEACHING & LEARNING SPACES
BOARD INTERACTION

 -FORMAL
 -FLEXIBLE FURNITURE
 -NATURAL DAYLIGHTING

 -FORMAL
 -NATURAL DAYLIGHT 
 -INDIVIDUAL DESKS/CHAIRS
 -SLIDING WHITE BOARD

 -COLLABORATIVE 
 -4-PERSON TABLES
 -OPEN CEILING
 -CEILING POWER CONNECTION

 -INFORMAL 
 -MOBILE SEATING & TABLET ARM CHAIR
 -TRANSPARENCY

 -INTEGRATED TEACHING
 -ACCESSIBLE LAYOUT 
 -INCLUSIVE FURNITURE

INCLUSION AND BELONGING

 -FORMAL
 -FACE FORWARD LECTURE STYLE
 -DENSE LAYOUT

TYPES OF SPACES - PRECEDENT IMAGES

01

03

05

02

04

06

Massasoit Community College
Liberal Arts Building
Brockton, MA

MIT Beaver Works
Merge Architects
Cambridge, MA`

Duke University
Wilson Architects
Durham, North Carolina 

Davidson College, E Craig Wall Jr Academic Center
Shepley Bulfinch
Davidson, NC

MUSE - Macquarie University Spatial Experience
Woods Bagot 
Sydney, Australia

Gallaudet University
Studio Twenty Seven Architecture
Washington, DC

TEACHING & LEARNING SPACES

Place a dot under the teaching and learning spaces you would like to be in!
Feel free to comment below regarding what you like/don’t like about the space.
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TEACHING & LEARNING SPACES
PREFERRED SPACE TYPES

COMFORTABLE 
MOVEABLE 

SEATING

EXTERIOR 
VIEWS

MOVEABLE 
WORKTABLES 
(GOOD FOR 

A&P)

HEXAGONAL 
GROUP TABLES 
ARE GOOD FOR 
CHEM & MICRO

LARGE 
SPACIOUS 

DESKS
ABILITY TO 
GROUP UP 

LOTS OF 
NATURAL 

LIGHT

GOOD 
ACOUSTICS

PARAPHRASED 
COMMENTS

TOP 
VOTED

#1 

#3 

#2

#4
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PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING 
EXISTING LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING

Faculty Spaces

1. Common Responses
2. Preferred Space Types

01 02 03 04 05
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FACULTY SPACES
BOARD INTERACTION

INCLUSION AND BELONGING

FACULTY SPACES

What is a comfortable office space to you? What amenities would you need for a faculty lounge 
space? 

What qualities would you like to maintain in your 
future office space that you currently have?

What would you like collaboration to look like in a 
faculty environment?
(i.e. different settings, flexible furniture, open and 
flexible spaces?) 

Do you prefer individual offices or a shared and 
collaborative office?

What is your preferred size for a faculty lounge/break 
room?
(i.e. room for 4 people, 8 people, 12 people or 20+ 
people)

TYPES OF SPACES - QUESTIONS

Let us know your thoughts!
Using a sticky note, please feel free to comment under each question.
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FACULTY SPACES
COMMON RESPONSE CHART

ADMIN & STAFF 
FACULTY
STUDENTS

"WE PREFER A FACULTY 
LOUNGE/BREAKROOM 
SIZED FOR 8 PEOPLE"

"HAVING INDIVIDUAL OFFICES 
WITH THE ABILITY TO MEET 

ONE-ON-ONE WITH STUDENTS IS 
PREFERRED"

"A FACULTY LOUNGE 
SHOULD HAVE KITCHEN 

AMENITIES, OUTLES, AND 
THE ABILITY TO HAVE 

GROUP MEETINGS"

"COLLABORATION 
MEANS HAVING 

MEETING SPACES WITH 
WHITEBOARDS, OUTLETS, 

AND CONFERENCING"

"COLLABORATION 
MEANS HAVING VARIETY 

IN FURNITURE"
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FACULTY SPACES
BOARD INTERACTION

MIT Beaver Works
Merge Architects
Cambridge, MA

Massasoit Community College
Faculty Conference room
Brockton, MA

ZGF

Washington State University Tri Cities, 
Collaboration Hall
ZGF
Richland, Washington

MUSE - Macquarie University Spatial Experience
Sydney, Australia

ZGF

 -OPEN
 -SINGLE FACULTY OFFICE
 -DEFINED ZONES

 -FORMAL
 -NATURAL LIGHT
 -SPACE FOR GROUPS 8-12 PEOPLE

 -OPEN / COLLABORATIVE
 -MULTI-FUNCTIONAL
 -COMFORTABLE SEATING
 -DIFFERENT SEATING OPTIONS

 -SOCIAL  
 -SHARED OFFICE SPACE (2-4 PEOPLE)
 -NATURAL DAYLIGHT
 -BUILT-IN DESK

 -COLLABORATIVE
 -DAYLIGHT
  -NATURAL MATERIALS

 -MULTI-FUNCTIONAL 
 -BRIGHT COLORS
 -ACCESSIBLE

INCLUSION AND BELONGING

13

15

17

14

16

18

FACULTY SPACES

TYPES OF SPACES - PRECEDENT IMAGES

Place a dot under the faculty spaces you would like to be in!
Feel free to comment below regarding what you like/don’t like about the space.
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FACULTY SPACES
PREFERRED SPACE TYPES

PRIVACY

LARGE 
WINDOWS

OPEN/SOCIAL 
MEETING 

SPACE
ONE-ON-ONE 

MEETING

WHITE-
BOARDS

STAFF 
MEETINGS

A LOUNGE 
SPACE THAT 

FEELS HOMEY

VIDEO 
CONFERENCE

LOTS OF 
STORAGE

PARAPHRASED 
COMMENTS

TOP 
VOTED

#1 

#3 

#2

#4
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PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING 
EXISTING LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING

Gathering & Community Spaces

01 02 03 04 05

1. Common Responses
2. Preferred Space Types
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GATHERING & COMMUNITY SPACES
BOARD INTERACTION

INCLUSION AND BELONGING

How would you describe community on campus? What are your favorite spaces on campus?
Please explain.

What are your least favorite spaces on campus? 
Please explain.

What is your preferred size room to use as a 
communal gathering space?
(i.e. room for 4 people, 8 people, 12 people or 20+ 
people)

What aspects of a physical space make you feel 
like you belong within a community or a gathering 
space?

How can the campus community be better 
integrated with the surrounding community?

What does collaboration in a gathering or 
community environment mean to you?

GATHERING & COMMUNITY

TYPES OF SPACES - QUESTIONS

Let us know your thoughts!
Using a sticky note, please feel free to comment under each question.
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GATHERING & COMMUNITY SPACES
COMMON RESPONSE CHART

ADMIN & STAFF 
FACULTY
STUDENTS

A SPACE FOR 12 PEOPLE 
IS A GOOD SIZED 

COMMUNITY & GATHERING 
SPACE

MY FAVORITE PLACE ON 
CAMPUS IS THE STUDENT 

CENTER

A SPACE FOR 
20+ PEOPLE IS 

ALSO A GOOD SIZED 
COMMUNITY & 

GATHERING SPACE

CURRENT 
CLASSROOMS/LECTURE 

HALLS ARE DARK, 
SMALL, OUTDATED, AND 

BORING"COLORFUL SPACES 
GIVE ME A SENSE OF 

BELONGING"

"COMFORTABLE, 
SPACIOUS SETTINGS W/ 

SUNLIGHT GIVE ME A 
SENSE OF BELONGING"

"OPEN / 
CONVERSATIONAL 

SPACES GIVE ME A SENSE 
OF BELONGING"
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GATHERING & COMMUNITY SPACES
BOARD INTERACTION

Schine Student Center, Syracuse University
entro, Ashley McGraw, Mackey Mitchell
Syracuse, NY

Massasoit Community College
Science Building
Brockton, MA

Duke University
Durham, North Carolina

Wabash College - Martindale Hall 
Shepley Bulfinch
Crawfordsville, IN

Emerson College
Elkus | Manfredi
Boston, MA

ZGF

 -WAYFINDING
 -INCLUSIVE
 -SOCIAL

 -INFORMAL
 -GROUP STUDY
 -INDIVIDUAL STUDY OPTION

 -TRANSPARENCY
 -MULTI-FUNCTIONAL
 -COMFORTABLE SEATING

 -OPEN
 -SOCIAL  
 -DIVERSE TYPE SEATING 

 -VARYING COUNTER HEIGHTS
 -DAYLIGHT
  -NATURAL MATERIALS

 -MULTI-FUNCTIONAL
 -FIXED & MOBILE SEATING 
 -ACCESSIBLE
 -BRIGHT COLORS

INCLUSION AND BELONGING

07

09

11

08

10

12

GATHERING & COMMUNITY

TYPES OF SPACES - PRECEDENT IMAGES

Place a dot under the gathering & community spaces you would like to be in!
Feel free to comment below regarding what you like/don’t like about the space.
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COMMUNITY & GATHERING SPACES
PREFERRED SPACE TYPES

VARIETY OF 
SEATING

CALM SAFE 
SPACE

COMFORTABLE 
SEATING

SMALL & 
LARGE 

GROUPS

DIFFERENT 
HEIGHT 
SEATING

NOT TOO 
MANY OPEN 

MEETING 
SPACES

NATURAL 
LIGHT

PARAPHRASED 
COMMENTS

TOP 
VOTED

#1 

#3 

#2

#4
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PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING 
EXISTING LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS?


